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CHAPTER I. 

The ancestors of Wayne- — ^His grandfather at the battle of the 
Boyne- — Emigration of the family to Pennsylvania in 1722. 
— ^Birth of Anthony Wa3nae. — Some account of him at 
school; — He opens an office as aland surveyor. — Dr, 
Franklin becomes his friend.^The Nova Scotia agency. 
Wayne's industry-— His marriage in 1767.— He settles 
upon his farm in Chester county. — ^Takes an active inter- 
est in the controversy between tiie ^Colonies and Great 
Britain- — A '^m^er pf^fi^e P^^nlsyil^^i^iJi^tJonvention, of 
the Legislatijr6,^ g^l^d of tii,e Coi^j&ipke, <Jf^B^fety. — ^His pa- 
triotism. — He raises a regiment, ^ofjwrhich Congress gives 
him the comman4i«iidiftsJp9|oc<5ejJs"to join the northern 
army« — ^Battle of the Thiie'Kijr,e{s»T*Waync's gallantry.— 

- — ^He is wounded, iMU.abl^ conducls the retreat to Ticon- 
deroga — has the ccMi^and at'thls^'piace from November, 
1776 to May, 17W,*wk4ii \e joias^tlie main army under 
Washington. 

The name of Wayne at once brings to the mind of 
every American, acquainted with the history of his 
country, the image of a brave, enterprising, and active 
officer, ready of will, and prompt to execute ; impatient 
of restraint, and eager to attack his enemy sword in 
hand. 

The ancestors of Wayne were English people, re- 
1* 5 



6 LIFE OF ANTHONY WAYNE. 

riding for many generations in Yorkshire, but Anthony- 
Wayne, the grandfather of the subject of our present 
notice, removed his family into Wicklow county, in 
Ireland, during the reign of Charles II., and establish- 
ed himself as an agriculturalist in that country. He 
occasionally executed some civil as well as military 
offices. 

Upon the death of Charles II., in 1685, his brother, 
the Duke of York, ascended the throne as James II. 
James professed the Catholic faith, whilst the great 
body of the nation, nobility, merchants, and the people 
at large, were Protestants. Rigorous laws were in 
force against Catholics, and the efforts of James to 
ameliorate the condition of this portion of his subjects, 
roused the jealousy and alarm of those professing the 
reformed religion. The leadipg statesmen of the day 
concerted together, drew up a paper, to which they 
appended their signatures, inviting William, Prince of 
Orange, (husband of James^ eldest daughter, Mary,) 
to invade Ei^^^tfi^ mt^ ;an»^ armed* iorije, and whose 
standard ihe^^/lottti^ly^ VledgtiH.'theor^l^nors to join. 
William, accordingly, ^collected* a !oMe *of his Dutch 
subjects, embarked i^:a hiiSi ^i landed upon the 
coast of England, 1iiliKiioJ*toV8Srd» London, and was 
every where me(b^1}ie>Vn9iift,j|ttftuefttial men of the 
kingdom. Jame? •^Cc£'ni^/<iscK^^n Anne, escaped 
from the palace, (Whitehall,) and repaired to the camp 
of her brother-in-law. Deserted by his children, and 
finding himself odious to the citizens of London, James 
fled ^om Whitehall, got on board a vessel, and es* 
caped to France. William entered London in triumph, 
and was invested with the crown, jointly with his wife 
— ^until whose death, this epoch of English history is 
known as the reign of William and Mary. This me- 
morable revolution took place in the year 1688. 
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Two years subsequently, James, assisted by the 
KijDg of France^ and depending gready upon thefayor- 
able disposition of the Catholic population of Ireland 
towards him, landed upon that island, with the par« 
pose of regaining the sceptre of Great Britain. Wil- 
liam prompdy encountered him, and the celebrated 
battle of the Boyne took place on the 1st of July, I69O9 
in which eighteen hundred of the Irish Catholics were 
slaughtered. James was among the first to flee from 
the ground. He lost his hat in his hurry in climbing 
on board one of the ships of the French fleet — Bailed— 
reached France again, and remained there until hie 
death. 

In this battle, Anthony Wayne, the elder, command- 
ed a Qompany of dragoons in the service of King Wil- 
liam, and fought widi .signal bravery throughout the 
hottest of the contest. He was a Protestant, and wae 
deeply imbued with the republican principles advocat- 
ed by the early Puritans. He was at this time about 
thirty years of age. He continued to reside in Ireland 
for many years after the battle of the Boyne; but* 
eventually, became dissatisfied with the social habite 
of the Irish people, and, when over sixty years of agei 
formed the resolution of migrating to the New World. 
Of an energetic and enterprising nature, he at once 
made his arrangements, crossed the Atlantic, arriving 
safely at the port of Philadelphia, in the year ]722» 
with his family, consisting of four sons, each of whom 
had been well educated in Ireland, their native country. 
Old Anthony, in the year 1724, with the view of set* 
lling his sons comfortably around him, purchased an 
extensive real estate in the county of Chester, and pro- 
vince of Pennsylvania, assigning to each a part. His 
youngest son, Isaac Wayne, father of the American 
genend, was a man of strong mind, great industry and 
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enterprise. He frequently represented the county of 
Chester in the provincial legislature, and, in the capa- 
city of a commissioned officer, repeatedly distinguished 
himself in expeditions against the Indian^. He was at 
all times celebrated for his patriotism, and admired for 
the uprightness of his conduct. After a long life of 
usefulness to his country, to his family, and to his 
friends, he died in 1774, leaving one son and two 
daughjkers. 

His only son, Anthony Wceifnej whose public career 
sheds so much lustre on Amencan arms and character, 
was bom in the township of Eastown, Chester county, 
Pennsylvania, on the 1st day of January, 1745. His 
'i^et was desirous of brining the boy up to the busi* 
ness of a farmer, but he soon discovered that the la- 
bors of the field did not suit his son^s propensities, 
and, inasmuch as he had the means of indulging the 
bent of the lad's genius, he resolved to afford him an 
opportunity of pursuing such studies as inclinatio9 
might suggest. And for this purpose he was placed 
under the tuition of his uncle, Gilbert Wayne, a man 
of considerable erudition and mental acquirements, and 
who was a country schoolmaster. 

After some considerable time had been spent with 
his uncle, it appears that young Anthony's progress in 
learning was far from being encouraging. Indeed, his 
uncle had formed a very unfavorable opinion of the 
boy's capacity for acquiring scholastic knowledge, ^ is 
evident by the following letter that he wrote to the 
boy's father. " I really suspect that parental affection 
blinds you, and that you have mistaken your son's 
capacity. What he may be best qualified for, I know 
not. One thing I am certain of, he will never make a 
(Scholar. He may perhaps make a soldier. He has 
already distracted the brains of two-thirds of the boys 
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under my charge, by letieanbls of bathes, sieges, etc* 
They exhibit more the appearance q^ Indians and Har- 
kquins than' students. — ^This one decorated with a cm 
of many colors ; others habited in coats as variegateo, 
lUie Joseph's of old — some laid up with broken heads 
and black eyes. During noon, in place of the usual 
games of amusements, he has the boys employed in 
throwing up redoubts, skirmishing, etc. I must be 
candid with you, brother Isaac — ^unless Anthony pays 
more attention to his books, I shall be under the pain* 
fill necessity of dismissing him jfrom the school.''* 

It will readily be inferred that young Wayne's fathw 
was not. a little mortified by this account of his son« 
and at the next interview*he not only reprimanded him 
severely, but ^reatened to withdraw him from school, 
and consign him to the lowest and most irksome la* 
bors of the farm. Knowing the decisive character of 
his father, and dreading lest the threat should be put 
in force, Anthony resolved to give up, for the present 
at least, all his military schemes, and vigorously to 
prosecute his studies. Returning to the sdiool of his 
uncle, he assiduously applied himself to mathematics, 
and persevered so effectually, that, at the end of eigh- 
teen months, his uncle acknowledged he could instruct 
him no farther, and advised his brother to send the lad 
to Philadelphia for the purpose of acquiring an aca- 
demical education. 

Anthcmy, having reconciled his undo, and grad&^ 
the hopes of his father, was, at the age of sixteen, en- 

• Here we have a strikiiig similarity between the school 
pastimes of Anthony Wayne and Napoleon Bonaparte — ^the 
latter, as we are historically informed, engaged his fellow 
scholars in building forts of snow, ranging them into besieg- 
ers and besieged, and attaekiju; and defending with snow- 
balls. 
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tered as a pupil in the Philadelpjiia Academy, where 
he remained until his eighteenth year. So great was 
Ms attachment to mathematical science, and so eager 
his zeal to reach its summit, that the united solicitations 
of his friends and tutors could not prevail on him to 
devote more time to the dead languages than was merely 
sufficient for the acquirement ol* Sieir rudiments. — ^After 
leaving the academy, Wayne took up his residence in 
his native county, the settlement and improvement of 
which, though as yet in their infancy, were daily ad* 
vancing. At this time a surveyor of competent abili« 
ties was much needed in the adjustment of controver- 
sies, on account of disputed and ill-defined lines, and 
the location of roads for public and private accommo* 
dation ; he therefore commenced the pursuit of sur* 
veying, and also devoted a portion of his time to prac* -« 
tical astronomy and engineering. The manuscripts 
which he has left behind him on'those subjects have 
attracted the notice and elicited the applause of distin- 
guished professors. 

Having opened an office as a land surveyor, he -soon 
found himself surrounded by a lucrative business. At 
this period, the peace of 1763 between France and 
Great Britain, gave to the latter the undispiited autho- 
rity over the island of Nova Scotia, and it was conse- 
quently the policy of her government to colonize this 
new portion of her dominions. Inducements were h^ 
out, and capitalists residing in the older provinces, as- 
sociated diemselves together for the purpose of specu- 
lation. A company of this kind was formed in Penn- 
sylvania in 1764, consisting of merchants and money- . 
ed men, of whom Dr. Franklin, that patron of science 
and learned men, was one. Admiring the gentlemanly 
manners of young Mr. Wayne, and highly appreciat- 
ing his talents, Fianklin brought him forward as a fit 
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person for the agent of the company, in which capa- 
city the services of a capable person were necessary ; 
a person " who should visit the territory offered for 
settlement ; inspect the soil, as regarded the purpose 
of agriculture ; ascertain the means of commerci^ fa* 
cility connected with it ; and, under these several views, 
locate the tract to be grafted, it will be thought highly 
creditable to Mr. Wayne, then in his twenty^rst yeari 
that, of the many applicants for this agency, he should 
have been chosen on the special recommendation of so 
discriminating a judge as Dr. Franklin.''* 

In the month of March, 1765, Mr. Wayne embark* 
ed for Nova Scotia. The agency for this new popii* 
lation company was both responsible and arduous* 
Warrants were to be taken out, correct* fl!]urveys wei^ 
to be made and returned, patents to be procured for the 
lends, etc.; in addition to which actual setdemoits 
were to be effected. So ardent was Wayne's zeal for 
the accomplishment of his mission, t. 6., die objects of 
it, that he permitted nothing within, hie control to im- 
pede its progress. About the middle of December, 
having executed to the letter the views of the company 
thus far, he returned to Pennsylvania, and laid before 
hie friends and employeis charts of the lands taken up, 
with a detailed account of his proceedings-^-all of which 
afforded the most perfect satisfaction to the company. 
Early in tibe spring of 1766, he again repaured to 
I^ova Scotia, in order to complete the task so advan* 
tageoiisly commenced in the preceding year, taking 
with him many settlers, implements of husbandry, pro» 
visions, etc. Late in the autumn of that year he re- 
turned to Philadelphia, having, in a manner highly 
honorable to himself, and grat^ying to the company, 



* Sparks' American Biography, voL iv. page 6, 
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accomplished the various objects of his agency. And 
the company, having, through his indefatigability, sue*- 
ceeded in planting Uieir new colony, continued him as 
an agent to extend and improve it* Although he did 
not revisit the setdement, he directed the concern, so 
long as it retained the character of an association. The 
correspondence which remainsr on this subject proves 
him to have been an able negotiator, and his numerous 
field notes, charts, and astronomical observations, ex- 
hibit accuracy as well as great taste in execution. The 
labor bestowed on this infant establishment promised a 
rich reward to the association, but the active and glori- 
ous part which Wayne and his companions espoused 
in behalf of their country, previous to, and during the 
revolutionary war, deprived them of enjoying the fruits 
of their enterprise in Nova Scotia. 

In the year 1767, Wayne married a daughter of 
Benjamin Penrose, an eminent Philadelphia merchant i 
and the already hostile position assumed between the 
colonies and the mother country, having put an end to 
his diiities as agent ipr the company, he repaired to 
Chester county, and established himself on a farm. 
From this period until the year 1774, his time was oc- 
cupied in agriculture and ^ practical surveying. Such 
was his cielebrity as a surveyor, that he was called for 
on all important and intricate cases, both in his own 
county and those adjoining. And many of the provin- 
cial and other principal roads in Pennsylvania have felt 
the impress of his chain and compass. During the above 

* ** And, what may be considered as redounding still mor« 
to his credit, that, after a full trial of his qualifications, the ad- 
ditional trial of superintending the settlements actually mad^» 
should have been continued, in him, until, in 1767, the men- 
acing controversy between Great Britain and her colonies 
put an end to the enterprise.*')w;^parA»' Biography, 
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period — ^from 1767 to '74 — ^he w«| elected to vatious 

county offices, and at the same time he took a leading 

lart among patriots in preparing for the struggle that, 

as day after day made more evident,) was about to 

take place between the provinces and Great Britain. 

For the purpose of vaising revenue, the British par- 
liament passed resolutions imposing oppressive duties 
on the trade of the colonies. » These acts were received 
in America with a general feeling of indignation. 
'* Treated hitherto with comparative kindness and in- 
dulgence, the people' could not fail to perceive that such 
measures were harsh and coercive* They were, in 
fact, not less impolitic than unkind ; for it could not 
reasonably be expected that those communities, who 
had been left to gr^rw in the free air of independence 
in childhood, and had acted as the allies of the parent 
state in youth, would submit to a system of unbending 
restraint, when they had attained to the strength and 
maturity of manhood. Parliament should have under- 
stood, ^at while the colonies were becoming more and 
more jealous of their rights, they were also becoming 
sensible of their power. If they had learned the les- 
son of civil freedom from the Pilgrims, they had also 
learned the art of war from the French and Indians."* 
Anthony Wayne was one of the provincial deputies 
who, early in the year 1774, were chosen, by the dif- 
ferent counties, to take into' consideration the alarming 
state of afiairs at this crisis, and report thereon. He 
was also a member of the Pennsylvania convention, 
which, shortly after this, assenibled in the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, aad the patriotic zeal and spirited proceed- 
ings of which body excited an honors^le and power- 
ful emulation in the other colonies. 



* Frost's History of the United States. 



16 LIFE OF ANTHONY WAYNE. 

The State of public affairs strongly indicated that the 
Pennsylvania Legislature of 1774-5, should be com- 
posed of men possessing the soundest heads and stout- 
est hearts ; the greatest care was consequently taken 
throughout the province to secure the election of men 
of this description. Among the members returned from 
Chester county was Anthony Wayne, who, with 
Charles Thompson, Thon^as Mifflin, and other zealous 
patriots of the same body, led the way in preparing for 
the decisive part which Pennsylvania afterwards took 
in the general contest. In the suminer of 1T75, Wa3me 
was appointed a member of ,the cdmmittee of safety, 
with Dr. Franklin, John Dickinson, and others, alike 
distinguished for zeal in their country's cause. To 
this committee belonged the duty of calling into actual 
service the citizens, and providing for the defence of 
the province against invasion from abroad and insurrec- 
tion at home. 

Wayne, having resolved to enter the service of his 
country the moment an opportunity should present, 
and being himself ftdly convinced that the controversy 
between the two countries would only be settled by the 
sword, assiduously applied iiis mind to acquiring a 
knowledge of military tactics, and gave a great portion 
of his time and labor to the institution and inst^ction 
of military associations throughout his native county* 
On the subject of military discipline and tactics, every 
writer of eminence, and within his reach, was procur- 
ed ; and every day, which he could spare from other 
public duties, he devoted to performing the service of a 
drill officer, and infusing into the minds of hid fellow* 
citizens a knowledge of military science. His grow* 
ing popularity brought to his standard large assem- 
blages of the youths of Chester county wherever he 
appointed a drill, and the confidence whidi they repos* 



LIFE OF ANTHONY WAYNE. 17 

ed in his skill .and intrepidity, was an earnest of the 
most prompt and strict attention to his orders should 
the occasion come when he should be called upon to 
lead them into battle. 

Wayne, in size, was above what is termed the *' mid* 
die stature," and was well proportioned. He had dark 
hair. His forehead was high and handsomely formed. 
The color of his eyes was a dark hazel, intelligent^ 
quick, and penetratmg. His nose approached the 
aquiline. The remainder of his face was well propor- 
tioned, and his whole countenance fine and animated. 
His natural disposition was exceedingly amiable. He 
was ardent and sincere in his attachments. His morals 
were chaste, his manners refined. 

So desirous was this zealous republican of disciphn- 
ing the different military associations in his native 
county, that, in September, 1775, he abstracted him- 
self wholly from the political councils of the province, 
and devoted his energies to the object of raising a vol- 
unteer regiment. This object he pursued wi3i such 
combined decision and discretion, that he was but six 
weeks in completing a regiment, of which he was 
unanimously chosen colonel, and by his address and 
assiduity soon exhibited, to the surprise of his country- 
men, a corps naore resembling veterans than militia. 
They were young and gallant men who thronged to the 
standard of Anthony Wayne ! Every thing conspired 
to make the young men of that day patriots, agitated as 
the citizens were diroughout the colonies with the great 
questions of taxation and the rights of a free people. 
The clouds of war threatened, and the young and en- 
thusiastic at once turned their attention to military 
ficience. They ransacked history for the description 
of battles, and even though they did not obtain much 
of information in regard to tactics from historians, tiiey 
2* 
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neyertheless imbibed no inconsiderable share of mili- 
tary ardor from perusing and dwelling upon the heroic 
deeds of the past. The spirit of liberty was abroad. 
Thousands of young men throughout the colonies were 
thronging to enrol tliemselves. Already had the great 
drama of the Revolution opened at Lexington and 
Bunker's Hill. Already had Washington accepted the 
command of the army, and repaired to the seat of war. 
Indications of patriotism and military superiority like 
that which displayed itself thus early in the career of 
Anthony Wayne, was particularly welcome at this 
crisis. Congress, sitting at Philadelphia, had called 
upon each of the colonies for a certain number of regi- 
ments to reinforce the northern army ; and of the four 
required from Pennsylvania, the one raised by the ex- 
ertions of Wayne was called upon, and upon him was 
conferred the command of it His commission dates 
the 3d of January, 1776. So soon as the appointment 
was announced, those that he had drilled and disciplin- 
ed, flocked around him, enthusiastically ready to fol- 
low his fortunes in the service of their common country. 
This was a circumstance highly flattering to him, as 
well as honorable to themselves, and by which means 
he was speedily enabled to take the field. He receiv- 
ed orders to join the army under General Lee at New 
York;* from whence he proceeded with his officers 
and men to Canada, where he arrived about the last of 
June, and his regiment formed a part of the brigade, 
under the command of General Thompson, stationed 
at the mouth of Sorel river. 



* Washington, in person, was besieging the British in the 
town of Boston, which they evacnated on the 17th of March, 
1776 ; but previous to that, he had sent a force under Gene* 
ral Lee to put New York city and Long Island into a state of 
defence. 
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By the death of Gen. Thomas, who had command- 
ed the northern army, the command devolved upon 
Maj. Gen. Sullivan, who arrived at Sorel river at 
about the same time Wayne did.* Sullivan, being in* 
formed that a detachment of six hundred of the British 
light infantry had advanced as far westward as the 
Trois Rividres, (Three Rivers,) and were posted there 
under the command of Gen. Frazer, was desirous of 
not only checking their advance, but striking them be* 
fore they could concentrate their forces ; he was de- 
sirous of recapturing the post, and establishing a heavy 
battery upon it, which, if not sufficient entirely to pre- 
vent the ascent of the British armed vessels and trans- 
ports up the St. Lawrence to Montreal, might at least 
so embarrass the navigation as greatly to retard their 
progress thither.t 

With these views, Sullivan intrusted the expedition 
to Gen. Thompson, who set out upon the night of 
the 3d of July, at the head of three regiments ; Wayne's, 
St. Clair's and Irvine's. Although the plan of this ex- 
pedition was well laid, and much resolution discovered 
in the execution of it, yet a combination of untoward 
circumstances compelled the Americans to retreat in 
the greatest confusion. Gen. Thompson, and the 



* ** John Sullivan, an officer in the army of the American 
Revolution, born in Maine, established himself as a lawyer in 
New Hampshire. Turning his attention to military affairs, 
he received, in 1772, the commission of major, and in 1775, 
that of brigadier-general. The next year he was sent to Ca- 
nada, and on the death of General Thomas, the command of 
the army devolved on him." — BiogrophieaL DteHonary, 

The northern army had been in command of General 
Montgomery, who fell at the assault on Quebec. After him 
General Wooster had the command. General Thomas, who 
was sent to succeed the latter, died, during the retreat from 
Quebec, on the 3d of June. 

t St» Clair's Narrative. 
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gaUant Col. Irvine, with some odier officers, were 
taken prisoners, together with about two hundred pri- 
vates; and several rank and file were killed. Col. 
St Clair received a wound in one of his feet, and 
the movements of the brigade devolved upon CoL 
Wa3me, who, though severely wounded himself, con- 
ducted the retreat in a masterly manner, and succeeded 
in uniting and bringing off the dispersed and broken 
bodies of troops, and with which he returned to the 
camp at the mouth of the Sorel. This post it was no 
longer possible to hold; the Americans consequently 
evacuated it, and a retreat towards Lake Champlain 
was commenced. The duty of covering this movement 
fell to the part of Col. W^yne and the Pennsylvania 
regiments. Already a heavy British column was ad- 
vancing, and the Americans had but just time to leave 
the fort before the head of the enemy's column enter- 
ed it. The retreat was ably conducted by Wayne, 
and, ultimately, after many feats of bravery, and en- 
during much toU and innumerable privations, the Ame- 
ricans, with their baggage and stores, were safely con- 
centrated at Ticonderoga, on the 17th of July. 

At this post, and its dependencies, generals Gates 
and Schuyler, then commanding, determined to take 
their stand. In October, the British commander-in- 
chief. Sir Guy Carleton, resumed offensive measures, 
and, with a part of his fleet, appeared in view of these 
posts. He reconnoitred the fortifications, but found 
them so well prepared to resist an assault, and the late- 
ness of the season precluding the trial of a siege, that 
he concluded to suspend operations until the foUowing 
spring. He had landed his forces as if determined to 
attack the American posts ; but, with his new impre&h 
sions on his mind, he re-embarked his army, and re- 
tired into winter quarters in Canada. 



LIFE OF AKTHONY WAYNE. 21 

. Immediately after the main body of die British had 
withdrawn from the neighborhood of Ticonderoga, 
Gen. Gates repaired to Washington's army with a 
strong detachment of the northern troops, ^d the com- 
mand of the remainder devolved on Gen. Schayler, by 
whom the following orders were issued. 

«* November 23rf, 1776. 
" Colonel Anthony Watnb, 

" Sir, — ^The care of the fortress of Ticonderoga, and 
Mount Independence, being committed to you, as com* 
manding officer, with a garrison composed of your 
regiment, and those of Wood, Dayton, Irvine, Burrell, 
and Whitcomb, to compose the garrison, tofi;ether with 
the artillery, under Major Stevens, the light infantry 
companies, under Colonel Whitcomb, Colonel Bald- 
win, the chief engineer, with sundry artificers, and Ma- 
jor Hay, A. D. Q. M. General, including in all upwards 
of 2500 rank and file. — ^I have the fullest confidence in 
your vigilance, attention, and foresight to guard against 
surprise, and to do every thing that may have a ten- 
dency to secure your post, and promote the weal of the 
service, etc. PHILIP SCHUYLER.'* 

The compliment paid Col. Wayne in selecting 
him for the command of such an important trust, was 
certainly a high and flattering one. The arrangement 
was particularly agreeable to the troops ; Congress ap* 
proved of it, and the gallant soldier was, on the 21st of 
the following February (1777) promoted by that body 
to the rank of brigadier-general. The details of tiiis 
command are honorable to Wayne, and not devoid of 
interest to the reader, but the limits of this memoir pre- 
clude their insertion. He continued at this post from 
November, 1776, to May, 1777, at which period, in 
consequence of his earnest solicitations, he was order- 



22 LIfC OF ANTHONY WAYNE* 

ed to join the main army, then under Washington, in 
New Jersey. A day or two previous to his departure 
for head^quarters, the field officers of the continental 
army at Ticonderoga unanimously addressed him in the 
most affectionate and flattering terms. 

The campaign of 1776 had proved rather disastrous 
to the Americans; a large number were taken prison- 
ers, "and conveyed to New York, where they were 
confined in the most horrible of all dungeons, the Bri- 
tish prison ships. There they endured sufferings, which 
have seldom known a parallel in the annals of cruelty. 
But they bore all with the patience of martyrs, and the 
courage of patriots. When offered liberty and promo- 
tion if they would join the royal party, they spurned 
the offer with contempt; and hundreds of them expir- 
ed in captivity, rather than desert the cause to which 
they had devoted themselves.''* 

The campaign of 1777, had opened on both sides 
with a rapid succession of assaults and surprises. At 
Peekskill, on the North River, the Americans were at- 
tacked by a large body of the British, under convoy of 
a frigate ; they set the stores and buildings on fire, and 
retreated. The British, after finishing the work of 
destruction, returned to the city of New York. This 
took place on the 23d of March. 

On the 13th of April, an attempt was made by Lord 
Comwallis and Gen. Grant, to surprise and cut off 
Gen. Lincoln, who, with 500 men, was posted at 
Bound Brook, a few miles from Brunswick, in New 
Jersey. The force of the British on this occasion was 
near 2000, but Lincoln, by a daring and energetic move- 
ment, notwithstanding he was pardy surrounded, forced 
his passage through 3ie enemy's columns, and escap^ 



• Frost's United States. 
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with a loss of less than a hundred men, leaving some 
baggage and three pieces behind. 

These, and similar, desultory enterprises were being 
carried on, whilst the northern army lay inactive at 
Ticonderoga. The valor, and 'enterprising nature, of 
WaynC) could not be contented except in tho theatre 
of the war, — ^which was at the crisis on the soil of New 
Jersey,— ^nd hence his solicitations to be transferred 
to the head-quarters of the commander-in-chief, where 
he arrived about the middle of May, and was received 
by the officers and soldiers of the army, but especially 
by those of the Pennsylvania line, widi great pleasure. 
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CHAPTER II, 

Campaign of 1777^— Washington's praises of Wa]me's gal- 
lantry in the fields — Confidence of the Pennsylvanians in 
Wa3rne's superior talents^— Letter to him from Dr. Rush-^ 
his reply. — ^Battle of Brandywine* — ^Wayne at Chad's Ford 
— ^his bravery and coolness in this action* — ^Engagement 
of 16th September— Wayne at the post of danger-— A ftill 
account of the ** Massacre at the Paoli/' as it is caUed^r— 
Court Martial of Wayne in consequence— his defence, his 
acquittal, etc. 

General Howe, having received reinforcements 
from England, crossed over from New York city into 
the state of New Jersey, with 30,000 men. This was 
about the 1st of June, 1777. Washington had but 7000 
men to resist this overpowering number of well disci- 
plined troops. Howe manoeuvred for several days, with 
the object of drawing Washington from the strong posi- 
tion he occupied at Middlebrook. One day he would 
pretend an attack on the American camp, and the next 
Z flank movement on Philadelphia — in which city Con- 
gress was sitting, and the expulsion of which body, to- 
gether with the capture of titkt city, were now the pro- 
minent objects that Howe was desirous of effecting. 
These manoeuvres not succeeding, he counterfeited aa 
alarm, and made a precipitate retreat to Staten Island, 

Wayne, immediately on his arrival at head-quarters, 
bad been placed in command of a brigade. He had 
made every possible exertion to bring it into the field 
in a high state of discipline ; and, for this purpose, as 
well as on account of the deeply interesting crisis of the 
war, he denied himself the pleasure of even visiting his 
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femily, from whom he had been separated more ihaa 
sixteen months. His corps, and those respectively of 
Sfdlivan, Morgan, and Maxwell, were ordered to pur* 
sue the retreating enemy ; whilst Washington himself, 
with the main army, should follow to sustain an attack 
or cover a retireat. Howe, now learning &at Wash- 
ington was in pursuit of him, recalled his forces from 
Staten Island, and advanced with his whole army, 
hoping to bring the latter to a pitched battle ; pushi^ 
rapidly forward himself, despatching Lord Comwallis 
with a force to seize the post at Middlebrook* But die 
whole object was discovered by an American recon«" 
Boitering party; Washington returned towards the. 
mountains and rained the strong hold of his former po-< 
sition, befqre Comwallis had an opportunity to reach it. 

Howe, finding he 4^idd not brmg Washington to a 
pitched battle, and baffled in every way by the Ameri- 
can Fabius, gave up the design <^ reaching Philadd« 
phia by a land march through New Jersey, and em- 
barked 1B,000 of his troops on the 5th of Jdy, sailing 
southward ; leaving the remainder of the army with 
Sir Henry Clinton, to kfiep New York city in posses- 
sion of the British, 

During these skirmishes, Wayne and Morgan par- 
ticulariy distinguished themsdlves, evidence of which 
we have m Washington's report to Congvess, dated 
June 22d. '< They displayed great bravery and goQd 
conduct ;*' says he, '* they constantly advanced on an 
enemy far superior to themselves in number, and well 
secured behind jBttong redoubts." Washington held 
Wayne in high estimation ; in fact, he soon became a 
favoHte with the commander-in-chief, Klid at all times 
shared largely of his confidence. 

The people of l^ennsylvania were at this period, un- 
happily, much divided on the subject of state pdicy* 
3 
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In order that Gen, Wayne might aid in restoring 
harmony, many of his former poHtical associates were 
anxious that he should visit his native state, and 
among them was one of her favorite sons, the dis- 
tinguished Dr. Benjamin Rush, a signer of the Decla- 
ration of Independence, and then a member of the 
Pennsylvania delegation in Congress* He wrote to 
Wayne. " Gome, my dear sir," is his language, " and 
let us weep together over this dear nurse of our child*- 
hood, the protectress of our youth, and the generous 
rewarder of our riper years. 'De republica nunquam 
desperandum est' Let us unite our efforts once more, 
and perhaps we may recover Pennsylvania from her 
delirium. At present she has lifted a biife to her own 
throat Your timely' prescriptions may yet save her 
life. I need not say, diat in the field, we expect that 
the Pennsylvanians will show us the * metal of their 
pasture' in the day of trial. Let no other state bear 
away from us the palm of military glory."*, 

This letter was addressed to Wayne while he was 
with the army in New Jersey. Wayne replied very 
fully to the political part of Dr. Rush's episUe, and re- 
gretted that his military duties would not admit of his 
absence from the army. He adds, **The enemy do 
not seem fond of meeting disciplined troops. My bri* 



• ''Benjamin Bush, an eminent American physician, was 
bom, in 1745, in Bristol, Pennsylvania; educated at Prince- 
ton* and took his degree at Edinburgh; chosen in 1776 a 
member of Congress, and signed the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence ; professor of medicine an4 clinical practice at the 
Pennsylvania Universir^; died in 1813. He was one of the 
greatest and best men who have adorned his countty* Among 
his works are. Essays, Literary, Moral, and Philosophical; 
Medical Inquiries and Observations ; and a History of the 
Yellow Fever."— ^0MjgfYipA«6a^ Didionary. 
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gade offered (jren. Grant battle six times the other 
day ; he as often formed, but always on our approach 
his people- broke and run, aft^r firing a few vollies, 
which we did not return, being determined to let theill' 
feel the effects of a close fire, and then give them the 
bayonet under cover of the smoke. This hero, who 
was to march through America at the head of 5000 
men, by a fiank fire of our artillery had his coat much 
dirtied, his horse's head taken off, and himself badly 
bruised, for having the presumption, at the head of 
seven hundred British troops, to face five hundred Penn- 
sylvanians. You may rest assured, sir, that the Penn- 
sylvanians will not give up * the palm of military glory' 
to any troops on earth." 

A^ the British retreated from New Jersey, some 
time elapsed before Sir William Howe developed the 
real object of his next movement. iSo soon as it was 
ascertained. Gen. Wayne received tfie following order 
from the eommander4n-ehief, which was promptly 
obeyed and satisfactorily executed. 

, " Head Quarters. 

*« The fleet have gone out of the Hook,* and as Del- 
aware appears to be the most probable destination, 1 
desire that you will leave your brigade under the next 
in eommand, and proceed to Chester county, in Penn« 
sylvania, where your presence will be necessary to ar- 
range the militia who are to rendezvous there." 

To prevent the British firom getting possession of 
Philadelphia, was a matter of deep anxiety to Wash- 
ington and Ccmgress. That that city was the destina- 
tion of the British fleet was the commonly received 
opinion ; and the Americans obstructed the navigation 

• The British fleet left Sandy Hook on the 25th of July. 
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of the riyer by a cheTEOX-de-lnae and o&er woASf 
which they placed a few miles below the city* Howe 
being apprized of these obstructions, sailed farther 
south, and entered the CheiBapeake. Washington, re* 
ceiving intelligence that the British fleet was standing 
up the bay, instantly decamped from the margin of the 
Delaware, in Buck's county, and marched kith his 
whole army to oppose, if not defeat, the object of the 
enemy— the reduction Nof Pennsylvania, particularly 
that of Philadelphia. 

On the 24th of August, Howe landed . hii^ forces at 
the head of Elk river. He was not ready to mlareh 
upon Philadelphia until the 3d of September, wheu h^eet 
his columns in motion, and advanced with but little op* 
position until he arrived, on the 11th, at the southern 
bank of a small river, called the Brandy wii^e, and within 
twenty-flve miles of the city. Here he was met by the 
American army, Wjashington having resolved to try the 
fortunes of a battij^. On this memorable 11th of S^ep* 
tember, 1777, Gen. Wayne conducted a division. T^ 
point most accessible to the enemy was Chad's Ford, 
At this place, the post of dang^, Wayne was stationed, 
with orders to resist the passage of the column under 
Knyphausen. So soon as Sir William Howe com- 
menced the attack on the right, Knyphausen made his 
arrangements to pass the Ford, when a tremendous 
cannonade, accompanied by small arms, commenced 
on both sides. The conflict was mos^ gallantly kept 
up by Wayne and his troops till near sunset, when 
being apprized of the defeat sustained in his rear-— 
namely, that the right flank of the American line had 
given way, and had been followed by 4ie flight ahd dis- 
order of its centre and lefWhe thought it prudent to 
retreat, overpowered as he was by numbers, and p^r- 
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ediiiig iStie enemy, who ha^d mnqnighed' our right co- 
lii0ii^'«pprotehhig near his flank and rear."* 

Mueh oeedit was bestowed on WvynB and his divi* 
skm for their ooolnesB and bnivery thronghont the day, 
and it was well merited. Their gallant resistance at 
the Fmxi meet eerl»inly prevented Knyphansen from 
materially aanoyia^ our retreatiiig eolnmns. <' The 
contest, wMeh began on our ri^t," says Col. Lee, 

* «^ spread to our left, was warm in some parts of the 
Anerieaa line, and many of the corps distinguished 
thensdtves. The most co\lspieuons were the brigades 
of Wayne and Weedon, and the 3d regiment of Virginia, 
GOflunanded by Col. Marshalt, to which, with the ar- 
tillery ^Ureeted by Col. Proctor, of Pennsyivania, much 

• praise was given."t The loss sustained by the Ameri- 
eaas in tins action has been stated at 800 killed, 600 
wounded, and 400 prisoners. Sir William Howe stated 
the loss of his army to be only 100 killed and 400 
wounded. It was in this batlle that young La Fayette 
£«st drew his sword in the cause of our country's Uber^ 
ties. Though wounded in die leg, he kept his posi- 
tion, and continued to c)^er and encour^ige the troops 
to the end of the engagement.^ 

Washington, with his army, retired to Chester in 
the night ; decamping on the following morning, and 
marching by the route of Philadelphia. Here he cross- 
ed the Schuylkill, and resolved to give the enemy ano*^ 

• * The firing on the left being the signal for Knyphansen 
to act, tiiis officer began his moveinents accordingly ; but, 
notwithstanding the weight and vigor of his attack, and the 
aid it received from a covering batteiy, he was unable to 
drive Wayne from his position till near sxmaeU^^-'^-'Sparkt^ 
Amenean Biography. 
' f Tide Lee's Memoirs of the Southern Campaigns* 
^ Frost's Uoited States. 

3* 
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Aer batde. For this purpose both armies were array- 
ed on the 16ih, in G<raheii townshtpt Chester county* 
some distance south-west of the Warren tarem, on the 
road leading from Philadelphia to Lancaster. Gen. 
Wayne, as in the other instance, was given the post of 
danger, and commenced the action with great spirit. A 
violent storm of wind and rain oeme on, a^ rendmed 
it impossible for either army to keep ihe field.* Se- 
parated by the tempest from l^is adversary. Washing- 
ton resolved to replenish his ammunition, which, owing 
to the defective construction of the tumbrels and car- 
touch-boxes, had been rendered useless. He, there- 
fore, retired with the main army up the Schuylkill, and 
crossed at Parker's ferry, where he might be enabled 
to obtain a fresh simply in time to dispute the passage 
of the Schuylkill, and yet make another effort to save 
Pbiladdphia. 

On the 19th Wayne received the following order from 
the commander-in-chief, which had been preceded oa 
the 17th and 18th by others, equally, if not more uigent. 

" Reading Furnace, 6 o'clock, P. M. 
" Dear Sir : — ^I have this instant received yours of 
half past 3 o'clock, a.m. Having written to you already 
to move forward upon the enemy, 1 have but little to 
add. Generals Maxwell and Porter are ordered to do 
the same, being at Pott's forge. I could wish you and 
those generals to act in conjunction, to make your ad- 
vance more formidable, but I would not have too much 
time delayed on this account. I shall follow as speedily 
as possible with jaded men — some may probably go 

• **The action took place near the Warren tavern; was 
close and sharp as long as it lasted, and would in a few mi* 
nutes have become general, but for a deluge of rain which 
separated the combatants."— <%)arA»' BUtgrapky* 
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pff immediately, if 1 4nd ihey are in a condition for it 
The horse are almost all out upon the patrol. Car* 
trklges have heea ordered for you. Give me the eai^ 
Best information of every thing interesting and of your 
moves, that I may know how to govern mine by ^em. 
The cUiHng qff^ihe enemy's baggage would be a great 
master. Yours, sincerely, « 

•* Geo. Washinoton," 

Wayne, in reply» asliured Washington, that ^ every 
possible exertion would be made to cany his orders 
into effect." For this purpose, on the evening of the 
l^th, with a great diminution of his division since the 
battle of the 11th, in consequence of the killed, wound- 
ed and sick, he took an excellent position, with 1500 
troops, militia induded, three miles in the^ rear of the 
left wing of the British army ,«— whence, after being re* 
inforced, it was his intention to march and attack the 
enemy's rear, when they decamped, and, if jxrasible, 
** cut. off ^eir baggage." But in this he was disap- 
pointed. Traitors, on the evening above mentioned, 
passed into the British camp, fully appriased the enemy 
of Wayne's position, and in the night eonducted them 
to it, as we shail see. 

Wayne had taken this position, two miles west of 
the Paoli tavern, there to be joined by Gmi* Small wood 
and the Maryland malitia. His encampment was re- 
markably well chosen; no public roads were then in 
existence which led immediately to it, and, from the 
direction in which the enemy lay, it was difficult of ac- 
cessi and all his arrangements to prevent either a sur* 
piiea or a repulse were admirably formed. Nigbt had 
oome on ; Smallwood had not yet arrived ; pickets and 
sentinels had been planted, and patrols of horse thrown 
forward on the by*roads leading into the camp. Some- 
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tjatae after nine o'clock in llie evening, Wayne wae 
given to under9tand that a boy, who during the day had 
been captured and liberated by the enemy, had over* 
heard one British soldier remark to another that ^ an 
attack on the Amerioan party would be made duriitt 
the night." In consequence of which, though he did 
not place much reliance upon the report, he multipHed 
both his pickets and patrols, directed the troops to re- 
pose on Uieir arma^ and, as it was then raining, to put 
theif eartouch-boxes under &eir coats.* 

He was Uius prep^ed either to meet an attadi or to 
withdraw from it, as circumstances might prompt. In 
the meantime, detachments of the enemy had set out, 
having been previously apprized of Wayne's position, 
and were now faithfully piloted over hills and a long by- 
patibis. At eleven o'clock, Wayne was. aware of the 
near approach of the British column, and, conjectaring 
from' Uie direction of its march, that the^ attack was 
aimed at Ihe right of his position, he immediately or* 
dered Col. Humpton, second in command, '* to wheel 
the line and lead off by a road leading to the White 
Horse tavern ; while with the first Pennsylvania regi- 
ment, the light infantry, and the horse, he should post 
himself pn 3ie right and cover the retreat." With this 
arrangement, &e artiltory moved off, sustaining nether 
injury or loss; nor, under this judicious direction, 
WouM any have befallen the in&ntry, if the order given 
to Humpton had been promptly obeyed by him. But 
from negligence or misapprehension, this officer failed 
to put the troops in mo^on, till dirice ordered to do so* 
This delay gave the British time to oome up before the 
infantry could make dieir retreat good. The enemy 
fell upon them, with ^ cry of ** No quarters," and 



* Sparks' American Biography. 



LIFE OF ANTH&NY WAYNE, 33 

one hundred and fifty were killed and wounded in this 
action, as reported by Wayne, which statement was 
subsequently proven to be correct.* The British re- 
port made the number three hundred, and American 
writers have generally copied this report, not making 
allowances for exaggeration. Persons were still living 
in 1829, who assisted in burying the dead ; but fifty- 
ihree bodies were found on the field, which were de- 
cently interred by the neighboring farmers in one grave, 
immediately adjoining the scen^ of action, being one 
mile Bonih of the Warren tavern, on the Philadelphia 
and Lancaster turnpike road.t 

If Wajme had occupied the ground on the night of 
^e 20th, whidi 86me,^eyen American historians, assert 
lie did, and ther^ the disaster had occurred, he would 
have been jusdy accountable to his God and country 
for all, the blood shed on that nigh| ; because the posi- 
tiim would have been extremely inidi^ble in itself, and 

• See the Gasket, for 1939, and fi^arks' Biography. 

t «On the 20th of September, 1817, being the 40th annivflr- 
SMFy of the Massacre, a Monument was erected over the. re- 
mains of those gallant men, by the Republican Artillerists of 
Chester County, aided by die contributions of tfieir fellow 
oiti2ens. It is composed of white marble, and is a pedestal 
sttrmoonted by a pyramid Upoi^ the four sid^s of the body 
of the pedestal, are appropriate inscriptions. The mono* 
ment is enpl^ed by a stone, wall, forming a rectangular ob- 
long, from north to south, sixty feet in length and twenty in 
widdi. The historical account of the iQcation of this engage- 
ment is erroneous It is stated to have occurred in the woods, 
near the entrance of the road leading from Darby into that 
leading to Lai^caster. The fact is not so. The position of 
tlie troops, on that night, was nearly, if not quite, two miles 
west from ^s place, and on ground iucomparably more eli- 
gible. The Paoli tavern is situated at the spot first above 
meationed. The afiair, in consequence of this topographical 
error, has been styled the ** Massacre at the Paoli.'*^-C<i«&e(> 
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only one mile from the enemy^s lines^ The ahove re- 
marks have been deemed proper, not only on account 
of Wayne's memory, but also for the purpose of hand- 
ing down to posterity correct information on a subject^ 
which has never failed tO- excite much interest and in- 
quiry. 

Shortly after this affair, Gen» Wa3me was much dis^ 
tressed to hear that, either from misrepresentation, 
envy, or malice, he was censured for his conduct ou 
account of the unfortunate rencontre on the night of the 
20th. He therefore addressed the commander-in-chief, 
'as follows :— ' 

*< Sir — ^I feel myself very much injured until such 
time as you. will be kind enough to indulge me with an 
inquiry into my conduct concerning the action of the 
night of the 20th September. 

** Conscious of having done my duty, I dare my ac- 
cusers to a fair and candid hearing ; dark and insidious 
friends I dread ; but from an open and avowed enemy 
I have nothing to fear. 

" I have no other mode of showing them forth to 
open view, than through your means. I must there- 
fore beg an immediate investigation by a Court MarUal. 

"Your compliance will much oblige your excel- 
lency's most obedient humble servant. 

"Anthony Wayne." 

To which the commiBoider^in-chief replied, that ** so 
soon as the army enjoyed a litde respite, Ms request 
should be granted." 

In order that the present and succeeding generations 
may have a view of Wayne's conduct on that night, as 
well as the sentence which was passed on it by a tri- 
bunal perfectly qualified to judge, the following docu- 
ments are presented, as extracted from a public print 
of that day. 



r" 
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Extract of a comnmntiMtfanii dated White llanh, Sd H^orem- 

ber, 1777. 

• The actioii of the night of the 9eth of September, 
neer the Warren, has been Tarioualy and verjr errone- 
eiialy repreeentedL 

However sanguine some persons were in their at* 
t^mpt to detract from the merits of Gen. Wayne, srnd 
the worthy officers of his division, who, with unparal- 
lelhd bravery, stood the bayonets of die enemy, saved 
dl the artillery, and effiscted an honorable retreat in the 
hce of every difficulty and danger, they now find them«* 
selves egregiously deceived in proffering a charge which 
must have proceeded from the worst of motives and the 
worst of hearts. 

A General Court Martial, of which General Sullivan 
waB president, was held the 26th, 2dth,.27th and 30th 
of Pctober, for the trial of Bzigadier»General Wayne, 
on the following charge, viz : 

^That he had timely notice of the enemy's intention 
to attack the troops under his command, on the night 
of the 20th September last, and notwithstanding that 
intelligence, neglected making a disposition until it was 
too late either to annoy the enemy or make a retreat, 
without the utmost danger and confusion/' 

This charge originated with Cd. Humpton, who 
sought to exonerate himself in regard to his cowardice, 
or disobedience of orders, by throwing the odium on 
Wayne, whose defence was as follows. 

'* After the expiration of five weekto, during which 
period the tcmgue of slander has not been idle, I am 
happy to bring my case before a court of whose honor 
and impartial judgment I cannot have the least doubt. 
I shall not intrude on the patience of this court by any 
useless preface, but proceed to answer the charge. 

** The chaige exhibited against me, is, * that I had 
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Innelf notice of the enemy's inletitioB t9 ^ilftdk ^mI 
troops under my command on the night of the 20th 
September, and notwiibstaaiding thtl inteUigience, I ne- 
gkfoled malung a dispontiDn until it was loo late^eitfamr 
to annoy the enemy or make a retreat, without itt ut* 
most confudon.' 

«'The firat part -of the di8rge,*tbat ^I had timeiy 
notice of the enemy's intention to attack the troops iui« 
der my command)' is very readily aki8wered« 

'<I shall briefly relate what these gen^ieinen call a 
timely notice >^k Mr. Jones, an old gentlemen, living 
near where we were encamped, came to my quarters 
between 9 and 10 o'clock at night, and informed me» 
before Colonels Hartley, Broa&ead and Temple, 4hat 
a servant boy belonging to Mr. Clayton had been taken 
by the enemy and lU>erated again, who said that he had 
heard some of their soldiers say. that they intended to 
attack me that night. Although this could not b^ deem* 
ed a suffkient notice on any military principle, yet I 
immediately ordered out a number of videttea, in addi 
tion to those already planted, With directiim to paitrol 
all the roads leading to die enemy's camp. I ^o 
planted two new piquets, the one in front on a blind 
path leading from the Warren to my camp, the other Uk 
the right, and in the rear, which made on that night 
not less ^an six different piquets. 

**I had, exclumve of tiiese, a horse piquet under 
Captain Stoddard well advanced on the Swedesford 
road, being the very way the enemy marched that night. 
But the very first intelUgence which I received of their 
advancing was from one of the very videttes which I sent 
out in consequence of the Hmeh/ notice from Mr* Jones, 
who had only time to go about a mile before he met 
the enemy. Immediately on his return, the troops were 
all ordered to.form, havmg been warned to lay on their 
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^iEtms in ike dveninj?, for a pfirpoee which I shall pie- 
ftentiy mention ; ^t mis time it was raining, and in or- 
d^r to save the cartridges firom wet, I ordered llie sol- 
diers to put their cartouch-boxes under their coats. 
This, genftemen, does not look like a surprise ; it ratiier 
proves that we were prepared either to move off or act 
as the case might require, when tmce apprized which 
w«^ ^ enemy were actually advancing. To have 
made any move, previously to ascertaining that fact, 
might have been attended by fat^ consequences, or to- 
tally subversive of the views of the commander-in-chief. 
iSo soon as it >^as discovered that the enemy were push- 
ing for our right, where our artillery was planted. Ma- 
jor Ryan carried my orders to Colonel Humpton, and 
to the division, for the whole to wheel by sub-platoons 
to the right, and to march off by the left, and>gaih the 
iroad leaaing oh the summit of the hiA toward the White 
Horse, it beirig the very road on which the division 
moved two miles the previous evening. The division 
-Wheeled accordingly ; the artillery moved off, but owing 
10 some neglect, or misapprehension, which is not un- 
common, in Colonel Humpton, the troops did not move 
until a second and third Order were sent, although they 
were wheeled and feced for the purpose. At die very 
time this order for the retreat was at first given, and 
which I presumed was obeyed, I took the light infan- 
try arid the first regiment arid formed- th^m on the right, 
and remained* there with them and the horse in order 
16 cover the retreat. If this was not making a disposi- 
tion, I acknowledge I know not what a disposition is. 
« These troops met and received the enemy with a 
tspirit becoming free Americans, but were forced to give 
•way to numbers. The neglect or misapprehension of 
Colonel Humpton had detained the division too long ; 
otherwise liie dispositioti woidd have been perfect. I 
4 
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wafly in consequence, necessitated to form the 4ih re- 
giment to receire the enemy, and favor the retreat of 
2ie others ; this, Colonel Butler and &e officers of the 
infantry of that regiment, were concerned in and wit* 
nes8 of. About tbree hundred yards in rear of that, I 
again rallied such of the division as took the proper 
route; those who went a contrary way, and out of 
supporting distance, perhaps Colonel Humpton cm give 
the best account of. Here I have a faur and ample field 
for recrimination, were I so disposed. I shaU waive 
the subject, and beg leave to read the orders which I 
received from time to time from his excellency Oeneral 
Washington. 

^'In the eyes of gentlemen and officers,! trust that I / 
stand justified for the part I took on that night. I had 
the fullest and clearest adyice that the enemy would 
march that morning for the river Schuylkill, and in 
consequence of this intelligence, I had reconnoitred a 
road leading immediately along the right flank of the 
enemy, in company with Colonels Humpton and Hart- 
ley, and I had the men laying on their arms, to move, 
(as soon as General Smallwood should arrive,) not 
from but to the enemy. For this purpose I had sent 
Colonel Chambers, as a guide, to conduet that officer 
into my rear, who with his division was expected to 
arrive every moment from two in the aflemoon until 
we were atts^ked, at which time he was within a short 
distance of our rear, and retreated to diCrWhite Horse, 

" I shall just put a serious question or two, and then 
submit the matter to the decision of this court Sup> 
pose that,^ after all these repeated orders from his excel* 
lency, and the arrival of General Smallwood, I had re- 
treated before I knew whether the enemy intended to 
attack me or not, and that they should have marched to 
the Schuylkill that morning, which they actually did. 
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woold not these very gentlemen have been fhe first to 
default me, for putting it out of my power to attack 
their rear? Would not his excellency, with the great- 
est justice,.have ordered me in arrest for cowardice and 
disobedience of bis repeated, peremptory, and most 
pointed orders ? Would not I have stood culpable in 
the eyes of the world ? Woijld not I jusdy have merit- 
ed immediate death or cashiering t I certainly would* 
What Une could I follow but the one I trod ! What 
more could have been done on the occasion than was 
done ? The artillery, anmiunition, etc., were covered 
and saved by a body of troops who were rallied and re* 
mained on the ground more than an hour aAer that 
gentleman, Colonel Humpton, the prosecutor, had ef* 
fected his escape from danger^ although perhaps not 
withoQ t contusion. 

** I hold It needless to say any more, or take up the 
lime of this court on the occasion. I rest my honor 
and character, which to me are more dear than life, in 
the Bands of gentlemen, who, when deciding on my 
bonor, will sot fotget llieir«own." 

Afler a fuU and patient hearing of all the testimony 
brought forward, the court pronounced as follows :~- 
** The Court, having fully considered the^charge against 
Brigadier-Geiieral Wa3me, and the evidence produced 
to them, are unanimomfy of opinion that General 
Wayne is not guUty of the charge exhibited against 
him, but that he, on the night of the 20th September 
nltimo, did every thing that could be expected from an 
acHve^ brave^ and vigilarU officer, under the orders 
which he then had. The court do acquit him with the 
highest honor.** 

^ The Commander-itt«ehief approves the sentence." 
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CHAPTER III. 

Battle of Oenaantoim, October 4, 1777, and the heroic pan 
sustained by Wayne during the day<— His letter to Wash- 
ington—letter to his family^-^The British take possession 
of Philadelphia. — ^The American army at Whitemarsh, and 
at Valley Forge. — Some account of th^ British while in 
Philadelphia— the Doans.^ — ^Wayne in camp— he repairs to 
Lancaster. — Distressed condition vof the army at Valley 
Forge — ^the foraging excursion of Wayne in New Jersey 
— h& suoeess-— returns to camp, etc. 

DEsmNo it proper to place before the reader a den 
neeount of the particulars in regard to the ** Massacre 
of Paoliy'* as it is usuaUy callea, ve eould not do so 
.without referring to the proceediaogs of the Court Mar* 
J ~ and diverging for the time firom the regular progreas 
of history. We now return to the morning after the 
massacre. 

Bir William Howe, early on the morning of the 2l8i 
of September, decamped from Great Valley^ and by 
easy marches continued his route to Philadelphia; and 
on the 26th took a position in thie village and imme* 
diate vicinity of Germantown, seven miles distant from 
ihe city. General Washington, having ealled in all 
his detadied parties, hroke up his camp at Pottsgrove, 
and with the view of placing his army in a strong .posi* 
tion, and within a convement distance from his ^lemy, 
encamped on the Skippack road, about sixteen miles 
from Germantown. Apprized that the British were 
weakened by sending off detachments for a variety of 
purposes, he suddenly decamped, at 7 o'clock on tbo 



.withotti 
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evenii^ of the 3d of October, and, moTuig with msrecy 
and circumepeetion, attacked the enemy in their camp 
at dawn of day on the 4th. Every prospect of sucoeee 
was at firfit briUiant^ but the day closed on our retreat- 
ing army. On this day the division commanded by 
Wayne, pressed forward from the onset, and following 
its leaiier, mingled in the ^ thickest of the ight," until, 
by a train of unpropitious circumstances, the Ameri- 
cans were necessitated to commence a retreat, in cover- 
ing which Gei^.' Wayne used every exertion which 
bravery and prudence could dictate. 

The following letter was addressed by him on that 
day to Gen. Washington. It is dated " Camp near 
last Head Quarters, Oct. 4th, 1777, 8 o'clock, p.m. 

'' Dbar QiN.~Af!er we left the fi^ld of batde^ the 
troops, who took the upper route, were formed, at 



White Marsh ehoreh, under General Stephen. It y 
thought advisable to renmin tere some tbne in order 
to collect the stragglers, from $he army. The enemy 
made their appearance with « party* of light house, and 
6om 1500 to 20M infantiy, with two field pieces. 
The troops were ordered off, whon I covered the war 
with some infantry and Golond band's drapMOB ; but 
finding the enemy determined .to push us hard, I ob- 
tained firom General Stephen some field pieces, and 
took the advantage of a hill overlooking the road ibe 
enemy were marching on ; &ey met with such a re* 
ceptiqn, that they were induced to retire back over the 
bridge which they had just passed, and give up further 
pursuit. The time gamed by this stand favored the 
retreat of a considerable number of our men, three or 
four hundred of whom are no^v encamped here, and 
which I hope will facilitate the retreat of almost all. 
who were scattered s so that you are now, m my hum- 
4* 
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ble opinion, in as good, if not better, situation than 70a 
were before the action of this day. Your men are con* 
irinced that the enemy may be driven, and although vre 
fell back, yet our people have gained confidence and 
have raised »(nne doubts in the minds of the enemy^ 
which will facilitate their total defeat in the next trial, 
which I shall be happy to see brought to issue so sobn 
as expedient I am your excellency's most ebedient^ 
1 '^AnTHONY Wayne." 

The loss of the Americans in this action, was 152 
killed, 521 wounded, 400 prisoners. The total loss 
of the British was, in killed and wounded 800, besides 
prisoners. 

On this, day the divisions of Sullivan and Wayne 
composed the right wing. ' Washington, in his official 
report, said, ^ In justice to the right wing of the anny» 
whose conduct I had am opportunity of observing as 
they acted immediately under my eye, I have the great> 
est pleasuie to inform you that both the officers and 
men behaved with a degree of gallantry which did them 
the highest honor." And in the following family let^ 
ter. Gen. Wayne gives a detail of* the action so &r as 
he was persoimtiy concerned. 

" Campf near Pawling' a MUla, 7 
« October 6M, 1777. ^ 
" On Ae 4th instant, at the dawn of day, we at- 
tacked General Howe's army at the upper end of 
Germantown ; the action soon became general, when 
we advanced on the enemy with charged bayonets ; 
they broke at first, without waiting to receive us, but 
soon formed again, when a heavy and well directed fire 
took place on each side. The enemy gave w^y, but 
being supported by the grenadiers returned to the 
chaige. General SuUivan'sv division and Conway's 
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fcv^iaiie were at iim dme engaged to the south of Oeiw 
mantown, whilst my divisioii had the right wing of the 
enemy'e anny to encounter, on the jfngrm of the town } 
two^thurds of our army being too fkr to the north to 
afford Us my ffinistance. However, the unparalleled 
bravery of eur troops surmounted every diffieul^, and 
obliged th^ enemy to break and ruQ in the utmost oon- 
fusibn. Our people, remembering the aetion of the 
f^gbt of ibe dOth of September, pushed on with tfaeiv 
bsyonets, and took ample vengeanto foir ^at mght's 
work. Our officers exerted th^seWes to save many 
of the poor wretches who were crying for nuercy, but. 
Id litde purpOise ; the sage and fory of ^ soldiers wer^ 
not to/be resiiradned Ibr some time*-«-at least, £ot until 
ipreal numbers of the enemy fell by their bayonets* 
The &>gi togethei^ wi& the ' snM^ke oeeasioned by our 
eannon and nmskelry, made it almost as d»k ai^ night, 
and our people, mistaking each other for the enemy, 
frequent^ ex€lianged ahots beft»e they diseovered 
their error. We hsMl now pushed the em^y neat three 
Bifies, and were in possession of their whole eiicamp* 
ment, when a faoge body pf troops wei^e discovered aa- 
vancing <m .our left flank, which being taken for the 
enemy, our men fell hack, in defiance of every exer« 
tion of the officers to the C0nlii»ry,.a)id after retreating 
about two mUes, they were 4Jhse<lii«red to be our own 
people, who were originally intended to attach the right 
wing of &e enemy. The fog and this niistake pre* 
vented us from following a victory that in all iuiman 
probability would have put an end to the American war. 
General Howe for some 4ime could not persuade him- 
self that we had run away from victory, but the fog 
clearing off, he ventured to follow us wi^ a lai^e body 
of his infantry, grenadiers, and light horse. I at *thi8 
time being in the rear, with the view of opJlectiBg the 
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itnggiers of our retreadng.army, and finding the eneniy 
detBitauned to puah us hard, irew up in order of battle 
and awaited their approach. When they advanced suf- 
ficiently near, we gave Ihem a few cannoi^ shot. Not 
being pleased with thie reception, our pursuers broke 
and retired*— thus ended the action of that day, which 
continued from daylight until near 10 o'clock. I had 
forgot to mention &at.my toan horse was killed under 
me, within a few yards of the enemy's fr<mt, and my 
left foot a little bruised by a spent ball, but not so much 
so as to prevent me from walking. My poor horse re- 
ceived one musket ball in the breast and one in the 
flank, at the same instant that I had "a slight touch oa 
my left liand, which is scarcely worth noticing* 

** Upon the whole it was a glorious day. Our men 
are in high spirits, and I am confident we shall give 
them a total defeat the next aelioni which is at no great 
distance. 

^ My best^ove and wishes to all Mends. ^ 

" Anthony Wayne." 

Each army, after dus acd^n, resumed its former posi- 
tion. Shortly after which Sir William Howe widi- 
drew his troops from Germantown, and concentrated 
his force in the city and its immediate vicinity. Ccm- 
gress had left on the 18lh of September and proceeded 
to Lancaster, sixty miles in the interior of the state. It 
was on the 20th ^t Howe, with a detachment of his 
troops, took peaceable possession of Philadelphia.* 
■' ■ I ■»« III * 

* As they entered the city, Lord Comwaltis, at ^eir head, 
led the van. They niarehedt down Second «tr^t» without any 
huzzaing or insolence of banner; and the citizens thronged 
the sidewalks, with serious eountenanoes, looking at thenu 
The artillery were quartered in Chestnut street, between 
Thix^ and Sixth streets, — ^the State Rouse yard was made use 
of as a parade grojmd^Watmn*^ Annak of FkUade^phML 
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Washington, being now reinfprced, took a strong - 
position at White Marsh, fourteen miles from Fhila* 
delphia, to which he added extensive field works. 
Howe, supposing that die American general intended 
to hazard another battle for the recovery of the then 
metropolis of the United States, resolved to march from 
Philadelphia on the night of the 4th of December, and 
attempt die surprise of the American campin the same 
manner that Washington had actually surprised that 
of the British at Oermantown. Bui in this design the 
British general fkiled. His.trodps reaiained a few days 
in the neighborhood of the American lines, and made 
many demonstrations of assault, in the eaq)ectation that 
Wa^iington ^ould quit his strong position in order to 
bring on a general «M»tion, which he prudently dedmed. 
After some ctnsiderable skirmishing, Howe returned 
to the city, virtually acknowledging by his retreat 
that he durst not risk a batlie with his adversary on 
ground chosen by himself, notwithstanding he outnum- 
bered Washington in regular troops. The commander- 
in-chief, in his official account of this excursion and re- 
treat of Howe, says:—** I seriously wish they had 
made the attadi; the issue would, in all probability, 
have been hxpipj for us. Policy forbade our Quitting 
our posts to attack them.'* 

On the 7th of December, Howe returned to his win- 
ter quarters, there to indulge in ** all the sweets of 
luxury and pleasure to be drawn from the wealthy and 
populous city of Ph^adelpfaia;'* Whilst Washington, 
on the 11th, with his almost famished and naked 
troopi»9 whose nureh could be traced by the blood from 
their barefeetj proceeded to Valley Foige, sat down in 
a woods, and, in the latter end of De^gmber, cheerfully 
commenced building huts with their own hmds, which. 
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libr- being. completed, were palaces in compaariaon with, 
their ragged tents. 

The British, while tbef wintered in Philadelphia* 
' pursued a roimd of amusements, and their young offi- 
cers indulged in habits and excesses that were bo& 
novel and disagreeable to the staid citizens of a Quaker 
city. Sir Wifiiam Howe was a handsome man, and 
of crarteous manners. H6 had seized the carriage of 
Mrs. Pemberton for his own nse, and rode much about 
the town. Of a socl^ disposition, he gatre many din- 
ner parties, and was desirous of making the acquaint- 
ance of all the opulent families in iJie city. Balls and 
parties succeeded night afker night, in a constant round* 
during the winter. Major Andre, and Cfptain Delan- 
cy, took the lead in bd^ dramatic entertainments as 
were got up at the Old Tteatre (now a distillery) in 
South street, above Foar&. Major Andre assisted in 
painting the scenes, and a ^kop curtain painted by him 
was for years after in use.* 

In their foraging excursions, the British were inva* 
ridbly piloted and assisted by a notoriotis refugee family 
of five brothers and two cousins, bearing the name of 
Doan. It was at th^ instance of this band of free-^ 
hooters tibat Howe had undertaken to surprise the 
Americans at White Marslm and he kept them con- 
stantly on the lookout to fiurnish him wi^ information 
if any opportunity should present.! 

During the whole of the campaign of 1777, Gen. 
Wayne experienced' every vicissitude of the military 
operations, under the immediate command (^ Gen. 
Washington. In councils of war and private confer- 
ence he did every thing in his power to aid hhi country 
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and general. It is a fact which must here he placed jto 
Gen. Wayne's credit, that, owing to a combination of 
circumstances, the duty, which was usuaHy performed 
by three general officers for a length of time, devolved 
on him alone. To this case the commander-in-chief, 
(at one of the most pressing crisises in the campaign of 
17T7,) adverts in an official letter. 

**The recall of Oeneral St. Clair, obliged me to pairt 
mth General Lincoln, whom I could but ill spare, ^o 
that the whole charge of his division is now upon 
General Wayne, there being no other brigadier in it 
than himself." 

'From the encampm^t, Wayne thus addres^ a 
fHend, Richard Peters, Esq. 

« Mount Joy, Dec. 90, 1777. 
*• We are busy in forming a tieiv^ city at this place. 
My people will be coveted in a few days ; I inean as 
to hutfl^ but nidced as to clothing—in which respect ihe/y 
in-e in a worse condition than FaliBtafr*s recruits, wr 
they have not one whole shirt in a brigade — ^he had 
more than that to a company. **»»., The eastern 
i^tates have taken the wise measure of clothing the^r 
own troops. Would to God that Pennsylvania had 
done the same. I hope it is not yet too late. If I had 
not sent out some of my officers to purchase shoes, 
stooMngs, breeches and blankets, (for which ourdother- 
general refuses payment) the Pennsylvania troops mufift 
have either perished, or deserted, before this time. 
However, I expect soon to be able to procuife necessa- 
ries to maka them comfortable ; but to effect this essen- 
tial business, and to recover my health, I shall require 
three or four weeks respite from camp duty, for — after 
struggling with a stubborn cold for some weeks, ac- 
companied by a pain in the breast, occasioned by a fall 
5 
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at Grermantown, vhen my horse was shot under me— 
this caitifT complaint has taken post i;i my lungs and 
throat. And, unless I* am permitted to change my 
ground, I dread the consequence. I have now heen on 
constant duty for twenty-three months, sixteen of which 
I serred in Canada and Ticonderoga, the remainder 
with his excellency, during which I have never had one 
single moment's respite. * * * * I am happy to hear 
that Mrs. Peters has blessed you with a son, and that 
ahe is likely to recover and assist you in forming his 
young mind, and placing him in the bright path to 
honor, virtue, freedom and glory — from which, I trust, 
neither he, nor my own litde fellow, will turn aside, 
although the track should be marked with his father's 
blood." 

60 soon as tha, troops were comfortably covered, 
Wayne asked, and obtained* leave of absence for the 

Jurpose spoken of in the proceding letter. > Early in 
anuary he repaired to Lancaster, where th0 Seat of 
Government was then located. On the morning of 
leaving the camp, he issued the following : 

*^ Division Orrfcr*.— The following promotions of 
field officers in the Pennsylvania line has taken place,** 
Here the names of the officers and their respective ranks 
occur, after which he proceeds : " The justice done to 
tfa& merits of these officers has opened the way for the 
promotion of the subaltern officers of the respective 
regiments, whose bravery and good conduct equally 
entide them to it The pleasure the general experien- 
ces on this occasion, he can much better feel than ex- 
press. It must affi>rd the highest satisfaction to grate- 
lul minds to see a corps of officers honorably provided 
for, who have more than shared the dangers and diffi- 
culties of the late hard campaign. 
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** The general'0 state of health, as well as other con- 
siderations, require a little respite. He hopes soon to 
be able to rejoin the army. In the interim every exer- 
tion of his shall be used to provide not only comforta- 
ble clothing but the neatest uniform for his fellow*sol- 
diers, whose bravery and conduct have made them for- 
midable to their foes, and endeared them to their coun- 
try and their general, whose greatest ambition is to 
deserve their esteem and confidence, and to share every 
vicissitude of fortune with them. The general requests 
his officers to pay every possible attention to the disci- 
pline, health and comfort of the soldiers during his ab- 



While at Lancaster, in fulfilment of this promise to 
his soldiers, Gen. Wayne used every exertion within 
his power, and, aided by Congress and patriotic friends 
of his immediate acquaintance, he raised supplies, and 
ultimately succeeded in rendering the Pennsylvania 
line comparatively comfortable as to clothing, as well 
as respectable in appearance. But, notwithstanding his 
exertions, and that of other officers, most of the troops 
at Valley Forge were in a distressed situation during 
the winter of 1777-8. So great did the scarcity of 
provisions became, that Washington, after using lenient 
measures, was at length compelled, in order to save the 
army from famine, to detach a strong body of troops 
under Gen. Greene, with orders to obtain, on the west- 
em side of the Delaware, ** an immediate supply of 
provisions by any means whatever." This officer, 
from the necessity of the case, (with the aid of a strong 
body of dragoons, commanded by Col. Lee,) foraged 
as in an enemy's country, and seized on every animal 
fit for slaughter, and by these means the immediate 
wants of the army were supplied. 
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To prevent a recurrence of so deplorable a state- of 
want. Gen* Wa3me, about the middle of Febiuary, at a 
tempestuous and inclement season, was detached with 
a body of troops to New Jersey, in order to seeure 
cattle on the eastern banks of the Delaware, and to de* 
fltroy the forage which could not be removed lest it 
should fall into the hands of the British. This was a 
most hazardous and arduous enterprise, within the 
limits of die enemy's lines, and in a distriet of country 
subject to his control. But danger never deterred the 
gallant Anthony Wayne ! He resolved on the telief 
of the suffering soldiery, and determined to wrest from 
the grasp of Sir Wflliam Howe the provisions he re^ 
quired for his army, as well as the forage which he 
much needed for the sustenance of his wagon*artiIIery 
and cavalry horses. He cheerfully proceeded to exe- 
cute Washington's orders, and literally carried on a 
winteiH^ampaign beyond the reach of any aid from his 
compatriots. After several skirmishes with the enlie* 
my — indeed, they rather merit the tiUe of batties-*4a 
all of which he was so fortunate as to chastise them^^ 
he succeeded, by judicious management and great exer^ 
tion, in sending to the American camp sevenil hundred 
head of fine cattle, many excellent horses, suited for 
cavalry service, and also in securing a quantity of for- 
age, and destroying much more, for &e whole of 
which, to the well affected, he executed certificates in 
due form. About the middle of March, be returned to 
camp with his command, which had been partially aid- 
ed by a detachment of New Jersey militia. Here he, 
his officers and soldiers, received the thanks of the 
commander-in-chief and the blessings of the army. 

During the remainder of the season, matters at Val* 
ley Forge continued pretty much in statu quo. The 
comforts of the army were " few, and far between," 
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whilst Washington and his officers were using every 
exertion to perfect the troops in th£ art of war ; nor did 
Sir William Howe, at any time, visit ihem at their 
quarters, although Uie American general and his army 
calculated on that event 

The British commander-in-chief spent the spring of 
1778, nearly in a state%f inaction, confining his opera* 
Hons to sending out foraging and predatory parties, 
which did some mischief to the country, ana but little 
service to the royal cause. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The British evacuate Philadelphia^ — ^Washington holds a 
council of his officers — ^pursuit of the British through New 
Jersey* — ^Battle of Monmouth — Wayne — Gen. Charles Lee. 
— Washington's commendation of Wayne — great rejoic- 
ings in consequence of this victory. — Wa)me*s account of 
the battle so far as he was personally concerned in itr— his 
letter of July 12th*— Court Martial of Gen. Lee — Wayne a 
witness — ^Lee's strictures upon his testimony— correspond- 
ence in consequence* — Wayne joins the main army at 
White Plains— his account of Col. Baylor's disaster — ^let- 
ters, etc 

Thb issue of the two campaigns had already con- 
vinced Sir William Howe, that the result of the con- 
test in the provinces could by no possibility be suq^ as 
the British government had expected, when in 1T75 
they engaged in it. Some time previous to the open- 
ing of the campaign of 1778, he, at his own request, 
was recalled, and the command in chief devolved on 
Sir Henry Clmton. The latter arrived at Philadelphia 
on the 8ti[i of June, where he found peremptory orders 
from his government for the immediate evacuation of 
the city. These orders were in consequence of the 
advanced state of the negotiations then in progress be- 
tween the American commissioners at the court of 
Prance and the French government, apprehensive as 
the British ministry were that a fleet fitted out at Tou- 
lon was destined to the Delaware, and to co-operate 
with Washington against Philadelphia. Howe, they 
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were apprehensive, if a French fleet should blockade 
his squadron in the Delaware, whilst Washington en- 
closed h^m on the land side, would share the fate of 
Burgoyne, who had been so signally defeated in Octo- 
ber of the preceding year. 

The intended evacuation of the city could not long 
be concealed, in consequence of the preparations neces- 
sary on the part of the British, and it soon became 
known in the American camp. Washington, on the 
17th of June, called a council of war, when the opinion 
of aU his general officers was required, on the proper 
course to be pursued, all of whom concurred in the sen- 
timent that it would not be advisable to disturb the 
British while crossing the Delaware, or to enter the 
works about Philadelphia until they should be entirely 
evacuated. On the subject of a general or even a par- 
tial action, whilst the enemy should be on their march, 
a diversity of opinion existed. Out of the number of 
seventeen general officers, Wayne and Cadwalader 
were the only two who were decidedly in favor of 
attacking the enemy; La Fayette inclined to this opi- 
nion, without absolutely adopting it ; Greene was dis- 
posed for something more than the council were wil- 
ling to concur in. 

On the 1 8th of June, the British evacuated Philadel- 
phia, crossed the Delaware, and commenced their diffi- 
cult march through Jersey. On the same day, Gen. 
Washington broke up his camp at Valley Forge, for 
the purpose of following them, with views which were 
to be regulated by contingencies. He '< put his troops 
in motion for Coryell's ferry ; taking this upper route, 
as well to avoid a general action in conformity to the 
opinion of the council, as to keep himself prepared to 
preoccupy the Ynountain passes, leading to the posts in 
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the Highlands, should the seizure of these make any 
part of Clinton's plan of operation."* 

On the 24th» the main body of the American army 
was encamped about five mi}es from Princeton, and 
that of the British at Allentow.n. Being thus relatively 
situated as to his enemy, Washington again* convened 
his council of general officers, and stated to them the 
following facts : *' The enemy's force is between nine 
and ten thousand rank a^d file. The American army 
on the ground is 10,684 elective rank aiid file, beside 
the advanced birigade under Gen» Maxwell of about 
1900, and abo.ut 1200 militia." After this statement, 
he proposed the question '< Will it be advisable to hazr 
ard a. general action;" all the generals composing the 
cpuncU, excepting Wayne, (Cadwalader being abs^it,) 
^ve a negative answer, like that of the day preceding 
uie movement of the army from Valley Forge. It was 
however agreed to strengthen the detachments which 
Vfeie then novering on the flatiks and rear of the British 
army, with an additional number of l&OO men, in pur- 
suance of which Gen. Scott joined, the advanced troops 
with that body of men. 

] Marshall, in his Life of Washington, says, '< Though 
every general officer, except Wayne, had signed the 
(minion, given on the 24th9 respecting the strength of 
this last detachment, yet the council had, on that point, 
been nearly equally divided. Those who were deci- 
dedly against hazarding a serious action, either general 
or partial, conceived the number agreed on competent 
to every purpose which ought to be contemplated; 
while otliers, who privately wished to bring on some- 
thing more than light skirmishing, but had not suffi- 
cient confidence in themselves to hazard the responsi- 

* Sparks' American Biography. 
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bility of openly advising the measure, were desirous 
of augmentiog it to 2000 or 2500 men." The fact was, 
as the same writer has said — '* The American officers 
Keem to have been influenced by the councils of the 
Europeans.*' 

Gen. Washi^too, who although cautious, yet pos- 
MflfiiBig «i very enterprising disposition, did, from the 
GCttQineticeiBeBt, iadu1|ge in the most anxious desire to 
dose with his ant^onist, and finding himself support- 
. ed by some officers whom he highly valued, he ** re- 
soived to take his measures on his own responsibUity 
«iid without calling another council.*' He, therefore, 
defl|ratched Gen. Wayne, with 1000 selected men, tojoia 
the advaneed e.(N:pa, which, now amounting to upwards 
of 4000, became a major-general's command, <and the 
Marquis de La Fayette was ordered to that duty. These 
facte dearly evideaced Washington's intention that his 
imtagcmist should not escape without a general action ; 
inasmudi as Wayne had openly advocated that measure, 
«iid La Fayette was favorable to a partial one, there- 
fere, if an opening occurred it was certain that those 
•officers would attack with their whole force, which it 
vould be necessary to support with tlie main army. 
They were also accompanied by OoL Hamilton, aid to 
the commander-in-chief, *' who felt the strongest desire 
to signalize the detachment, and to accomphsh all the 
wishos of his general." 

With these orders. La Fayette, on the 26th, took a 
position on the Monmouth road, Ave miles in the rear 
of the British camp ; but the main army, owing to bad 
weather and scarcity of provisions, was not sufficiently 
advanced to support the movement, and the corps was 
recalled on the morning of the 27th to English town.^ 

G>en. Lee iu the first instance, although entitled to 
diis conunand, declined it, as he was against both a 
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partial or general action ; but, discoyering that his hav- 
ing declined it, was lessening him in the estimation of 
both officers and soldiers, he now solicited it. Wash- 
ington granted his request, provided La Fayette had 
not commenced any enterprise. Lee advanced with 
two additional brigades, and no enterprise having been 
commenced by Jja Fayette, although on the very eve 
of it, the senior genersi assumed the command of the 
advanced corps, now amounting to several thousand 
men. > 

Lee encamped at English town, and the main anny 
moved forwajrd about three miles in his rear. . Sir 
Henry Clinton had taken a strong position near Mon- 
mouth Court House, about seven nules in advance of 
Lee, whilst Morgan's corps hung on the enemy's right, 
and Cren. Dickenson on their left. 

This being the relative situation of the armies, Wash- 
ington determined to attack the British rear the moment 
they moved from their ground. About 5 o'clock in the 
morning of the 28th of June, intelligence was received 
that the front of the enemy was in motion. The troops 
were immediately put under arms, and orders despatch- 
ed to Gen. Lee", directing him to move on and attack 
the rear, *' unless there should be powerful reasons to 
the contrary. "-*He at the same time was informed, 
that the main body would bo on its march to support 
him. Li pursuance of these orders, Lee made his dis- 
positions for attack, from which Sir Henry Clinton dis- 
covering that his flanks and rear were both threatened, 
and becoming alarmed for his baggage, sent it forward^ 
ahd covered the rear with " the strength and flower <^ 
his army." Gen. Lee, in the first instance, supposing 
that their rear was protected by no more than 1800 or 
2000 men, gave orders to Gen. Wayne to advance on 
them, with 700 men and two pieces of artillery, while 
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he, by a short route on the left, would gain their front, 
and by these means cut off the covering party from the 
main body. Sir Henry, discovering Wayne advancing, 
immediately wheeled about a body of horse and infait- 
try, and commenced an attack, which was gallantly and 
speedily repulsed, and intended to be -followed np by 
the artillery and a charge of bayonet. But while the 
disposition was making for this purpose, a general re- 
treat of the whole advanced corps was ordered, which 
Lee afterwards stated was done for the purpose of fall- 
ing back on more eligible ground, that on which he had 
been ^ having in its rear a morass, passable only by a 
single and narrow causeway, wholly unfit for the pur- 
poses of either regular retreat or speedy reinforcement." 
Gen. Wayne, having been unsupported in his gal- 
lant movement against ihe enemy, experienced great 
difficulty in reaching the retreating troops. At this 
moment Washington rode up, beholding, with equal 
surprise and mortification, the flower of the army re- 
tiring before the enemy, without having made but one, 
and that unsupported, effort to maintain their ground. 
He indignantly rode up to Lee and made use of words 
that implied censure. Lee felt it, and replied in unbe- 
coming language. Washington passed on to the rear 
of the retreating troops, whom he found closely press- 
ed by the enemy — when he instantly took an advan- 
tageous piece of ground, and there posted a body of 
troops in order to give the enemy the first check. Lee, 
being told by one of the aids, that Washington had 
himself taken the command, replied '* Then I have no- 
thing further to do ;" turned his horse and Irode after 
his excellency in front. When he came up, Washing- 
ton gave him orders to take proper measures with the 
residue of his division, and to stop the British column 
on the ground where he now stood. Lee replied. 



60 LIFE or AsrtBOJsnt wayne. 

•* Your orders shall be obeyed, and I wifl not be the 
first to leave the field."* 

After this, Washington immediately rode forward to 
the main army, which was formed with the utmost ex« 
pedition. The general action presently commenced. 
The day was /excessively warm and sultry .t The 
Americans, though mnch fatigued by their previous 
march, fought with determined bravery, and the British 
were compelled to give way. Taking advantage of the 
night, the approach of whi<^ probably saved them from, 
a total rout, they withdrew, and at daybreak had gain** 
ed the heights of Middietown, having left behind Sieni. 
such of iheir wounded as- could not with safety be re- 
moved. 

This engagement produced an additional sprig of 
laurel for the wreath of Anthony Wayne. The com- 
mander-in-chief, in his official report to Coi^^ss, ob* 
serves-*-" Were I to close my account of Siis day'a 
transactions without expressing my obligations to liie- 
officers of the army in general, I should do injustice to 



• Charles Lee, a major^eneral in the army of the Ameri- 
can revolution, bom in North Wales, and became an officer 
[in the English army] at ah early age. In 1773 he sailed for 
New York. ^Espousing the cause of the colonies, he receiv- 
ed a commission from Congress. In 1776, he was arraigned 
before a Court Martial, in consequence of his misconduct at: 
the battle of Monmouth, and was suspended for one year. He 
retired to a hovel in Virginia, living in entire seclusion, sur- 
rounded by his books and his dogs. In 1782, he went to re- 
side in Philadelphia, where he died in obscurity, October 2d, 
of the sam« year. He was a man •f mnch ener^ and cou- 
rage, with considerable literary attainments, but morose and 
avaricious. — Biog. Dictionary, 

f Many of the soldiers, (especially of the British army, in 
consequence of their thick clothing) dropped dead from the 
heat, it is said. 
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their merit and violence to my own feelings. Tbey 
seemed to vie with each other in manifeetinff their zeal 
and bravery. The catalogue of thoee who diatiaguiah- 
ed themselves is too long to admit of particularizing 
individuals. I cannot, howeviet, forbear mentioning 
Brigadiers-General Wa3me9 whose good conduct and 
bravery, tkraughotU the whole actwrty deserves par« 
ticnlar, commendation." 

This splendid victory was jo3riully hailed by the 
patriotic portion of ^ people &roughout the confede- 
rated colonies^ and Gongreas^retumed thaidis to Oen. 
Washington and his army. 

The following extract from a letter of Wayne to his 
family* gives a concise account of the battle of Mon- 
mouth, so far as he was personally engaged in it : 

** Spottiwood, Ut July, 1778. 
«* On Sunday, the 28th of June^ our flying army 
came in view of the enemy about 8 o'clock in the 
morning, when I Was ordered to advance and attack 
then^with a few men, the remainder of the corps, un*- 
der C^eneral Lee, was to have supported me ; we ao 
cordingly advanced and received a charge from the 
British horse and infantry, which was soon repubed. 
Our general, however, thought proper to order a retreat, 
in place of advancing, without firing a single shot, the 
enemy following in force, which, rendered it very diffi- 
cult for the small force.! had to gain the main body, 
being hard pushed, and frequently nearly surrounded. 
Afler falling back almost a mile, we met his excellency, 
who, surprised at our retreat, knowing that officers as 
well as men were in high spirits, and wished for no- 
thing more than to be fa^ed about and meet the British 
fire, accordingly ordered me to keep post where he met 
us, having a body of troops with two pieces of artillery 
6 
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then under my command, and to keep the enemy in 
play until he had an opportunity of forming the main 
army and^restoring order. 

** We had just taken post when the enemy began 
their attack with horse, foot and artillery ; the fire of 
their united force obliged us, after a severe conflict, to 
give way ; after which a most severe cannonade, ac- 
companied by small arms, was opened by our left wing 
on the enemy, which gave them an effectual check. 
During the interval, which this occasioned, every pee- 
sible exertion was made use of by his excellency and 
the other generals to spirit up the troops, and prepare 
them for another trial. 

**The enemy began la advance again in a heavy 
column with the view of turning our left flank, but in 
this they failed. They then made a similar eflbrt on 
our right, and whibt our artillery was handsomely 
playing on them, I advanced with a strong body of 
troops — we met the enemy — the contest was exceed- 
ingly warm and well maintained on each side for a con- 
siderable time ; at length victory declared for us ; Bri- 
tish courage failed, and was forced to give way to 
American valor. 

** After retreatmg some considerable distance, the 
enemy took a strong position. General Washington, 
although many of our men were falling with thirst, 
heat and fatigue, resolved to renew the action, and made 
his disposition for that purpose, but night prevented 
their final execution. 

^ We encamped on the field of battie with a view of 
recommencing the action in tlie morning; but Sir 
Henry deemed it prudent to evade this, by retreating 
in the dead of night ; after having interred many of his 
killed, yet leaving us to bury some of his distinguished 
oflicers, and two hundred and forty-five of his soldiers. 
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besides taking charge of a great number of his wound- 
ed. Our loss in this affair consists of a few gallant 
officers killed and wounded; and many brave soldiers 
in a similar state. 

*' Every general and other officer, (one excepted,) 
did every thing that could be expected on this great oc- 
casion, but Pennsylvania showed the road to victory. 

"Anthony Waynb." 

The palm of victory was certainly Washington's on 
this day ; although his triumph was not complete. Had 
his generals concurred with him as to the advisability 
of a general action, and not by an almost unanimously 
adverse opinion " trammelled his conduct and circumr 
scribed his views ;" had not the advanced corps, by 
precipitately falling back, surprising^ and confusing the 
troops which were rushing to it».aid, and in conse- 
quence requiring different and instantaneous arrange- 
ments to be made in the front of a gallant foe who had 
every thing at stake— the 28th of June, as the 4th of 
July, would have been altogether " Worthy of adora^ 
tion, and ever adored." 

Sir Qenry Clinton, in his official statement, reported 
his dead and missing at four officers and one hundred 
and eighty-four privates, his yrounded at sixteen officers 
and fifty-four privates.—" The stubborn fact" of bury- 
ing the dead, contradicts the correctness of Sir Henry's 
statement He left on the field of battle, independently 
of those whom his own troops interred, four officers 
and two hundred and forty-five privates, whose bodies 
were buried on the field by persons appointCHcl for that 
express business, and whose report was handed to the 
commander-in-chief. Some others were afterwards 
discovered and interred, increasing the amount to up- 
wards of three hundred. This was not the oidy de- 
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ception of the kind used by the British oomitianders 
daring the revolutionary war ; they made use of every 
art to prevent a knowledge of their numbers in killed 
and woundedf 

The following is an extract of a letter of Wa^ne, to 
a (Hend, on this subj^. 

'*Paramu9, I2thjuly, 1778. 

" We have been in perpetual motion ever since we 
crossed the Dekwaire, until yesterday, when lire arriv« 
«d here, w^ere w« shall be stationary for a few days, 
in order to recruit a titde' after the fatigue which we 
ha^ experienced in marching trough daserts, bumitig 
^adds, ect. etc. 

<« The enemy, sore from the action of the 28 ult, 
«eem inclined to rest also. They are now in divee di- 
^sions :-^-<me on Long Island, another on Staten Island, 
and a ^ird in New York. 

^ The victory on that day turns out to be muchmore 
considerable than at finrt supposed. Col. Butler, who 
remained on the ground tMro or three days after the ac^ 
tion, says that nearly three hundred British had been 
buried by ut on the field, and numbers discovered 
every day in the woodd< exclusive of those buried by 
the enemy, not mucb short of one huQdred. So ^at 
by the most modetlif^ calculation, their killed and 
wounded must amount to eleven hundred, the flower of 
their army, and many of them of the richest blood of 
England. 

**Tell those Philadelphia ladUes, who attended 
Howe^« assemblies and levees, that the heavenly, sweet, 
pretty red coatch-^the accomplished gentlemen of the 
guards and grenadiers have been humbled on the plains 
of Monmouth* T^e knights of ihe Blended Eases and 
of tl^e Burning Mounts have resigned Itieir laurels td 
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rebel officers, who will lay them at the feet of those 
virtuous daughters of America, who cheerfully gave up 
ease and affluence in a city, for liberty and peace of 
mind in a cottage. 

^ Adieu, and believe me . 

** Yours most sincerely, 

'"^ Anthony Waynb."* 

Sir Henry having in the night escaped from his ad- 
versary, as has been mentioned, tpok a strong position 
on the high grounds at Middleton ; where, after remain- 
ing a few days, he proceeded to Sapdy Hook, whence 
he passed his army over to New Y(N:k> Washington 
after paying the last honors to the gallant dead, sooth- 
ing the minds and administering to the relief of the 
wounded, proceeded by easy marches to the highlands 
of the Hudson. 

Upon the Court Martial of Gen. Lee, Wayne was an 
important witness, and the former having made some 
very severe strictures, published in a. newspaper at 
Philadelphia, upon the testimony given by the latter, 
we find, after the campaign of 1778 was concluded, the 
following correspondence. 

'' EUzabethtown, 1th Jan. 1779. 
*• Sir — ^The very severe strictures which you were, 
pleased to make on my evidence in the course of your 
trial on account of the action of Monmouth, and the un- 
generous, though free manner, in which you affect to 
treat my opinion and military character in that, and a 



* The allTisions in this letter to Bjiights of the Blended 
Roses and BHming Mount, refer to the celebrated fete and 
toumament, given at the coimtry-seat of Marmaduke Whap- 
ton, Esq^ by the officers <^ the British anny to Sir William 
Howe, previous to his sailing for England. 
6* 
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late publication in Mr. Dunlap*s paper, give a sensa- 
tion which I can more readily feel than express. 

^ If it was your intention by these strictures to injure 

my military character in the eyes of the world, I know 

that you will have the candor to acknowledge it, as well 

as courage to accept my demand of honorable redress. 

^ Interim, I am your obedient, 

" Humble servant, 

"Anthony Waynb. 
Major-Crenercd LeeJ** 

" EHzabethloum^ Sth Jan. 1779. 

" StR-*That I should not have a right to show, when 
my life, fame and fortune are at stake, the unsound- 
ness of any opinion delivered by an evidence on the 
part of the prosecution, is left for the present humor of 
the times. You thought that we ought to have staid in 
a certain position ; I Uiink your opinion on this point 
erroneous, and I have said so. If this is treating your 
military character with contempt, I am guilty, but in no 
other respect. 

" I can honestly assure you that I have acted with 
the greatest candor towards you on every occasion, 
when you have been mentioned as the author of my 
wicked prosecution, for so I must think it. I have 
totally exculpated you from the charge, and have done 
justice to your courage -and integrity. With ijpspect to 
my publication in Dunlap's paper, I give you my word 
and honor, than any further, than condemning the posi- 
tion which you seemed to approve of, I never had you 
or any one of the evidences in my thought*— perhaps 
you have conceived some expressions made use of in 
this paper as alluding to you, when they alluded to the 
proceedings of the court, which you will see in some 
strictures I shall soon publish. I will now seriously 
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conjure you well to consider whether the step you are 
now ta](ing will not hurt you more in the opinion of 
tiie woiid than any thing I hare said. However, if you 
persevere in yonr intehtion, as soon as I have taken 
final leave of Congress, published my case to the world 
at larg^, and am sufficiently recovered from my late 
accident to act with vigor, I will not decline your invi- 
tation ; although, at the same time, I cannot help ex- 
pressing my concern that a man of your courage, and 
(I believe, firmly, integrity,) should appear in the list 
of persecutors of a man already too much persecuted 
for the honor of this country, which I will venture to 
'say has been twice saved from destruction by the very 
man who now is the object of general slander, abuse, 
and very injurious treatment. 

** In the mean time, sir, • • 

*' Your most obedient servant, 

*' CHAiuLBS Lei« 
•* General fFaj/ne.*' 



. »^ 



" Elitabethtown, Sth Jan. 1T79. 
•* Snt — That you have a right to differ in opinion 
with me, or any other gentleman, on a point where 
** your life, fame and fortune are at stake,*' I readily 
grant, and that you have jdso a right to condemn any 
position which, in your opinion, was improper ; but I 
must still be permitted to think, that you had no right 
to take such free libertyi in other instances, with the 
military character of one who never injured you further 
than as an evidence with regard to the transactions of 
that day. You do me great injustice when you place 
me in the list of your persecutors. I should be the 
last man in this country that would be guilty of such a 
piece of cruelty, unless it be deemed persecution to ask 
ledfem for my injured character. 
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** I very sincerely lament the illiberality of some peiw 
sons, who may be truly called persecutors, and who 
have attacked your character in the public prints in an 
unwarrantable and unmanly manner, to give it no 
harsher terms ; and I assure you my feelings have been 
much hurt by the perusal of those attacks. , 

** When you h^ve taken your * final leave of Con- 
gress, published your case, to the world, and sufficiently 
recovered from your late accident to act with t»^or,' I 
shall expect to hear from you. 

^ Interim, I wish you every comfort, 
** And am your most ob'd't humble servamt, 

** Anthony Wayne. 

*• Majof'Gmeral Zee." 

• Here the matter dropped, and Gen. Lee retired into 
his sedusion^ in Berkley county, Virginia ; and the se- 
quel will p]»ve (see a letter at page 104) that really 
brave and honorable military gentlemea can soon for- 
give, if not forget their differences, or that they can 
peaceably adjust them without tl^e ceremonious inter- 
vention. of others, who too frequeptly cause bloodshed 
-p-in the detestable practice of duelling. It will also 
show that Gen.. Lee, although of a very warm tempera- 
ment of mind, could regulate it in such a manner as to 
af!brd conclusive evidence not only of a great mind, but 
of a noble and magnanimous h^art. 

It appears this was the only instance, in the public 
or private life of Wayne, in which he ever felt himself 
bound^ to avenge what he may have deemed an insult, 
in a similar manner ; nor is it known that he was ever 
*' called out" by a like procedure. He was careful not 
to give offence, and therefore he \i^as the more likely 
not to receive any. 

80 soon as Wayne was released from his attendancs& 
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at the Court Martial, upon the oocasion in quddtioh, he 
rejoined the main army encamped at WbHe iPlaina, a 
few miles to the north-eastward of New Ytftk island. 
While Sir Henry OUntoii and the Britifiih army wove 
feasting in New York and its vicinity, ditertlhg them- 
selves with balls, parties, plays, militftry {mgeants, eto.. 
Gen. WasM^^n and his army Were eAjoying litlie 
more than the mental laxniy of coriscioiiiliifesB thdt 
they were defending a glorious cauee. Colonels of 
the Pennsylvania line were now and then detiiolied on 
distant es^^itioas, with each of whom Wayne eor* 
respdkled in a free and affet^tionieite iHaitner, givii^ 
4hem not only 4ie eutrent news of the iiay, but inter- 
es^g dat^sathntAnteB i'dative to the atlny. Of the 
iiiimfoer detaelied #a8 Col. Thomas Haitley, o^ a veiy 
irkBOine ^x{)ed(6oii against en incutisive party ot In- 
dians, whom Wayne thus addressed on the suliject of 
CJol. Bsaykwr'a di«a«fter in l*ew Icritoey. Thfe event 
happened the 27ifo «f ^ept 17m 

■{} 

^ DbaH Hxnt'LEir-^rt is with pain I kdbtta yik of 
the disaster of poor Colonel Baylor, and his tegiml^iiit 
of ligh4 dragoons. A few days since, the eheitiy made 
a descent on New Jersey, where that corps and othet 
troops were stationed. After drawing their attention 
to the front, near Haekensack, a large body of Britieh 
troops landed at Dohbs' fefry in the night, and by th^ 
aid and guidance of caitiff tones, fell into the rear <^ 
Baylor, surprised him with hw detachfi^nt, eotisisting 
of upwarde of one hundred men, in thesir beds, refused 
any quarter, and in c(^d blood lUost barbarously and 
mercilessly put to the bayonet men naked and unar med| 
begging for compassion, being incapable 6f resistance. 

" Among the dead is Majoir Clow, with sevelal otheftp 
offio^r&k Cdkmel Baylor is yet alive, but supposed td 
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be mortally wounded, having three stabs in his body*. 
One officer, a captain, with ten men, was surrounded 
in the house where he was quartered, for the men were 
cantoned in different houses ; he offered to surrender 
if they would give him quarters, which they peremp- 
torily refused, and otdered the d— -d rfebel to be bayo- 
netted.— He had a pistol in his hand, which he fired in 
the face of the officer commanding the party, which 
opened the way for himself and companions to escape. 
I cannot find ^at they gave quarters to any— 4hough 
many are still alive covered with wounds, who may 
yet survive to avenge the fate of their unfortunate com- 
rades. This will l^ a severe stroke on the ancient do- 
minion ; as we have heard, which I sincerely hope 
may not turn out to be the fact, that several young fel- 
lows of family have fallen, among others a Captain 
Fitztew. 

'* The caitiffiii retired with the ^tmost precipitation, 
on hearing that a body of troops were in full march to 
return the compliment. 

*^ The enemy have carefully avoided a general action, 
but they have taken every opportunity of striking our 
small parties^ which, as in this instance, being masters 
of the water, they are enabled to facilitate. 

" His excellency received, some time since, a very 
polite letter from Sir Henry Clinton, thanking him for 
the humanity and attention with which the wounded 
and prisoners were treated after the battle of Mon- 
moudi ; with an assurance that such officers and pri- 
vates belonging if> us, as the fortune of war. should 
throw into his power, should experience the like treat- 
ment. 

** I hope, indeed I cannot doubt, that his excellency 
has thanked him in turn, and solemnly assured him 
that he has a just sense of the acknowledgment which 
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he has made, and that he has cheerfully reoeived it as 
a pledge that, on all future occasions, the American 
prisoners wiU experience similar humanity and atten* 
tionu 

*^ A packet has just arrived from Eng^d, we, there- 
fore, expect a movement oi some* kind to take place 
immediately ; but wheth^ they will act in America, or 
-withdraw their forces, time alone will determine. . For 
my part I think D'Estaing's fleet and Boston are the 
most likely objects. I afn not quite so sanguine as 
some others about their acknowledging our indepen- 
dence, without a- further contest, especially as they have 
just now sent a fresh reinforcement of 8000 men from 
England to N^w York, so that, in all probability, we 
may yet fight and conquer side by side. I dread infi- 
nitely more the length of the British purse than that of 
their bayonets. I am, with every sentiment of esteem, 

^ Tour ffiend and most obM't humble servant* 

" Anthony Wayne. 

•* Colond Hartley:* 

The villanous and barbarous butchery, mentioned 
in this letter, was perpetrated by the positive orders of 
Grey, (the same who commanded at the massacre near 
Paoli) who, it appears, was Ae only general officer in 
the British army totally devoid of humanity, and re- 
gardless of every principle of honorable warfare. 

As in the early part of the campaign of 1777, so in 
the latter part of that of 1778, Wayne was addreissed 
by many of his former political associates on the sub- 
ject of the jarring views and interests of the people 
within his native state. All these communications de-; 
sired his presence, for the purpose of aiding in the pro- 
curement of relief from men and measures, which, in 
the o|Eu;iions of the writers, were rapidly degrading 
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Pennsyltiaiia. It irdold apfiieffir that the gendmnen 
who addressed him, were also desirous that he should 
-lend his' presence, aid and interest in obtaining the caU 
of a eonvention, for the purpose of amending the con- 
«tiliition <tf Pennsylvania. 

As the principal object of this memoir is to exhibit 
the mHitBiry, atKl not the politidd character of Gen. 
Wayne, only one of thdse addresses, and his reply, . 
will be noticed. Their brerity, as well as the justice 
of showing the estnnatio& in which Wayne was held 
«s a privaite citizen, hf some of the most cekbraiod 
nen in Uie ststte, will be, no donbt, a snifieiMirapelogy 
for their introduction. . 

** Dear Sitt^— -Affairs now wear ^ very piecing as^ 
pect in Pennsylvania. A majority of ihe metiberS, 
elected for the Assembly, art sincerely and warmly 
disposed to rescue their country from tyranny and from 
contempt. In the coUnty of Chester there bias been a 
double retutn df tbembers, and a new election mty 
perhaps be the consequence of it. Your presence in 
that county and in this city, during this important eon- 
juncturt, 'win be of signal service in many respects^ 
which We 'fofrbear to mention in a le)iet. The situa- 
tion of the army will probably admit of your absence 
for some time froAi camp. Let us, therefore, have the 
pleaQsure of seeing you here as soon as possible. Mat- 
ters art now approaching a crisis ; and in a few weeks 
it will be determined whether the state of Pennsylvania 
shall be happy under a good constitution, or be op- 
pressed by one of the most detestable that ever was 
formed. We need say no more to induce you to be 
with us. 

** We are your very humble servants.* 

* (Signed,) Tbdmas Mifflin, Mark Bird, Jonathan Potts, fid^ 
ward Biddle, Samuel Potts, and James Wilson. 
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*^Frederieksburgj 22d November^ 1778. 

'< Gentlemen— It afTords me the sincerest plea- 
sure to hear that our state is likely to be rescued from 
usurpation and tyranny, with which she has too long 
been oppressed. She once stood on high ground, and 
I have the most flattering hopes that her present leaders 
wyi place her there again. 

** The army is on &e point of moving. As soon as 
we xeach the plaoe for winter quarters, I shall try to 
be with you, and will most cheerfully contribute my 
small in^ence toWatds restorfog the shattered consti- 
totioflr «f ny' native state.' Present my best wishes to 
our friends in the Ass^mblyt and believe me, with eyery 
SfUitime^ of asteem, youts most sincerely, 

** ANTHONY Wayne. 

^'Messrs. Thomas Mifflin, etc.'' 

Although the returns of members for the General 
Assembly, in the autumn of 1T78, were not made up 
of a majority of precisely such men as &e tru]|r pi^ 
Iriotie hadapticipated, yet an unusually large portion of 
laient jBind woi^ were brought into the Legislature. Of 
whft^ no str^ni^r evidence could have b^n given than 
^e election* of Joseph Read to the presidency of the 
eouncil, and bonSiefuentEy to the chief magistracy of the 
state. This gentleman was both sn accomplished mili- 
tary officer, and a deeply read civilian ; and under Ms 
auspices Pennsylvania rose into consequence, not only 
in her own estimation, but in ' that of the sister re- 
pi^lies.* 

*lQSeph Reed, a patriot of the American revolution. la 
177d, he was ohosea president of Pennsylvania^aBd retaiaed 
^at office till nsi.^Biogrtf>lucal DicHtmary. His death 
Cook place March 6th, 1785. 
7 
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CHAPTER V. 

The American army in winter quarters'— Wayne's exertions 
to relieve their sufferings — ^letter to Washington — he wishes 
to form a light corps — ^passes a short time in Chester coun- 
ty — ^his correct views of the state of public affairs — ^his let- 
ter of Feb. 18th, 1779 — ^formation of the' light corps, and 
his bias in favor of an elegant uniform-^is letter to Col. 
Stewart— he rejoins the army at H«ad Quftrterfr-wnove- 
ments of the British— distress of the American army — 
8tony Point in the hands of the British— *the recapture of 
it considered, and the enterprise intrusted to Wayne — the 
night of the 15th of July, 1779— the storming of Stony 
Point, etc 

The American army contmued at White Plains, 
watching the movem^its of the enemy, from the be^n- 
ning of July till the latter end of autumn, 1778, when 
Washington retired to take up his winter quarters in 
huts which he had caused to be constructed at Middle- 
brook, in New Jersey. 9o late as the latter end of 
December, these huts had not yet been c(Hnpleted, as 
we find by a letter of Wayne to President Reed. The 
following extract presents the condition of the Ameri- 
can army at this time. 

'^MOatone, 2Sth December^ 1778. 
'* Sir— -I should long since acknowleged the receipt 
of yours of the 25th of October, but expected the plea- 
sure of waiting on you in Philadelphia^ The ma- 
nouyres of the enemy, up the North river, have put 
11B so far back in hutting, that all the Pennsylvania line 
are, at this inclement season, exposed to wind and 
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weather in their old tents, one-third of them quite des- 
titute of hlankets and without hats-^suffering every '' 
possible extreme of fatigue and cold, to which the offi- 
cers ate also exposed, and that in a situation still more 
intolerable than the soldiery — the latter having good 
uniform coati and under dothing, whilst the former are 
actually so naked as not to be fit to appear on parade. 

** I have already observed that the sfibjeet must be 
ungrateful, but it is a duty which I owe to my country, 
to myself, and to the worthy officers whom I have the 
honor to command, to represent their well founded com- 
plaints, founded upon facts which materially concern 
the honor of Pennsylvania, and the good of the service 
in general ; In full confidence that you, sir, will lay the 
whole before the Legislature of the state, and ^ve it 
that countenance whu;h you think it may merit. 

< ** I neither ask nor desire any thing on my own ac- 
count. I wish for nothii^ more than an opportunity 
of returning td my Sabine fields with safety to my 
country and honor to myself." 

After he had seen the Pennsylvania Hue comfortably 
quartered in their huts, Wayne surrendered the com- 
mand to Maj. Gen. St. Clair, and repaired to Philadel- 
phia, where he addressed the commander-in-chief as 
follows : . 

" PhUadelphia, X^th /V6., 1779. 
** De AR General — ^I did myself the -honor of writing - 
io you on the 20lh ultimo, mentioning that I was ne- 
cessitated to be here at the meeting of the Assembly of. - 
this state, and that I shonld take tibe liberty of waiting 
otn you the first of this Inst, for leave of absence. I 
was, unfortunately deprived the pleasure of seemg you, 
by passing down the Jersey shore, whflst you were on 
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your way for camp on the Pennsylvania side of |he 
Delaware. 

^ I made a point of haying my people well and com- 
fortably covered previous to my leaving them, and hope 
that the appearance of the men, and the regularity and 
internal police of our new city, have met your excel- 
lency'p approbation. 

" I also flatter myself ifiat General St. Clair will be 
pleased with the command of troops that always have 
done, and ever will do, their duty in the field ; and that 
they, on their part, will be happy under the conduct of 
a gendeman of his distinguished merit ; a gentleman to 
whom I cheerfully give place, and sincerely esteem. It 
' is known to your excellency that, although a brigadier, 
I have commanded a division nearly the whole of the 
two last campaigns, whilst the colonels in the Penn- 
sylvania line have,*^ for the greater part of that time, al- 
ternately conducted brigades, on '.account of the defi- 
ciency of general officers ; I have so much sympathy 
for the feelings of those officers that I cannot think of 
resuming the command of a brigade. 

^^ I, therefore, wish to be indulged wiih a situation ia 
the LIGHT CORPS, if it can take pkce without prejudice 
to the service, or the exclusion of an officer of'^more 
worth and experience ; but if that cannot be done— I 
beg your excellency not to spend another thought, or 
give yourself a single moment's uneasiness on the oc- 
casion — ^but permit me to hope for the continuance of 
that friendship with which you have heretofore honor- 
ed me, and, in case of an active campaign, the pleasure 
of serving near your person as a volunteer. 
•* Believe me to be 

•* Your excellency's most ob't. 

" Anthony Watnb. 

•'BU Excdkncy Gm. Waahingtan.'* 
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J%» fivst hours of 6dn. Wayne's relaxation irqm 
camp duty were devoted to his family and friends, ia 
Chester county — ^here he passed a few days among 
those scenes of domestic happiness and social inter- 
course for which he possessed so great a predilection, 
but the enjoyment of which very rarely fell to his lot 
during an eventful life. After a short visit in Chester 
county, he retujrned to Phil^delphim, wheie he found a 
letter to him from Gen. Washington, assuring him that 
*^ so soon as the army would admit of the formation of 
a respectable light corps, his wishes should be grati- 
fied ;" and in the meantime he very cheerfully granted 
him leave of absence. 

To this Wayne replied— 

''Philaddphia, 2BthFeb., 1T79. 

'*Dear General — Having been abseot from this 
^ity on a visit to my farm, it was not until this moment 
I had the honor of receiving your favor of the 16th. It * 
gives me sincere pleaisure to find that the construction 
and disposition of the Pennsylvania barracks meet your 
approbation. 

" When the arrangement of the army, and other cir- 
cumstances will afford an opportunity for the forma- 
tion of the Wgjii corpSi or upon any movement of the 
enemy, I shaU expect and be happy to receive your 
excellency's commands. In the interim, I have an 
affair of some delicacy, as well as matters relating to 
my private fortune, which claim some attention ; but 
these shall never prevent me from doing my duty in 
the field, when my general or country requires my at- 
tendance. 

^' If it is necesiary that I should be present, or that 
I can in the least degree assist in or facilitate the forma- 
tion of the corps in which your excellency has been 
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80 indulgent as to offer, me a command, you will pl< 
to signify, it ; and Relieve me, with sincere ei^em, 
^' YoUr most obedient and 

** Very humble servant, 

"Anthony Wayne. 
"flw ExeeUmcy General Washington,** 

During the winter, whilst in Philadeljihia,' Wayne 
received the most flattering marks of attention from the 
citizens, the heads of the departments, and the mem- 
bers of the legislative bodies, then convened in that 
city» But a new cause of vexation had new arisen, 
which he shared in common with Washington and the 
officers of the army, viz : the notion of peace, which 
was now so much talked of, and in the illusion of 
which, the constituted authorities overlooked the com* 
forts of the army, not considering it necessary to pro- 
vide for men whose services they infatuatedly thought 
would no longer be necessary. Indeed, at no period, 
during the revolutionary stru^le, were the affairs of 
that glorious cause in greater jeopardy than at this 
crisis. The French minister, M. Gerard, had, by 
written communications to, and personal conference 
wlthf Congress, hdd out such strong expectations of a 
general peace throughout Christendom, that the prin- 
cipal anxiety which appeared to exist on the subject, 
both in the mind of the minister and the French court 
was, that America might delay, if not defeat, the de- 
sirable event, by asking more than European sovereigns 
would be disposed to grant; hence- M. Gerard exerted 
his arguments and influence to induce the United States 
to reduce their ultimatum as low as might be compatible 
with their independency. The whole nation, with 
Congress at its head, became so infatuated widi &e 
prospect of peace, that every other public considers^ 
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lion was sacrificed to this illusipn* Says an eminent 
writer of the time, *' Wednesdayt the 30th of Decem- 
ber, 1778, was observed, by order of Congress, as a 
thanksgiving day« At this very period the affairs of 
the United States were in the most distressed, ruinous, 
and deplorable condition. Idleness, dissipation, and 
extravagance, seemed to have laid fast hold of die gen* 
erality ; and peculation, speculation, and an insatiable 
thirst for riches« to have gotten the better of every other 
consideration, and almost of every order of men. Party 
disputes and personal quarrels were the great business 
of the day, while the momentous concerns of the em- 
pire, a great and accumulated debt, ruined finances, de- 
preciated money, and a want of credit, which is the 
consequence in the want of every thing, were but 
secondary considerations, and postponed by Congress, 
from time to time, as if their affairs wore the most 
promising aspect. The paper was sinking in Phila- 
delphia, daily, 50 per cent., and yet an assembly, a 
concert, a dinner or supper, which cost £*ZO0 or JSOO, 
did not only take men off from .acting, but even of 
thinking of this business — some of the most interested 
and patriotic Americans felt more real distress on ao* 
coui^t of this appearance of things, than they had dona 
at any one time since the conunenoement of the dis- 
pute." 

That guardian aiigel of the United States, the be- 
loved Washington, seeing,, knowing, and feeling this 
most alarming state of affairs, thus addressed ** a very 
respectable fnend, and a gentleman of splendid politi- 
cal talents:" 

** I am particularly desirous of a free communicatioii 
of sentiments with you at this time, because » I view 
things very differently, I fear, j^Qm what people in. 
general do, who seem to thinLt :i)^ contest at an endt 
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and that to make money and get places, are the only 
&iiigs now remaining to be done. I have seen, with- 
out despondency, even for a moment, the hours which 
America has styled her gloomy ones, but I have beheld 
no day sinee the commencen^ent of hostilities, when I 
have thought her liberties ia such imminent danger as 
at present. Our enemy behold, with exultation and 
joy, how effectually we labor Ibr their benefit; and, 
nom being in a state of absolute despair, and on the 
point of evacuating America, are now on tiptoe. 
Nothing, therefore, in my judgment, can save us, but 
a total reformation in our own conduct, or some de- 
rive turn of affairs in Europe.'* He proceeds to say, 
** It is a fact too notorious to be concealed, that Con- 
gress is rent by party, that much business of a trifling 
nature and personal concernment withdraws their at- 
tention from matters of great national moment, at this 
critical period— when it is also known that idleness 
and disi^pation take place of close attention and appli- 
cation, &c." 

Gen. Wayne was fully aware of the alarming su- 
pineness which pervaded the constituted authorities of 
the country. Even prior to leaving the camp, he could 
not but perceive its indications, and he anticipated the 
evils which must result {torn the indifference with 
which the comforts of the array were treated. From 
the camp he despatched confidential officers to the seat 
of government, (Philadelphia) for the purpose of re- 
presenting, and opening th« way for nadress of griev- 
ances, which both the officers and soldiers of the Penn- 
sylvania line wfere suffering. One of these ofiicers 
^us animadverts upon the state of society in the me- 
tropolis at that time:— **I am distressed, my dear* 
general, at the present prospect, I must assure you. 
Nothing but party reigns in different bodies. Every 
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diing confirms the opinion that the enemy have been 
too long in this country. — ^Permit me now to say a 
little of the dress^ manners, and customs of the town's 
people. In respect to the first, great alterations have 
takej^ place since I was last here. It is all gaiety, and, 
firom what I can ohserre, every lady and gentleman 
endeavors to outdo the other in splendor and show ; the 
manners of the ladies are "much changed ; they have 
really, in a great measure, lost that native innocence in 
their manners, which formerly was their characteriatiCf 
and supplied its place with whftt they call an easy be* 
bavior, Ate. 

** The manner of entertaining, in this place^ has like- 
wise undergone its change. You cannot conceive any 
thing more elegant than the present taste ; you wiU 
barSy dine at a table but they present you with three 
courses^ and each of them in the most elegant maa* 
ner." 

The dinner parties, balls, and various splendors, so 
fireely indulged in 'by the officers of the British army 
while in Philadelphia, appear to have given a taste for, 
and induced much, fashionable rivalry among the opu- 
lent families of WiUiam Penn's city. We find Wayne 
alluding to it in the following letter ; 

"Philadelphia, ISth February, 1T79. 
" Dear Colonbi*— I have been honored with two 
of your favors, the one from this place, the other from 
Virginia ; but I have never had it in my power to ac- 
knowledge them t>efore, and I now send this as a flyer, 
by Major Forsyth, who passes near your winter quar- 
ters. I need not attempt to give you a description of 
|he manners, customs, fashions and extravagance of 
this place, as you had a san^>le of Aem on your way 
through ; all Uie difference is, that the whole rather in* 
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crease lihan diminish ; and party runs so higb, that all 
public business is at a stand, and all public bodies 
lulled into an unworthy torpidity, from which nothing 
will rouse them but the approach of the enemy. — 
Apropos, while I ami writing an express announces ^e 
burning of a, great part of Elizabethtown, with Gro- 
vemor Livingston's hoi^se, &c., and that the enemy are 
in force two miles on this side of the town. Should 
ihey proceed further, I wiQ join General Washington 
as a volunteer ; and in the interim wiU^as I have done 
ever since my arrival, enjoy every moment that I can 
spare, and participate in every pleasure 'this place 
affords; and this, too, without the least contamina- 
tion. 

'^ I must do the citizens the justice to say, that they 
have honored me with every attentidjl, and treated me 
with every possible politeness. You know that I have . 
a fondness for ladies' society, yet, excepting the few 
days which I spent with my family in Chester county, 
I have not been at a single tea-party since my leaving 
the army. I have many cards of invitation, and I 
mean to avail mysolf of them ; this is an indulgence 
which I have some right to claim, having been seques- 
tered nearly four years from the scKsiety of. the fair, 
and perhaps the next fair bullet may make my qtnetus $ 
but a truce to this. 

'*A light corps, on a respectable establishment, is 
about to be formed. His excellency has lately written 
to me on the subject, and has offered me a command 
in it, which, under existing circumstances, I. will cheer- 
fully accept. My best wishes to all our brother offi- 
cers, and believe me, yours, most respeotfully, 

"Anthony Waykb." 

Ab soon as it was known that a corps of light in- 
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tantty wa9 ^boiit to be composed of a seleet body of 
troops from the different regiments of the army, and- 
that the commander-in-chief had resolved to honor 
Gen. Wayne with its commuid, the latter was ad- 
dressed by many distinguished officers, both of the 
PennsylTania and other lines, expressing an ardent de* 
sire .to senra binder him, and solicitii]^ his interest with 
the commander-in-chief for that purpose — k circum- 
stance which induced den. Wayne fo address the fol- 
lowing letter to Washington : . 

. ''Fiiladdpkia, May lOrt, 1779. 

^ Having maturely reflected on the propriety of my 
being present during the formati<Ni of the light corps, 
I am decidedly of opinion, from the numerous letters 
which I have re0«ivjed from different officers, that I had 
better be absent, lest it should be supposed, however 
erroneously, that partiality of mine for certain officers 
had tended to bring them into the corps. If your ex- 
oeUenoy shonld concur in ^is opinion, I then beseech 
you, in the meantime, to employ me in any other way 
by Which I can render either you or my country any 
service." 

The 4K)mmander-in-cfaief re^ed, **As soon as the 
light corps is organized, you shall have notice of the 
fact."* 



* In anothof letter to WasMngtoti; upon the subject of &i8 
light corps, Wayne speaks of his ''linsnperable bias in favor 
of an elegant uniform and soldierly appearance ; so much 
80» that I would much rather risk my life and reputation, at 
the head of the same men, in an attack, clothed and ap- 
pointed as I could wish, merely with bayonets, and a single 
charge of ammunition, than to take them as they appear 
in conunon^ with sixty rounds of cartridges. It may be a 
false idea, but I cannot he)p cherishing it." 
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Wayne now repaired to his farm, spendinfr with hie 
family and iHenda in Chester county, the few weeka 
of ittterral that elapsed prenoua to his repaunngr to 
camp. The pleasure whieh he derived from time 
hours of domestic comfort and tranquillity discloses 
itself by the sentiments contained in the foUowiag 
letter, addressed to Col. Walter fitewarW one <rf his 
offieen : 

^^BasH&tm, Chester eounty^ 1th June^ 1770. 

*' Dbar SiR<-»WhateTer crimes I may be guilty of» 
want of gratitude and sincere friendship is not among 
the ntnnW ; but you will say, you have been guilty 
of neglect in not sooner acknowledging the receipt of 
my letter of the 8d tdtime ; true, but then the pleasure 
of a rural life, from whicii I bad been so long with- 
drawn, the many little endearing amusements it afibrdi« 
together with the thoughts .of shordy bidding a long, 
perhcfs a hmt^ adieu to t)iem, wffl plead powerfully in 
mitigatienof the neglect; especially with a gendeman 
informed by so congenial a spirit, and whose heart is 
equally suseeptiUe with my own* Do you not oflen 
find it troublesome, and sometimes inflicting pain ? but 
does it not richly compensate for that ? Is it not of 
sneh a texture that, take it *'aC in aU^** you would not 
wish to exchange it for one more callous ? You agree, 
and pardon me. I thank you, my dear Watt. 

** Now for the field of Mars. I believe that san- 
guine god is rather thirsty for human gore. The hor- 
rid depredations of the enemy, to the southward, indi- 
cate an inundation of it. For my own part, I have 
never ceased, since the comnieneement of this war, 
sincerely to wish that it could be conducted with more 
liberality ; but if that is not the choice of Britain, let 
lis, however reluctantly, adc^t the alternative, by 
neither giving nor receiving quarter ; the sooner we 
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dose with ihem on their own ground, the better— as 
iken we shall kno^xr what we have to depend on, and 
our lives be no lonyer the sport of premediteted and 
cool villany, but become the price of much blood, and 
at too great a hazard for Britons to make many pur- 



** I ejcped soon to see you ; till when, and ever, be- 
lieve me, yours, ^ 

"^AifTMoinr Watoe.^ 

. From the tefior of ihis letter, it is' to be presM^ 
thai Wayne was upon the immediate |y>int of setting 
out for the camp ^t Middl^brook. ^ But Washington 
broke up thd camp at that place, and had moved the 
wmy before Wayne readiea it, as we find by the fol- 
io wing: 

'^SmUh8 in the Chve, June %Ut, 1770. 

** Dear Sis — ^I request that you wHl join the army 
as soon as you can. I wrote you upon this subject 
before we marched ih>m Middlebrook. But as yon 
have not arrived, it is probable my lettmr has miscar- 
ried, or that it did not come to hand until very lately* 

** I am, dear sir, with gieat regard, 

** Tour moi^t obedieni servant, 

*< George Washinotoit* 

*^Qtneral Wayne:' 

In obedience to this call, Wayne set off, and jour- 
neyed wiiii such despatch, &at (as it appears from a 
letter addressed to his family) neither himself nor 
servant enjoyed an hour's sleep until their arrival at 
Head Quarters. 

The campaign of 1T79 opened under circumstances 

the most gloomy. The winter had been pevmitted to 

..pass away without the necessary preparations far s 
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eontinnaiiee of ^e war. Congress and the naticm, as 
has been said, were lulled into an almost fatal lethargy, 
in consequence of a belief that peace was about to t&e 
place, without further exertions to secure it. 

At the time a* competent army should have been in 
camp, the men were yet to enlist, owing to the late 
provisions whioh Congress had made for recruitings 
&c. ' The bounty offered was so low diat men could 
^ube procured to enter the service, and the individual 
<flBd j^ad to be ealled on in the most pressing manner, 
^%f^ commander-in-Kshief, and ultimately by Congress, 
to increase the bounty, and use every exertion to for- 
ward their respective quotas of troops. 

The British, early in July, had commenced a pre- 
datory warfare. Clinton despatched troops on expe* 
ditions against the sea-ports of Virgmia, as well as 
those in £e eastern states. They issued their procla- 
mations to the inhabitants, inviting and urging them to 
declare allegiance to Uie British monarch, George III.; 
and also promising all who shoidd remain peaceably in 
their usual places of residence, protection in person 
and property, excepting the civil and military officers 
of government ; but threatened with vengeance those 
whp neglected the warning. An historian of the time 
says :-^*- The address, or proclamation, was merely 
farcical; for instead of leaving them to conndt each 
other on the occaaiony they employed force before the 
people had time to convene after die invitation was re- 
ceived. On &e 5th the troops were landed in Con- 
necticut, and the British generals immediately pro- 
ceeded to the most sham^l and wantim destruction 
and abuse. Towns were delivered up to promiscuous 
plunder — ^*'whigs and tories had, indiscriminately, 
money, plate, rings, and other articles taken from 
them ;'* even catde,'by hundreds, were wantonly shot 
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down in ihe fields. At Norwalk and Fairfield, alone» 
the British consumed four houses of public worship* 
102 dwelling-houses, 142 bams, 59 stores and shops, 
independently of those consumed at Green Farms, 
New Haven, and East Haven. During those villanous 
depredations, the militia of the country gave a gallant 
bnt ineffectual resistance. 

In the meantime the distresses of ihe Amerieaa 
army were so great that a mutiny had broken out in 
the New Jersey line. The Pennsylvania line also 11%. 
played a mutinous spirit; but Wavne» by his strenuous 
znd well-timed exertions, tranquiUized Uie officers and 
soldiers of that state. Washingtoni, in his communi- 
cation to Congress at this critical period* says, '* that 
the distresses in some corps are so. greats that officers 
have solicited even to be suppliea with the clothing 
destined for the common soldiery, coarse and unsuit- 
able as it is. I l4ad not power to comply with the 
request The patience of men, animated by a sense 
of duty and honor, will support them to a certain 
point, beyond which it will not go. I. doubt not Con- 
gress wdl be sensible of the danger of an extreme 
in this respect, and will pardon my anxiety to obvi- 
ate it" 

. In addition to these mortifications, Washington, who 
had been industriously endeavoring to fortify West 
Point and the Highlands of the North river, was 
Roomed to receive another in the capture of Stony 
l^oint by the enemy. *' Some miles below West Point, 
about the termination of the Highlands, is King's ferry, 
where the great road, affording the most convenient 
communication between the middle and eastern states, 
crosses the North river. The ferry is completely com- 
manded by the two opposite points of land. The one 
on the west side, which is a very rough and elevated 
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pieee of groaad, uncalled Stony Point, and the other, 
on the east aide, which is a flat neck of land project- 
ing far into the water, is termed Verplank's Point To 
secure those points was a matter of vast importance, 
both to the British and American commander-in-chief; 
hence the latter had extended the plan of fortifying the 
Highlands, so as to ^somprehend within it this Taluable 
position." • ' 

However indrnttriooBly &e officers who had change 
of 'fortifying Stony and Verplank's Points, labored for 
that purpose, yet oiily on Verplank's a smsdl but stronf^ 
work haid been completed and garrisoned by 70 men, 
nnder Captain Armstrong, whilst ^e works on Stony- 
Point, of much greater extent, and of inooraparabl}r 
more importvnee, were unfinished; 

To arrest the progress of these fortifications. Sir 
Hmir)^ Clinton sailed with a fieet up the Hudson, and 
landed his troops in two divisions ; 4he one under Gen. 
Vaughan, destined against the' works at Verplank's, on 
.the east side of the riyer— -the other, which he com- 
manded in person, against those of Stony Point, oq 
the west side. The fortifications on Stony Point bein^ 
unfinished, were abandoned Vithout resistance, on the 
approach of the enemy, who instantly commenced 
dragging some heavy cannon and mortars to the sum* 
mit of Sie hill, and \on the next morning, about eva^ 
rise, opened' a battery on Fort Fayette, erected on Ver* 
plain's, the distance across being about one thousand 
yards. The cannonade dliring the day, from the very 
commanding position of Stony Point, as also from ves^ 
Bei» and gun^boats in th^ river, occasioned much in* 
jury to the fort ; which, being invested both by water 
and landj and no means of saving the garrison now re« 

*fiee Tbe Casket, page 304. 
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mahiiiig, Captain Annstrongy (who h3d ihe command) 
after a gallant resistance, was compelled to surrender 
himself and troops prisoners of war. Sir Henry pro- 
ceeded immediately to place both forts in what he sup- 
poeed a perfect state of defence, especially that of Stony 
Point, which he garrisoned with 000 men, under tlM 
command of an officer distinguished for his^ bravery 
and circumspection. 

Siv Henry, in consequence of the advance of Wash* 
ington towards West I\>int, declined a further move* 
ment up the Hudson, and retired with his army tb 
Pbillipsburg, about half way down towards New York 
dty, with ^e view of being ready to support Sidny 
and Yerplank points, or any other of his garrisons on 
the river, in the event of an attack upon them. 

The'capture of Stony Point had occurred before the 
arriv^ of Wayne at Head Quarters. The recapture 
of thi|( important post was now the object of Gen. 
Washington ; and, so soon as Wayne arrived, a corps 
of light infantry was formed, the command given to 
him, and a service worthy of the corps and their leader, 
assigned to them. 

** Stony Point is a commanding hill projecting far 
into the Hudson, which washeiBi three-iburths of its 
base. The remaining fourth is, in a great measure, 
covered by a deep marsh, commencing near the river 
on the upper side, and continuing into it below. Over 
this marsh there is only one crossing place. But at 
its junction with the river is a sandy beach, passable 
at low water. On the summit of this hill was erected 
a fort, which was furnished .with a sufficient number 
of heavy pieces of ordnance. Several breastworks and 
strong batteries were advanced in front of the principal 
work, and about half Way down the hill were two rows 
of abatis. The batteries were cidculated to command 
8* 
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the beaeh and the crossing place of the marshy aiid to 
rake and enfilade any column which might be ad- 
vancing from either of those points towards the fort. 
In addition to these defences, several vessels of war 
were ^stationed in the rivers so as, in a considerable 
degree, to command ^e ground at the foot of the 
hUl.'** 

The following was the correspondence between Gen. 
Washington and Gen. Wayne in relation to the con« 
templated recapture of this fortress : 

''New mndsor, July Ut, 1T79. 

" DeAr Sir — ^Herewith you will be pleased to re- 
ceive general instructions for^your conduct. This you 
will consider as private and confidential. The impor- 
tance of the twp posts of Verplank*s and Stony Point, 
to the'^ enemy, is too obvious to need explanation. We 
ought, if possible, to dispossess them. I recommend 
rt to your particular attention, without delay, to gam 
as exact knowledge as you can of the number of the 
garrisons; the state of the creeks that surround the 
former; the nature of the ground in the vicinity of 
both ; the position and strength of the fortifications ; 
the situation of the guards ; the number and stations 
of the vessels in the river, and the' precautions in gen- 
eral which the enemy employ for Aeir security. 

<*It is a matter which I hBT^muchat hearty to make 
some atttempt upon these posts, in the present state of 
the garrisons; and before the enemy commence any 
other operations, if warranted by a probability of suc- 
ess. 

** I must entreat your best endeavours to acquire die 

* Marslii;U's Life of Washington. 
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necessary information, after having obtained whieh, I 
shall thank you for your opinion of the practicability 
of a surprise of one or both these places, especially 
that on the west side of the river. 
' «• I am, dear Sit, your most obedient servant, 

" Geo. Washington. 
« Brigadier Oen. Wayne.'' 

Fort Monigomery, Sd Jtdy^ ITTi. 

'•Dear General— In obedi^ce to your excellency's 

orders, I have reconnoitred the situation of the enemy's 

works on Stony PoiAt, and the approaches to them, in 

the b^st manner that circumstances would admit, and 

returned late last evening to this place. 

« « « " « # « 

*' Upon the whole, I do not think a storm practicable, 
but pa*haps a surprise may be effected, could we fall 
on some stratagem to di^w them out, A thought has 
struck me, that as no pfcpty of force has ever yet been 
down, or appeared to the eneitiy, and as I h^ive ground 
to believe that an inhabitant living near to Stony 
Point acts a double part, and, of course, wiQ give them 
every information in his' power, which goes no further 
than to the usual route and number of the reconnoitrii^ 
parties, they may be^ induced to attempt an ambuscade $ 
or, if they should not attempt ^is, a few of our people 
appearing near, may bring a pretty strong party out in 
pursuit, which may give 'our troops . an opening to 
enter with them, 

" Should your excellency incline to reconnoitre the 
works to-morrow, or next day, I will have a proper dis- 
position made of the light corps^ so as effectually to cover 
you ; or, whenever you! may order it, I will attempt 
the surprise, in case it meets your approbation. The 
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troops at the forest of Dane may co-operate with us, if 
thought necessary. 

" Interim, I am your excellency's ob't servant, 

. *• Anthony Waynb, 

" GeMfol JVuBhington.'' 

On Che 10th of July, an interview took place between 
Washington and Wayne, in which they discussed the 
project of storming Stony Point. In the course of 
their conference, Wayne, emphatically to e;aqpr^s8 his 
willingness to undertaJte die peribus enterprise, is a»d 
to have remarked. *^ General, if you will only plan it* 
I will storm fiij///" 

This conference was the cause of the followiiiig 
letter: 

** Head Quarters, July Uth, 1779. 

*' Dear Sir-^I have reflected on the advantages and 
disadvantages of delaying the proposed attempt, and I 
do not know but the former preponderate. You will^ 
^erefore carry it into executiim to-morrow night, as 
you desire, unless some new motive, or better infor- 
mation, should induce you to think it best to defer it. 

" You are at liberty to choose between the different 
pla;is on which we have conversed. But as it is im- 
portant to have every information we can procure, if 
you could manage, in the meantime, to see Major Lee, 
it might be usefid. He has been so long near the spot, 
and has taken so much pains to inform himself, critic* 
ally, concerning the post, that I imagine he may. be 
able to make you acquainted with some further details. 
Your interview must be nmnaged with caution, or it 
may possibly raise suspicion. 

^ I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 

^« Geo, Washington. 

« General Wayne:' 
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**/brf Montgomery^ 14f A /ti/y, 17T9. 
*' Deaji General — ^I am this moment honored with 
yours of this day, and note the contents. I shall effect 
the interview in a manner the least suspicions. Every 
thing will he in readiness th6 time you mention, i 
shall do myself the honor to enclose you the plan and 
disposition of attack to-morrow. 
• •* Your excellency's ohedient humhle serrant, 

"Anthony Waynb. 
''General Washington.'^ 

On the following day he again wrote to Washington, 
communicating the progress of his arrangements for 
the attack, as follows : 

"lloVfocfcwf. Af. 

"Dear Generajl—Ou the 11th, Colonels Butler, 
Fehiger, and myself, reconnoitred the enemy's worka 
at Stony Point, in the . most satisfactory manner pos- 
sihle; and I am decidedly of opinion that two real 
attacks, and one feint, ought to be made, agreeably to 
the enclosed .plan and disposition, which I now do my- 
self the honor to transmit. 

" I perfectly agree with your excellency, that an en« 
ierprise of this nature does not so mudi depend upon 
numbers, as on secrecy and prowess ; yet the mass of 
our soldiery will derive confidence from the reputation 
of numbers. From this conviction, I have taken the 
liberty to order Col. Ball's regiment, stationed at Rose's 
farm, to follow in my rear, and I shall give out that the 
whole Virginia line are to support us. It can have no 
bad effect, but it may have a very happy one, 

** I have taken every possible precaution to secure 
the passes leading to Stony Point ; for which purpose* 
I have detached three small parties of picked men* 
under prudent and vigilant officers, with durections to 
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approach near the ravine a little before night, so as to 
reconnoitre, and fix on the proper places to plant their 
sentries, as soon as it is dark ; also, to secure certain 
persons to serve as guides. I shall meet Major Lee at 
Clement's, or between that and Storm's. 

. *' I am pleased at the prospect of the day, and have 
the most happy presages of the fortune of the night 

"Adieu, my dear general, and.believe me, with every 
sentiment of esteem, your most obedient and afiectioa- 
ate humble servant, 

"^ "Anthony Waynb." 

This night — the ^5th of July, lTf9— rwas the time 
fixed upon for the storming of S^>ny Point, one of 
the most daring and enterprising exploits that the page 
of history records. The danger of the undertaking, 
and the importance of succeeding in it, as viewed by 
Washington and Wsiyne, maybe inferred from the par- 
ticularity of the orders issued^by the latter immediately- 
preceding the attempt 

Oeneral orders and disposition for the attack. 

^ Tht troops will march at— o^clock, and move by 
the right, making a short halt at the creek, o^ run, on 
this side next Clement's ; every officer and non-com- 
missioned officer will remain with, apd be answerable 
for, every man in his platoon ; no soldier to be per- 
mitted to quit his ranks on any pretext whatever, 
until a general halt is made, and then to be attended 
by one of the officers of the platoon. 

" When the head of the troops arrive in rear of the 
bill, Cd. Febiger will form his regiment into a solid 
edumn of a half platoon, in front, as fast as they come 
up ; Col. Meigs will form next, in Col. Febiger's rear. 
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and Maj« Hull in the rear of Meigs, which will form 
tiie right column. 

" Col. Butler will form a oolumrf on the left of Fe- 
biger, and Maj, Murfree in his rear. Every officer and 
soldier will then fix a piece of white paper in the most 
conspicuous part of his hat or cap, as a mark to dis- 
tinguish him from the enemy. At the word marcht 
Col. Fleury wilt take charge of one hundred and fifty 
determined and picked men, properly officered, witK 
arms unloaded, placing their whole dependence on fixed 
bayonets, who will move about twenty pacts in froni 
of the right coluAtn, and enter the sally-port marked ; 
he is to detach an officer and twenty men, a little in 
front, whose business will be to secure the seiitries, 
and remove the abatis and obstructions, for the column 
to pass through. The column will follow close in the 
rear, with shouldered muskets, led by Col. Febiger and 
Gen. Wayne in person. When the works are forced, 
and not btfore, the victorious troops will give the watch- 
word, , with repeated and loud voices, and 

drive the enemy from tibieir works and guns, which 
will favor the pass of the whole troops. Should the 
enemy refuse to surrender, or attempt to make their 
escape by water, or otherwise, efieetual means mvaX 
be used to effect the former and prevent the latter. 

*' Colonel Buller will move by the route (2) preee* 
ded by one hundred chosen men, with jfixed bayonets, 
properly officered, at the distance of twen^ yards, in 
front of the column, which will follow imj^r Colonel 
Butler, with shotildered muskets. These hundred will 
also detach a proper officer and twenty, men, a little in 
front, to remove ^e obstructions, &c.; as socm as they 
gain the works, they will also give, and continue the 
watchword, which will prevent confusion and mistake. 
If any soldier presnme to take bis musket from his 
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^ The general hai ^e fnllest confidenee in the hra- 
very and fortitude of the corps that he has the happi- 
ness to commancT. The distinguished honor confen^ 
on every officer and soldier, who has heen drafted into 
this corps by his excellency, General Washington, the 
credit of the states they respectively belong io, and 
iheir own reputations, will be such power&l motives 
for each man to distinguish himself, that the general 
cannot have the least doubt of a glorious victory ; and 
he, hereby, most solemnly engages to reward the first 
man who enters the works with five hundred dollara 
and immediate promotion ; to die second, four hundred 
dollars; to. the third, three hundred dollars; to the 
fourth two hundred dollars ; and to the fifth, one hundred 
dollars ; and he wiH represent the conduct of every 
officer and soldier, who distinguishes himself in thiisi 
fiction, in the most favorable point of view to his ex* 
cellenoy, whose greatest pleasure is rewarding merit 
But should there be any soldier so lost to feeling of 
honor, as to attempt to retreat one single foot, or skulk 
in ^e face of danger, ihe officer next to him is imme- 
diately to put him to death, that he may no longer dis- 
grace ihe name of a soldier, or the corps, or the state 
to which he belongs. 

*<As General Wayne is determined to share the 
danger of the night, so he wishes to participate in the 
glory of tfie day, in common With his fellow soldiers.'* 

The night had already settled down, when the ad- 
Tancing eQl|imn of the Americans emerged from a thick 
wood on4he shore of the Hudson ; the dim and shadowy 
prospect jdisdowing to their sight Verplank*s Point, 
buried in a mass of shadow on the other side of the 
river, while before them rose the dark, gloomy, and 
frowning erag;^ heights of Stony Poitit, surmounted 
by a fort that was now deemed impregnable, and the 
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eq)ture of which was^ by most persooB, regarded as 
impossiUe. But to the high heart and daring spirit of 
Anthony Wayne, danger in the servfce of his country 
was delight, and he moved forward on his gallant pur- 
pose wiUi an unwavering determination. 

A turn in the road soon hid them from the river ; 
and, after a silent march of some minutes, they arrived 
within a' short distance of the enemy's line, and halting 
at the command of Wayne, formed into columns for the 
attack. Beginning again their silent progress, they 
presently reached Sie marshy ground at the base of the 
hill. "Hist !" said Wayne, in a low voice from tli^ 
fronts—** Halt." The order passed in a whisper down 
the line, and the colunm paused on the ed^ of the 
morass. It was a moment of suspense and peril. 
Every man felt that in a few moments the fi^te of their 
hazardous enterprise would be decided, and th^ they 
would be either cold in death, or the American flag 
floating in triumph over the dark promontory ahead, 
now scarcely discernible through the thick gloom of 
the midnight. " The troops remained in this position,*' 
says Gen. Wayne,* " until the principal officers, with 
myself, returned from reconnoitering the works. At 
hsdf after eleven, being the hour fixed on, the whole 
moved forward." The pioneers, with axes, reached 
the abatis, and their rapid blows rung upon the nkht, 
when suddenly the shout of alarm' bro^e from the fort» 
the gun of a sentry flashed through the gloom, and in 
an instant all was uproar and confusion within the as* 
tonished fortification. 

It was now twenty minutes past twelve o-dock. 
Not a moment was to be lost. " Advance ! advance !" 



*Iq a letter to Washington, dated " Stony Point, July 17di, 
1779." 
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shouted Wayne, waving his sword, as he pressed rapidly 
onwards to the abatis, followed in death-like silence 
by his indomitable troops. 

" To arms !" came borne On the night breeze from 
the fort — ^"to arms! to arms !"— mingled with the 
quick roll of the drum. In an instant the British were 
at their posts. The gallant Americans continued their 
silent but steady march through the morass, now over- 
flowed by the tide. Thrilling were the moments dup- 
ing which they maintained their progress. The fire 
of the enemy burst upon them from every embrasure 
/ of the fort. ** Neither the deep morass," says Wayne,* 
*^ the formidable and double rows of abatis, nor itit 
high and strong works in front and flank, could damp 
^e ardour of the troops, who, in the face of a most 
tremendous and incessant fire of musketry, and froQi 
artillery loaded with shells and grape-shot, forced their 
way, at the point of the bayonet, through every obstacl^t 
both columns meeting in (he centre of the enemy's 
works at the same instant." 

On— on — they had pressed amid the whirlwind of 
flre from the fort, over the abatis and bulwarks, until 
the British, borne back by their impetuous onset, 
quailed before thepi- Then, and not till then, was the 
death-like silence broken. A sound rung out from the 
victorious troops over all the thunder of hatde. It wa» 
&e watchword of success. It was heard by the he^d 
of tlie column behind, it passed down their line, was 
caught up by the rear,- and a wild shout, making the 
very welkin tremble, rang out Indeed, the enthusiasm 
of the victors eannot be described. But though tiiie 
contest had been so bloody, not a man of the enenoiy 
fell after resistance had ceased. " The humanity of 

♦ Letter of July ITtfi. 
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otir brave soldierB," says Wayne,* " who scorned to 
take the lives of vanquished foes calling for mercy, re- 
flects the highest honor on them, and accounts for so 
few of the enemy being killed on the Occasion,*' 

The monung gun announced to the British fleet in 
ihe river that Stony Point Was agcdn in possession of 
the Americans. 

' The loss of the assailants fell far short df the appa- 
rent hazard of the enterprise* The killed and wounded 
did not exceed one hundred.— -"Wayne's own escape on 
this occasion was of the hair-breadth kind. Struck on 
the head by a muske^-ball, he fell ; but, immediately 
rising on one knee, he exclaimed, *' March onr^carrv 
me into the Jott-^for shotdd the wound be mortal, I 
will die at the head of the column.^^ The enemy's loss, 
in killed and woun<£ed, amounted to six hundred and 
seven men.t 

Washington in his reports to Congress, says of 
Wayne ; *♦ To the encomiums he has deservedly be- 
stowed on the officers and men under his command, it 
gives me pleasure to add^ that his own conduct, through- 
out the whole of this arduous enterprise, merits the 
warmest i^probation of Congress. He improved on the 
plan recommended by me^ and executed it in a linanner 
that does honor to his judgment and bravery ."it 

A very distinguished public writer of that day, speak- 
ing of the capture of Stony Point, says, <* great is the 
triumph of the Americans upon the success of this en- 

• Letterof July 17fli. 

t Sparks' Biography^--" The loss of the enemj was siztv- 
ibree killed; Lieut. CoL Johnston, four captains, and twenty 
subaltern officers, together with the remainder of the garrison, 
were made prisoners of war, amounting to 543. The military 
stores captured were extensive and valuable." — Caak^f p. 811. 

t Sparks' Writings of Washington. 
9* 
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terpiise^ and jttBtly, for it would have done honor to 
the most veteran troops, and, notwithstanding the, pro- 
vocations given by the plunderings and burnings at 
New Haven, Eaist Haven, Fairfield, and Green-Farms, 
of «irhich they had heard, such was the humanity of 
the continental soldiers, that they scorned to take the 
lives of their foe, calling for mercy-*-«o that there were 
but few of the enemy killed on the occasion." 

In Congress, July 26th, 1779, it was " Resolved^ 
unanimously. That the ^ank)i of Congress be presented 
to Brigadier-Ga^ral Wayne, for hw brave, prudent, 
and soldierly conduct, in the spirited and well conducted 
attack of Stony Point."* 

" Of &e congratulatory letters received by him from 
a great number of distinguished men, we have room 
lor only four. General St. Clair wrote as follows : 

N&P mndaoT, July 17tt, 1779. 

**Dear GeneraI/— It is with true pleasure &at I 
received the news of your success at Stony Point, 
on which I beg leave to present you my cordial con- 
gratulati<»ifl. 

'< It is an event that makes a very great alteration in 
the situation of affairs, and must have important con- 
sequences, and is the more glorious from its having been 
effected with so little loss. It is, in short, the eom- 
pletest surprise I ever heard of. 

*< Please to present my compliments to the gentle- 
men of your family, and all our friends, and believe 
me, with much esteem, dear general, 

" Your very humble servant, 

" Arthur St. Clair. 

^ General fFaync.'* 

* Extract from the minutes. 
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''Philadelphia, August eth, 1770. 

^ My dear Sir— There was but one thing wanting, 
' in jrour late successful attack upon Stony Point, to 
complete your happiness : and that is, the wound yoa 
received should have affected your hearing ; for I fear 
you will be stunned, through those organs, with your 
own praises. Our streets, for many days, rang with 
nothing hpt the name of General Wayne. You are re- 
membered constuitlynext to our great and good Wash- 
ington, over our claret and madeira. Tou have esta^- 
blished the national character of our country ; you have 
taught our enemies that bravery, humanity, and mag- 
nanimity, are the national virtues of the Americans. 

"Accept, my dear sir, of my share of gratitude for 
the honor and services you have done our cause and 
country. Mrs. Rush joins in the offering; and when 
our litde ones are able to repeat your name, we shall 
not fail to tell them, in recounting the exploits of our 
American heroes, how much they are indebted to you 
for their freedom and happiness. 

*'Adieu, my dear friend, and be assured of the sin- 
cere affection of 

♦* Yours, most sincerely, 

. "Benjamin Rush. 

''Chneral Wayne:' 

^Berkley County, August IIM, 1779. 
^Dear Sir-^You will do me the justice to ac- 
knowledge, that at the time I was taught to think, I am ' 
sure without foundation, that you were one of the most 
active in my prosecution, I gave it as my opinion that 
you were a brave officer and an honest man. You 
must likewise recollect, that when you sent me a cer" 
t tain message at Elizabethtown, I told you that if I 
was appointed to a command, and had my choice of . 
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brigadiers, you should be one of my first election. I 
Hope, therefore, that what I am now going to say you 
will not consider as paying my court in this your hour 
of glory ; for as it is at least my present intention to 
leave this continent, where I have been so scurvily and 
ungrateAiUy treated, I can have no interest in paying 
my court to any individual. What I shall say, there- 
fore, is dictated by the genuine feeling of ihy heart. 
I do most sincerely declare, that your action in the as- 
sault of Stony Point, is not only the most brilliant, in 
my opinion, through the whole course of tiie war on 
eidier side, but that it is one of the most brilliant I am 
acquainted with in history. The assault of Schweid- 
iiitz> by Marshal Lauduji, I think inferior to it. I wish 
you therefore, most sincerely, joy of the laurels you 
have deservedly acquired, and that you may long live 
to wear them ; and if you have leisure, as I am curious 
in these details, to inform pie of the particular order 
of your disposition, you will much oblige one who is, 
without flattery, with respect, and no small admira- 
tion, 

" Your most obedient humble servant, 

"Charles Leb. 

*^ Brigadier- General Waynes 

''Havre de Chaeey (Dranee) October 1th, 1779. 

''Dear Sir — With the greatest pleasure I take this 
opportunity of congratulating you on your admirable 
expedition at Stony Point. 

" Besides the general and hearty satisfaction I feel 
from any advantage which may bless the arms of .my 
fellow- American soldiers, I was particularly delighted. 
in hearing that this g/onou« qffair had been conducted 
by my good friend General Wayne. 

" I beg, my dear- sir, you would present my compli- 
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«»]nents to my friends and acquaintances in the army ; 
and believe me, most affectionately, yours, 

"La Fayette." * v 

The ball which wounded Wayne at the storming of 
Stony Point, grazed his skull nearly two inches in 
lengthf under the hair. The infantry cap which he 
wore on that night, and which was perforated by the 
ball, was of beaver, having a crest neatly ornamented 
with horse-hair. The wound tspeedily healed, and, in 
a few days, he was again ready and eager for active 
service. 

The campaigaof 1770 closed by Washington taking 
up his winter quarters at Morristown, N. J.; and on 
the 26th of December, Sir Henry Clinton, with a laige 
army, sailed with a fleet of 116 sail to the south, leaving 
Gen. Kniphausen, with a sufficient force, in command 
of New York. The command of Wayne having ceased, 
in consequence of the corps of light infantry rejoining 
their respective lines, he took an affectionate leave of 
Washington and his brother officers, repaired to the 
seat of government, and immediately recommenced his 
exertions in stimulating the councils of the nation, espe- 
cially those of his native state, in behalf of our suffer- 
ing soldiery, nearly one-half of whom were at this time 
barefooted, and otherwise destitute of comforts. 



• La Fayette had, ia January, 1779, returaed to France, for 
the purpose of exerting every means in his power to induce 
his country to send effectual aid to the United States. In 
May, 1780, he retfurried. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The campaign of 1780 — La Payette's return to America, 
with the tidings of effectual assistance from the French 
government — ^Wayne joins the camp at Morristown, N. J. 
—Incursions of the British into Jersey— Gallant ezpedi- 
tion of Wayne into Bergen Neck— his account of tin al^ 
fair— Allusions of Major Andre to the father of Wajme— 
Ridicule of Washington, Wa3me, and other officers of the 
Americans, by the British officers, on the stage at the the- 
atre in New York — ^Treason of Arnold— Capture of Major 
Andre— The character of Arnold as drawn by Wayne-— 
The American army in winter quarters — ^their distressed 
condition — Mutiny, on , the 1st of January, 1781, of the. 
Pennsylvania line, etc. 

The campaign of 1780 opened under prospects of 
many encouraging circumstances. La Fayette returned 
from France about the middle of May, and communi- 
cated to the commander-in-chief and to Congress liie 
pleasing intelligence that a French fleet, with a power- 
ful detachment, of land forces, might be speedily ex- 
pected on the coast. But this pleasure was soou 
depressed by the intelligence tl^at reached tlie northern 
states, of ^e fall of Charleston, S/C, into the hands 
of the British, the capitulation of which city took 
place on the 12th of May. Washington, while the 
main army of the enemy was operating in the soudi, 
** was confined to the irksome and inglorious task of 
watching, from his encampment at Morristown, the 
motions of the British on New York island, and of 
restraining their incursions into the adjacent country."* 

* Frost's United States. 
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* ' 

His forces were weakened by lihe departure fron\ his 
camp of reinforcements, which it was necessary he 
should send to the American army in the south ; ^ and 
never did distress press more heavily upon him.'* 

But the joyful news of the French assistance had 
the effect of rousing the nation from its lethargy. 
Congress and the executives of the different states, 
especially the inestimable governor of Pennsylvania, 
(Joseph Reed,) exerted themselves to make si^ch ar- 
rangements as the crisis demanded ; and the patriotic 
merchants of Philadelphia proceeded to the establish- 
ment of a bank, with a capital of j83 15,000, to be paid 
in specie, if required, the object of which was to sup- 
ply the army with provisions, &c. 

The stockholders were to derive no advantage from 
the establishment ; their credit and money were to be 
advanced for the benefit of the contin.ental army. They 
asked nothing more than that Congress should pledge 
the faith of &e nation for a redemption of the costs 
and charges of the institution in a reasonable time. 
These stipulations were entered into, and the bank 
speedily went into operation, and was productive of 
very happy effects. In addition to this, the ladies of 
Philadelphia most npbly and patriotically subscribed 
$300,000 for the immediate relief of the suffering sol- 
diers, which example was extensively followed. Yet 
those, with pther sources of relief, fell far short of 
their objects.* 

• Congress, from Washington's repeated representations 
by letter, and Wayne's personal urgency, sent a committee 
to the camp. This committee, after a full inquiry^, reported 
fltat <<The army was unpaid for five months; that it seldom 
had more ttian six days' provisions in advance, and was on 
several occasions, lor sundry successive days, witiiout meat ; 
that the army was destitute of forage ; that the medical de- 
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On the 18th~t)f May, Washington addressed a letter 
to Gen. Wayne in which he says, •* I shall be veiy 
happy to see you at camp again, and hope you will, 
without hesitation, resume your command in the'Penn* 
sylvania line.'* To which Wayne replied^ (from Phi- 
ladelphia, June 1st,) that he would rendir himself "in 
camp the latter end of next week ;"- and which promise 
he fulfilled. 
At this crisis. Sir Henry Clinton had returned from 
^ the South, and he and Kniphausen were making incur- 
sions into Jersey, and enlisting tories and refugees, of • 
which they had four thousand at Iheir command. Their 
object was to capture or destroy the military stores de- 
posited at Morrnrtown, and in its neighborhood, and to 
cut up the small army which might have the gallantry 
to attempt its defence.* To "mask his real view, he 
embarked troops and made such preparations at New 
York as indicated an immediate move up the North 
river. As soon as Gen. Washington received intelli- 
gence of this circumstance, that he might be prepared 
to defehdWest Point and the strongholds in the High- 
lands, he marched with the principal part of his army to* 
wards those points on the t^lst of June, leaving at Sprinj 
field the remainder, consisting of 700 meii, together wi 

partment had neither sugar, tea, chocolate, wine, or spirituous 
liquors of any kind; that every department of the army was 
without money, and had not even the shadow of credit left; 
that the patience of the soldiers, borne down by the pressoupe- 
of complicated sufferings, tras on the point of being ex- 
hausted." 

• The British regular force in New York, at this time, was . 
12,000. The whole, under the immediate command of Wash- 
ington, fell short of 3,000. The greater part of the British 
could be speedily concentrated for any object ; in addition to 
which, they could call to their aid the 4,000 refugees. 
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ihe eaTalrjT and miUtiav under command x)f Maj. Gen. 
Greene. As Gen. Washington was resolved not to 
march beyond supporting distance of G^n. Greene; his 
movement was necessarily slow ; and he had not ad- 
vanced more than eleven miles from Mdrristowti, oa 
the 22d, when lie was informed that the most proWble 
design, ef the British was the stores, &c. He there- 
fore halted. On the morning of the 23d, further sus- 
pense was removed by a messenger from Greene, dated 
'' Sprihgiield, 2Sd, six o^lock, a. m. — ^The enemy are 
out on* their maveh towards this place in ftlll force, 
having received a considerable reinforcement last 
night." 

So soon 89 tins intdUgence reached Washington, he 
detached a brigade, under Wayne, from file main army, 
to hang on th& right flank of the enemy ; but the action 
was ov^y and ^ British had retreated before the bri- 
gade, widi every exertion, could gain its position. The 
following correspondence occurred on this occasion : 

**Cbatham, %ZdJune, 1780—8 d*cloch P* M. 
"Dear General — ^You no doubt have heard tfiat 
the enemy, after burning Springfield, are retired to 
their former post on Elizabethtown Point. Their ntim- 
ber, fitom the best observation, did not exceed 4,000. 
They brought out three days' provisions, which pro- 
bably is io serve them until they reach the vicinity of 
West Point. I have not yet seen Gcn^ Greene; but 
from good intelligence, the grenadiers and light infan- 
try, composing two battalions, together with all the 
other troopA lately arrived from Charlestown, except 
the legion, embarked last evening, but had not sailed 
this morning* May they not wait the return of those 
who marched from the point this taioming, and pro- 
ceed in conjunction up the river, in full ccmndenoe that 
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Ihis mameuvre has drawn your excellency's attention 
to this quarter ? 

'< I shall in consequence more along the mountain 
towards Passaic falls, in the morning, unless counter- 
manded by your excellency or General Greene. 

*' Most respectfully, your obedient s^rrant, 

" Anthony Watnb. 

''Gen. WoBhingUmy 

''Whippmy, 11 o\doek, P. M.—%ZiJvgne, 178d. 
** Dear Sir— *Some time before the receipt of your 
fkvor, I was informed that the enemy had returned to. 
their station at Elizabethtown Point. It is certainly 
difficult, if not impossible, to ascertain their views. I, 
however, dl things considered, wish to keep our force 
as compact as possible, and therefore wish you, if yon 
* find in the morning that the enemy are quiet or gone 
over to Staten Island, to return by the same route ^ou 
marched to-day. 

^^ I am, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 

**Gro. WAinmoTON. 
''General Way m." 

It has already been mentioned diat Sir Henry Clinton 
had, at any time, subject to his command 4000 militia 
and refugees. Many persons of this latter description 
resided in Bergen Neck, New Jersey, and were in 
the practice of stealing from the well affected inhabit- 
ants horses, cattle, &c. for the use of the British army. 
The principal leaders of this banditti had erected for 
the defence of themselves, associates and plunder, a 
remarkably strong and large block-house, which was 
said to have been constructed under the immediate 
superintendence of Hn engineer attached to the British 
army. This block-house was well garrisoned with 
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refills, tpries, and all the banditti, robbers and 
borse-thieves of that country, and fully supplied with 
the means of defence. The capture of the horses, 
cattle, &c., together with the destruction of this post, 
was deemed a matter of considerable importance, as it 
must necessari^ result in the breaking up of this horde 
of freebooters. With the view, therefore, of breaking 
up this ** lawless and mischievous establishment, to 
withdraw firom the isthmus supplies^f cattle and horses 
intended for the use of the enemy, to decoy into the 
defiles near Fort Lee aiiy British detachment sent for 
the protection of the block-house, andi lastly, *to mal^e 
such demonstrations as might detain in port for a few 
days an armament known to be destined against the 
French fleet and army then at Rhode Island,^ formed 
&e objects of an enterprise projected by Wayne and 
approved by Washington/'t 

In pursuance of this plan, Wayne with the 1st and 
ftl Pennsylvania brigades, with four pieces of artillery, 
on the 20th of July, at 3 o'clock, P. M. took up the 
line of march, and arrived ^a little in the rear of New 
Bridge at nine in the evening. They moved again at 
one in the night, in order to occupy the ground in the 
vicinity of Fort Lee, and the landing opposite King's 
Bridge, by the dawn of day. They advanced towards 
Bull's ferry. Gen. Irvine, with part of his brigade 
along the summit of the mountain, and ^ the first brigade, 
under Col. Humpton,with the artillery and Col. Moy- 
lan's horse, on the open road. Col. Moylan, with the 
horse and a detachment of infantry, remained at the 



• Which had arrived at Newport, on the 10th of July, under 
t^e command cf Chevalier de Femay, with 6000 land troops, 
under the Count de Rochambeau. 

f Sparks' Biography. 
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forks of the road loadKngr to Bergen and Panlus Hoofc 
to receive the enemy if they attempted any thing from 
that quarter. ^ On reconnoitering the enemy's post at 
Bull's ferry," says Wayne,* " we found it to consist 
of a block-house, surrounded by an abatis and stockade 
to the perpendiculat rocks next North river, with a 
kind of ditch or parapet serving as a covered way. 
By this time we could discover a move of troops on 
York Island) which circumstance began to open a 
prospect of pur plan taking the wished effect Generd 
Irvine was therefore directed to halt in a position from 
which he could move to any point where the en^my 
should attempt to land, either in the vicinity of this 
post or Fort Lee, where the sixth and seventh Penn- 
sylvania regiments were previously concealed, with 
orders to meet the enemy, and, after landing^ with the 
point of the bayonet to dispute tlie pass in the gorge 
of the mountain, at every expense of blood, until aup« 
ported by General Irvine and the Remainder of the 
troops. The first regiment was posted in a hoUov. 
way on the north of 3ie block-house, and the tenth in 
a hollow on the south, with orders to keep up an inces- 
sant fire, into the port-holes, ^o favor the advance of 
the artillery covered by the second regiment. — ^When 
the. four fidid pieces belonging to Colonel Proctor's 
regiment arrive'd at the medium distance of sixty yards, 
they commenced a fire which continued without inter- 
mission from eleven until quarter after twelve, at which 
time we received expresses from Closter, that the enemy 
were embarking their troops at Phillips', and falling 
down the river. We also saw many vessels and boats, 
fUll of troops, moving up from New York, which made 
it necessary to relmquish the lesseic for ike greater 



* Letter to Washington, dated Totoway, 83d July, 178Q» 
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object; — i. e. drawing the enemy over towards the 
posts already mentioned, and deciding the fortune of 
the day in &e defiles, through which they must pass 
before they could gain possession of the strong 
grounds." 

" In the meantime," continueB Wayne, " we found 
that our artillery had made but little impression, 
although well and gallantly served, not being of sufficient 
weight of metal to traverse the logs of the block-house. 
As soon as the troops understood that they were to be 
drawn off, such was the enthusiastic bravery of all 
officers and men, that the first re^men^ no longer 
capable of restraint, rather than leave a fort in their 
fear, rushed with impetuosity over the abatis, and ad- 
vanced to the ' palisades, from which they were with 
difficulty withdrawn, although ihey had no means of 
forcing an entry. The contagion spread to the seccmd, 
and by great efforts of the officers of both regiments 
they were at length reslrained, not without the loss of 
some gallant officers wounded, and some brave men 
killed. Happy it was that the ground would not ad- 
mit of a further advance of the tenih, and that the Situa- 
tion of General Irvine's brigade prevented them from 
experiencing a loss proportionate to those immediately 
at the point of action, as the same gallant spirit per- 
vaded the ivliole, which would have been the means of 
encumbering us with wounded. The artillery was 
immediately drawn off and forwarded towards the 
wished-for point of action) the killed and wounded 
were all moved on, excepting three that lay dead under 
the stockades. During this period Colonel Moylan*s 
dragoons drove off the oatde and horses from Bergen, 
whilst a detachment of the infantry destroyed the sloops 
and wood boats at the landing, in which were taken a 
^ptain wilh a few sulors^ Boibe others were killed 
10* 
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"wfailflt attemptii^ to escape by swimming. Having 
thus effected part of our plan, we pushed forward to 
oppose the troops from Voluntine's hill, where we ex* 
pected U> land at the nearest point to New Bridge, 
which, if effected, we were determined either to drive 
baek the enemy, or cat our way through them ; but in 
the doing of either we were disappointed. The enemy 
thought proper to remain in a less dangerous situation 
than that of the Jersey shore. We therefore passed 
on to New Bridge, and by easy degrees we have re- 
turned to this place. 

" One object, not the least," remarks Wayne, ** was 
to divert the enemy^s attention from their meditated 
attempt upon Rhode Island, in a combined attack by 
land and water on the French fleet and army at that 
place. Six thousand were actually embarked, who 
have been delayed by this manoBUvre, for four days, a 
circumstance which will render their meditated attack 
abortiye."* 

It has been said 4iat Gen. Wa3me's expedition to 
Bergen Neck afforded a theme for the poetical pen of 
the Adjtttant^General of the British army, the ill fated, 
though accomplished, Maj. John Andre. The verses 
were, and perhaps yet are, exhibited in Peale's museum, 
Philadelphia, and are pronounced to be auiographical. 
In this playM sally of the major's muse. Gen. Wayne 
is represented in the charactelr of a tanner, driving off 
cattle for the sake of their hides, ^. 

In the commencement of this memoir, it is said dial 
Isaac Wayne, the father of the American General, if as 
^ a man of great industry and enterprise" which was 
the fact. To agriculture, on a very extensive scale, he 
added a tan factory, perhaps, in its day, the largest in 

* Letter to Colonels DeUay and Johnstone, SMdi July, ITBOe. 
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the State of PennsylTania ; Uiis, together with dm . 
&rm OQ which it was erected, dasicended, in 1774, to 
his son, the subject of this memoir ; however, neither 
ftte father nor son were professional tanners. 

From the appended memorandum,* copied fr<nn one 
of Wayne's ledgers, it would appear ^t if he had 
aetaally been a taniier, (and no meohanical branch is 
more honorable) smd had he personally pursued his 
business during the Revolutionary war, he would not, 
in all probabiHty, have sustained the pecuniary loss 
which it records. 

While the British army was reposing in ease at New 
York, the officers occasionally amused thems^ves with 
writing comedies^ interludes, and farces^— and tibemselves 
were &e petsonss dramatis. '* Among others, they got 
up an mierludef in which Washington was represented 
as a surveyor, Greene as a gmismith, Wayne as a 
tanner, and o^er American officers in diffisr^t me- 
ohanical professions— all of whom were exhibited on 
the stage, in dresses, and with instruments suited to 
their respective occupations : for instance, Washington 
carrying a surveyor's jacol staff of huge size, accom- 
panied by a negro man, groaning under the weight of 
a compass, and dragging a chain more resemUing one 

* ''Mr, &h«iiK>n has sunk for me since the beginning of 
January, 1776, until he went away, upwards of two thousand 
four hundred pounds in stock, exclusive of the interest for 
near eight years. Nor do I believe that he made much for 
himself, although he has certainly injured me to the fall 
amount of three thousand six hundred pounds, counting only 
the principal and interest; had he managed my stock in 
trade to that advantage which others have done in the course 
of the late war, I ought to have, at a moderate computation, 
seven thouaand pounds in stocky in place of nothing/* 

AiTTOoirT Watitx. 

March, 1784. 
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tt86d by bulloelM th^ a annreyor ; Greene with ft 
hammeri an unwieldy old gun and broken lock in hiis 
hand; Wayne with a huge eunrying knifi^ and a 
leathern apron buckled round his neck, and extending 
down to hisB feet* 

^ This interlude was too good a thing to be lost ; ii 
was therefotek (as reported,) carried across the Atlantic 
by a British sergeant^ who himself had probably been 
one of the personeft dramatia in America, At the in- 
BlaniBe of this son of Mars, the interlude was got up 
in England, under the auspices of the manager of a 
elroUi^ Qomptay, with additions, amendments, new 
aeenory, deoarations, ^. 

** On- one of the nights of its being performed, and 
just as the curtain was* dropping to close this ludicrous 
scene, amidst the plaudits ik the spectators, an Ame* 
rican tar in the gallery vociferated, << Honor to my coun- 
try, disgrace to old England for suffering their hides to 
be dreilitdf and their heads broken, by American taii;« 
ners and gunsmiths." This piece of well-timed humor 
borepi' &e palm of applause from the interiude, and 
eensigned it to the tomb of the Capulets." * 

On the Sftth of September, 1780, the capture of 
Ma}. Andre took place, and the treason of Arnold was 
discovered. In the following letter, under date of tiie 
27th September, addressed by Wayne to a member of 
Congress, he thus describes the character of &e trai- 
tor, and we have a glance at his own movements : 

" I am confident that the perfidy of Gen. Arnold will 
astwiish the public ; the high rank he bore, the eclat 
he had obtained, whether deserving or not, justified the 
world in giving it him. But there were a few gende- 
men who, at a very early period of this war, became 

* Casket, p. 898. 
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acquainted with his true character. When yon asked 
my opinion of that officer last winter, I gave it freelft 
and, I believe, you thought it rather strongly shaded. 

^ I think that I informed you I had iie most desfi* 
cable idea of him, both as a gentleman and a soldier^ 
and that he had produced a conviction to me in 1776, 
that honor and true virtue were strangers to his soul ; 
and, however contradictory it migbt> appear, that he 
never possessed either genuine fortitude or personal 
bravery, and that he rarely went in the way 0f danger, 
but when stimulated by liquor, even to intoxication. 

*< I shall not dwell upoU his military diaraeter, or 
the measures he had adopted for the surrender of West 
Point ; the latter have, no doubt, be^ already fully 
mentioned by the commander-in-chief in his despatches. 
But I will give you a small specimen of his peculate 
tsdents. 

*< What think yon of his emplo3dng sutlers to retail the 
public liquors for his private emolUm^it, and furnish- 
ing his quarters with beds and other furniture, by pay- 
ing for ^em with pork, salt, fiour, ^c, drawn from tibe 
magazines ? He has not stopped here ; he has de- 
scended much lower, and defrauded the veteran soldier 
who has bled for his country in ibany a well'*fought 
field, during five campaigns ; among others, an old 8er«> 
geant 6f mine has felt his rs^acity. By the industiy 
of &is man's wife, they had accumulated something 
handsome to support themselves in their advanced age, 
which, coming to the knowledge of this cruel spoiler, 
he borrowed a large sum of money from the poor cre- 
dulous woman, andiefl her in the lurch. The dirty, 
dirty acts which he has been capable of committing, 
beggar all description ; and they are <^ such a nature 
as would cause the infemals to blush, were they ac- 
cused of the invention' and execution of them. 
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''The detached and debilitated etate of the g;ameon 
on West Point, iiuBmred sueeess to the assailanta. Hie 
enemy were all in perfeet readiness for the enterprise, / 
»id only waited the return of Andre to carry it into ex- 
eeation. The 26th was the day fixed on for this ex- 
ploit, and the discoTcry of Arnold's treachery was not 
made until late on &e 25th. At 12 o'clock of the morn- 
ing of the 26th» an express reached General Greene 
from his excellency, (who had f<»tunately arrived at 
West Point on his return from Hartford,) to push on 
the nearest and best disciplined troops, with orders to 
gain the defile or pass oyer the Dunderburg before the 
enemy. The first Pennsylvania brigademoved imme- 
diately; and, on the arriyal of the second express, 1% 
was spe^ily- followed by our gallant friend General 
Irvine, with the second brigade. Our march of six- 
teen miles was performed in Tour hours, during a dark 
night, without a single halt or a man left behind. When 
our approach was announced to the general, he thought 
il fabulous; but when assured of the reality of his 
tenth legion being near him, he expressed great satis- 
faction and pleasure. 

'* The protectidn of this important place is committed 
to the division under my command until a proper gar- 
rison arrives. We will dispute the approaches to the 
works inch by inch, at the point of the bayonet, and, if 
necessary, decide the fate of the day in the gorge of 
the defiles at every expense of blood. You may rest 
assured that, whatever may be the issue, neither the 
conduct of myself nor galknt assistant will ever re- 
quire the palliation of a friend, or cause a blush on the 
cheek of any affectionate acquaintance. 

** Most respectfully, your obedient, 

"Anthony Wayne.** 
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The sitnation of the Americaii solpliers at this period 
was truly deplorable. They were wearied out With 
privations, and indignant at their officers, whom they 
accused of not properly representing their situation to 
Congress. But the fault was in the tardiness of Con- 
gress, not in the officers. Gen. Wayne was particu- 
larly urgent in his memorials to the government. The 
Pennsylvania troops had been enlisted on the'ambi- 
guous terms of ''serving three years, or, during the 
continuance of the war ;" and Wayne, long before the 
army retired into winter quarters, anticipated the evils 
that occurred at the expiration of the three years from 
the date of their enrolment, January 1st, 1781. We 
make a few extracts from his letters upon this matter : 

**When I look to a period fast approaching, I dis- 
cover the most gloomy prospects and distressing ob- 
jects presenting themselves ; and when I consider the 
mass of people who now compose this army will dis- 
solve by the 1st of January, (except a little oorps en- 
listed for the war, badly paid and worse fed,) I dre^ 
the consequence, as these melancholy facts may have 
a most unhappy influence on their minds, when op* 
posed to a weQ appobted, puissant^ and ^desolating 
army."* 

"I am therefore induced to call upon the honorable 
Council to adopt some mode to procure a fresh supply 
of blankets and winter clothing for the officers and pri- 
vates belonging to the state of Pennsylvania. The 
weather begins to pinch ; hard necessity di>iiges us to 
be economists. Our soldiers' uniforms are much worn 
and out of repair. We have adopted the idea of cur- 



• Letter to Joseph Reed, Esq., 8ept 171h, 1780. 
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tailing tbe coato, to Bepair the elbows and other defec- 
tive parts; for whieh we shall immediately want 
needles and thread. Will your excellency be so 
obligiiig as to direct them to be procured and sent to 
camp, with the other stores, with sdl possible despatch ; 
and to appoint Lieutenant Dungan» of the sixth Penn- 
sylvania regiment, in place of Uie gentleman lately dis- 
missed the service by the sentence of a general court 
mvtial/' ♦ 

<< Whatever gentlemen may thinik of matters, for my 
own part I very much dread the ides of January. It 
will be a crisis in whieh we shall be most vulnerable, 
and, as I have already observed, in which the minds 
of ^e troops will be most susceptible of impressions 
injurious to this service ; and I have ground to believe 
that will be the season in which the enemy are in- 
structed to iterate. Should they then advance, and 
find our troops wretchedly appointed and pinchingly 
fed, the prospect will not be very flattering on our side ; 
for we shall find it full as difficult a task to introduce a 
conviction into our people, that the articles of provision 
and warm clothing are non-essentials in a winter's cam- 
paign, as it was for Peter to pass a piece of brown loaf 
upon Martin and Jack for good mutton and Buigundy. 

*'No, gentlemen, it is impossible. The first and 
keenest feelings of nature, (hunger and cold,) are not 
to be reasoned down by sophistry ; especially if your 
adversarief make use of a more effectual argument, by 
holding out an immediate relief in one ^and, and an 
invitation to partake of their friendship and plenty in 
the other. 

'* Believe me, gentlemen, that this is not a picture 

• Letter to Joseph Heed, Esq., Oct 17th, 1790. 
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drawn by fancy's pencil. It is taken from the life, aad 
it has stamped too indelible an impression upon my 
mind to be removed. Permit me to assure you, that 
it is not the prowess of our enemy I dread, but ihehe 
taking advantage of our necessitous situation and in* 
ternal disunion — neither of which they are to leanu 
They will therefore attempt to attain, by a winter's 
mancBuvre, art, and corruption, that which they can^ 
not hope to accomplish by open force. 

** It is, gentlemen, greatly m your power ip frustrate 
and blast their most sanguine views, by making the 
first overtures to a union among yourselves. Let me» 
therefore, as a friend and fellow^citizen, call upon youy 
in the most solemn manner, to meet the other part of 
the Assembly and Council with temper. Let party 
prejudice subside. Meddle not now with the conett^ 
tution, as the time is drawing near when the magnunft 
concilium of Pennsylvania will be necessarily convened 
to decide upon its case. Exert every power for the 
immediate completion of your quota of troops ; esta- 
blish magazines of provisions ; adopt some efficacious 
measure to procure a quantity of specie ; and, at all 
events^ find means to clothe the soldiers belonging to 
this state by the first of Jsmuary." * 

^^Camp at Totawayy I9th November^ 1780. 
" Dear Sir— Whflst Colonel Temple's servant ib 
iMraiting on horseback, I take the liberty again to men- 
tion the absolute necessity of forwarding a quantity of 
hard cash and state stores with all possible despatch, 
in order to keep our people in temper, as well as an 
inducement to the*new levies to enlist. Our honor and 



' Letter to Robert Mohris, Esq., dhd others, Nov. 9th, 1780, 
11 
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credit «re now plfglited for near 200 half joes, to the 
soldiers who enhsted on trust. 

^ I expect to march this division for winter quarters 
in a few days, which will be in the vicinity of Morris- 
town ; the other part of the army wUl take post at 
West Point and the neighborhood of New Windsor. 

'* Time will not permit me to me|ition matters of con- 
sequence. I find Ihat I shall have a very fatiguing and 
difficult task of duty during the winter, and, from some 
hints, not of the most pleasit\g nature. For God's sake 
direct every exertion to be used in procuring a com- 
plete nnifbrm for the line, which, with some hard cash 
towards making up the depreciation, will enable me to 
prevent, very probably, disagreeable consequences, re- 
store content, and render this^hne not only, respectable 
in the eyes of our friends, and honorable to the statOt 
but terrible to our enemies. 

" Interim, I have the honor to be your excellency's 
most obedient and very humble servant, 

"Anthonx Waynb. 

*' Governor Seed." 

It was with these forebodmgs that Wa3mie marched 
the division under his command into winter quarters, 
upon ground, (designated by him in his letters as 
Mount Kemble,^ in the neighborhood of Morristown. 
The spirit of dissatisfaction and mutiny hourly in- 
creased ; the looks of the soldiery were suUen and inso- 
lent ; their demands foi^ pay, clothing and provisions were 
constantly urged ; complaiiUs of the neighboring farm- 
ers poured into the Qamp of depredation? committed 
on their property. To protect the persona and prop^ty 
of the inhabitants, the officers used every exertion, and 
vigorous. measures were taken to bring the marauders 
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to exemplary punishment. Guard? and sentries, and 
all officers indiscriminately, were ordered to stop every 
soldier going out or coming into camp, and examine 
his pass, which, if found notsigped by the command- 
ing officer of the regiitient to which he belonged, was 
to be taken -from him, and the soldier himself to be 
confined and punished at the discretion of a regimental 
court-martial, in ^ the most summary manner. The 
names of the men belonging .to each hut were written 
and pasted on the door; and the officers of police 
visited every hut in their respective regiments after 
tattoo beating, and saw whether or not the whole of 
the men were present, or properly accounted for. 

Bead-Quarters, New Windsor, 28/A Dec, 1780. 

** Dear Sir,— I have received your favour of the 
25th, as I did that of the 10th. I think your precau- 
tions for the security of your camp very good, though 
I hope if the enemy have made a detachment equal to 
report, which tsays 2000 to 2500, you will be quiet in 
your quarters^; you are more in the way of gaining 
intelligence from New York than f am, and I shall be 
obliged to you for procuring as much as you*can, and 
transmitting me whatever is material. Mrs. Blair 
having informed me that about 2000 shirts, part of the 
productions of the ladies' contributions to the army 
were made up, I have desired her to deliver them to- 
Colonel Miles, deputy Quarter-Master-General, in 
Philadelphia, who has directions to forward 800 of them 
to you ; you wilL have them distributed among those 
of the soldiers who are most in need, or^by lot. I . 
very much approve of what I hear is your determina* 
tion, to hold all yqnr amusements within the line of 
your camp. Morristown would have been exposed to 
ft night's excursion from Staten Island. I wish the 
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compliments of the season to you and the genUemen 
of the line, and am, with great regard, 

** Dear Sir) your most obedient servant, 

"Gbo. Washington. 
" General Waym:^ v 

Unfortunately the intelligence mentioned in Wash- 
ington's letter came too late. Wayne 'ha^ pledged 
himself to breast the storm come when it might, and 
had he been more early possessed* even of those means 
of encouragei^ent, he might possibly hare reconciled 
the troops to a longer endurance of thjir privaldiMis, 
under positive assurance of approaching relief. The 
British, in New York, fully apprized of the discon- 
tented state of the soldiers at Morristown, had sent 
their emissaries into the camp with tempting solicita- 
tions, encouraging them to revolt and massacre their 
officers, o£feiring to take them under the protection of 
the British government, and to pay them the amount 
due to them from Congress. 

Surrounded by these difficidties, Wayne kept up 
his rigid discipline, and saw that his orders were ful- 
Med to the letter. The soldiers now complained that 
they experienced mor^ restrainVand stricter duty than 
usual in winter. He replied, ^t .he "would mueh 
rather be accused of that than a relaxation of (/i^ci/i/me 
or inattention.^* But, in the end, Ihe clouds of dis» 
content, which he had perceived, so long gathering, 
burst out into a storm, which was attended by circum- 
stances the most appalling. 

Orders appear to have been strictly obeyed, in every 
minutiae; up to the hour of nine o'clock on the evening 
of the Ist of January, when every tfiing appeared 
favorable, and all the soldiers were either in their huts 
or properly accounted for. Between nine and ten 
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however, they rushed from their huts, paraded under 
arms without officers, forcibly supplied themsdires 
with ammunition and provisions, seized six pieces of 
artillery, and took the horses from the generals^ stables. 
"The whole division, with a few exceptions^ was 
found in a state of open and decided insurrection ; dis- 
claipaing all further obedienee, and boldly avowing aa 
intention of immediately abandoning the post, and of 
seeking, with arms in their hands, a redress of their 
grievances."* 

• Wayne, and his brother officers, rushed among the 
mutineers, and " appeals, bbth prgent and frequent ad- 
dressed ad well to the passions as the interests of the 
offenders, were faithfully but unsuccessfully tried; 
oompulsatory means, the last resort of invaded authority 
followed ;. blows were given, wounds inflicted and livee 
lost; but without producing the desired effect, and 
tending only to imbitter a strife, melancholy in its 
cause and hopeless in its object, "t 

^ Immediately after itie meeting, Wayne despatched 
the following account of it to Washington. 

Mount Kemble, M^an., 1781, > 
half after 4 o'dackyJl. M. 5 
Dear Gensral— Jt is with great pain I now inform 
your excellency of the general mutiny and defection, 
which sudde^y took place in the Pennsylvania line, be* 

♦ Sparks* Biography, vol. 4, page Si2d— Hazard's Register, 
vol. 2, 1828. 

f On Wayne's pocking his pistols there were a hondred 
bayonets at his breast, with "we love you, we respect jrou, 
hut yon are a dead man if you fire. Do not mistake us, we 
are not going to the enemy ; on the contrary, were they now 
io eome out, yoa would see ns fight, under your orders, wi^ 
as much resolution and alaciity as ever! " ^ 
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tween the hours of 9 and 10 o'clock last evening. Every 
lK>88ible exertion was used by the officers to suppress 
It in its rise ; but the torrent was too potent to be stem- 
med. Captain Bitting has fallen a victim to his zeal 
and duty. Captain Tolbert and Lieutenant White are 
reported mortally wounded— a very considerable num* 
ber of the field and other officers are much injured by 
strokes from muskets, bayonets, and stones ; nor have 
the revolters escaped with impunity. Many of their 
bodies lay under our horses' feet, ^d others will re- 
tain with existence the traces of our swords and es- 
pontoons. They finally moved from the ground about 
deven o'clock at night, scouring the grand parade with 
round and grape shot from four field pieces ; the troops 
advancing in a solid column^ with fixed bayonets, produc- 
ing a diffusive fire of musketry in firont, flank, and rear. 

" During this horrid scene, a few officers, with my- 
self, were carried by the tide to the fork of the roads 
at Mount Kemble ; but placing ourselves on that lead- 
ing to Elizabelhtowiw and producing a conviction to 
the soldiery that they could not advance upon that 
ro»te, btit over our dead bodies, they fortunately 
turned towards Princeton. 

** Colonels Butler and Stewart, (to whose spirited 
exertions I am much indebted) will accompany me to 
Vealtown, where the troops now are. We had our 
escapes last night Should we not be equally fortunate 
to-day, our friends will have this consolation, that we 
did liot commit the honor of the United States, or our 
own, on this unfortunate occasion. 

*< Adieu, my dear general, and believe me youx8« 
most sincerely, ^< Anthony Waynk. 

^^ General fPashington.'' 

% The conflict lasted about two hours ; and, at half 
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past eleven, the revolters commenced their march to- 
wards Prmceton, bivoiMtcking for the night at Veal- 
town, as mentioned in the preceding letter of Wayne, 
who followed them to that place, and opened a corres- 
pondence with them for the purpose of bringing them 
back to their duty. 

Sir Henry Clinton, apprized of the revolt in the 
American camp, and presuming that the object of the 
deserters was to get to New York, speedily placed a 
corps of infantry ai|d artillerists on Staten Island, with 
a sufficient number of boats for their speedy transporta- 
tion to Perth Amboy ; at^ the same time despatching 
written proposals to the insurgents, inviting them to a 
junction with him. These proposals reached them on 
ihe 7th of January. Instead of entertaining them, they 
promptly and proudly rejected them, spuming the idea 
of' becoming Arnolds^ as they expressed it. They 
placed the two bearers in confinement as spies ; en- 
closed the overtures of the British in an envelope, and 
despatched them to Wayne by two sergeants; with 
also a solemn assurance, that ** should any hostile move- 
ment be made by the enemy, the division would im- 
mediately march, under their old and beloved com- 
mander, to meet and repel it."* 

By the zealous exertions of Wayne, in whom their 
confidence was yet undiminished, and whom they con- 
stitated the medium through which the conrespondence 
between them and the civil! authority should pass, 
money was raised, their grievances were redressed, and 
an amicable adjustment soon followed. Certain stipu- 
lations were entered into, and a temporary dissolution 
of the Pennsylvania line took place. Afler which, 
the officers were sent into Pennsylvania to recruit men. 

* Casket, p. 453^— Sparks' Biog. p. 55. 
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CHAPTER VII- 

The campaign ^f 1781 — Wa^e is ordered to join the soutli- 
em army'-i-'His untiring preparations — ^A mutiny-^emy 
the Rover— Origin* of the cognomen ** Mad Anthony "— 
Wayne effects a junction with La Fayette — ^Battle of Green 
Spring— Wayne's daring and decisive attack — Comi^i* 
mentary letter received by him from Robert Morris, £sq^ — 
Wayne pursues Tarleton — ^Retreat of the British— Lord 
Oomwallis takes up a position at Torktown, Virginia- 
Arrival of the French fleet^Wayne and La Fayette— The 
British and Firench fleets^-The siege of Yorktown— Sur- 
render of Comwallis — Wajme's diary, etc* 

About the latter end of Pebniary, 1781, Gen.Wajme 
received orders to prepare to join the southern army 
under command of Gkn. Greene, and to commence as 
early as possible the rendezvousing of the Pennsylvama 
troops, and to march them off by detachments as soon 
as they could be collected. But so dispersed were the 
men in consequence of the recent revolt, and so great 
was the difficulty of procuring camp equipage and 
money, and adju«ting the pay due the troops, that he 
did not get in motion from York, Pennsylvania, until 
the latter end of May, when he proceeded to co-operate 
with La Fayette. While on his march -10 Virginia, in 
a letter to his family, Wayne gives th^ foUowiag ac- 
count of an execution that he was jiecessitated to put 
into force : 

" llie anxiety of mind, and constant hurry of busi- 
ness, attending my station under trying circumstances, 
will be the best apology for so long a silence. I shall, 
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therefove, under the friendly covert of a tree, proceed 
to give you a brief detail of our manoBuvres. 

"When I arrived at York, there was scarcely a 
horse or carriage fit to transport any part of out bag- 
gage or supplies* This difficulty I found means to 
remedy, by bartering one species of public property to 
procure another. The troops were • retardecf in ad- 
vancing to the general rendezvous by the unaccount- 
able delay of Ab auditors, who were appointed to 
settle and pay the proportion of the depreciation due 
them, which, when received, was not equal to one- 
seventh part of its nominal value. Tl^is was an alarm- 
ing circumstance. The soldiery but tob sensibly felt 
the imposition, npr did the conduct or precept of the 
inhabitants tend to moder&te, but rather inflame their 
minds, by refusing to part with any thing for it; say- 
ing it was not worth accepting, and that they ought not 
to march until justice was done them* To minds al- 
ready but too susceptible of this kind of impression* 
and whose recent revolt was still fresh in their memory, 
little more was wanting to stimulate ,them to try it again. 
The day antecedent to that on which the march was 
to commence, a few leading mutineers on the right of 
each regiment called out to pay them in real, not ideal 
money ; they were no longer to be trifled with. Upon 
this they were ordered to their tent§ ; which being pe- 
remptorily refused, the principals, wer^ immediately 
either knocked down or confined by the officers, who 
were previ<^sly prepared for this event. A court-mar- 
tial was ordered on the spot ; the commission of the 
crime, trial, and execution, were all included in the 
course of a few hours, in front of the line, paraded 
under arms. The determined countenances of the 
officers produced a conviction to the soldiery that the 
sentence of &e court-martial would be carried into exe- 
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ontion at every risk and consequence. Whether by 
design or aeeident, the particular friends and messmates 
oC the culprits were their executioners ; and whilst the 
teiirs rolled down their cheeks in showers, they silently 
and faiftfully obeyed thek orders without a moment** 
' hesitation. Thus wais this hideous monster crushed in 
its birth, however to myself and officers a most painfVil 
scene. We shall join ^e marquis in a few days, and 
produce a conviction to the world that death has no 
terrors when put in competition with our duty and 
glory* 

** P. S. Jemy, the Rover, alias the commodore; has 
absented himself from this detachment of the army. 
Should he in his raiilble pass your way, I hope that 
you will extend towards him every hospitality which 
may be most likely to minister to his comfort. I ana 
convinced that, whether in his hours of sanity or in- 
sanity, he would cheerfully lay down his life for either 
me or any of my fBunily.*' 

Jemy, the Rover, to whom Wayne refers in this post- 
script, was the perison with whom originated ^e cog- 
nomen '* Mad Anthony." In all armies, the soldiers 
delight in nicknaming their principal officers; and 
Jemy fixed one upon the subject of our memoir, by 
which he is to this day familiarly spoken oi. The 
real name of Jemy is itot recollected. He was an 
IrislyjutfLi^nd a regularly enlisted soldier in the Penn- 
sylvania line. He was subject to, or at least so feigned^ 
occasional fits of craziness ; in which state he often 
proved very noisy and troublesome, and in one instance 
was ordered to the guard-house. Whilst the s^geant, 
with 3 file of men, was conducting him thither, Jemy 
suddenly hdted, and asked the sergeant by whose 
orders he was arrested. ^* By those of the general,'* 
was the reply. *' Then, forward !" said the I^ver. In 
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Ihe coarse qf z few hours he was released. In the 
act of taking his departure, he asked the sergeant 
whether Antony, (this being the only name he ^Ye 
Gen. Wayne,) was mad^ or in /un, when he placed 
him under arre«^— 4iot condescending to say nnd&t 
guard. The answer was, ^* The general has been mueh 
displeased with your cKsorderly conduct ; and a rep^ti* 
tion of it will be followed not only by confinement, but 
twenty-nine well laid on." " Then," exdaimed Jemy, 
«^ Anthony is madu farewell to you-rclear the cdast 
for the commodore, mad Anthony's friend !"* 

On the 7th of, June,'the PennsylvEnia tsoops, amount- 
ing to 1100, formed a junction with La Fayette, which 
Philips and Arnold, who were ravaging the country, in 
vain had endeavored to prevent Immediately after 
this junction. La Fayette and Wayne advanced against 
Comwallis, who was now retreating. La Fayette, with 
il^e main body of his army, continued to hold a posi- 
tion about twenty miles in the rear of the British, 
whilst the advanced corps, under Gen. Wayne, kept 
within, eight or nine miles, with the view of com- 
mencing an attack on the rear-guard, after the main 
body should have passed the river. After a variety of 
marches and counter-marches, La Fayette received i^i- 
telligence on the 5th of July, that the enemy had moved 



* « This Jemy, the Rovei^had method in his derangement 
General Wayne, to whom he was most devotedly attached, 
frequently employed him as a ^y. While the American 
army lay at Valley Forge, he was repeatedly sent within the 
British lines, and always returned with Correct and impor- 
tant information. It is said, by those who are yet living, and 
who well recollect the Rover, that he was a. man of good 
education and extraordinary shrewdness. In fact it was 
much doubted whether or not Jemy feigned derangement" — 
Ouket, p. 499, 1829. 
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from Wijliamsbiirg to Jamestown, and were preparing 
to transport their baggage and troops over the river. 
This induced him to take a position at Chickahominy 
church, eight miles from Jamestown. Early the next 
morning, information was received that the main army 
of the British had already effected its passage. La 
Fayette durected Wayne to advance immediately and 
attadk their rear-gtiard. Upon arriving at Green Spring 
Farm, near the enemy, Wayne discovered that'the in- 
telligence of the main army having passed w*s fake, 
and that he had now to confront the whole British hodt 
with but only five hundred men. * The only possible 
mode which he could calculate upon, under these cir- 
cumstances, for saving his command from falling into 
the grasp of the enemy, was that which he promptly 
adopted, attacking vigorously and retreating precipi- 
tately. <* Moments decide the fate of battles ; and the 
ittind of onr hero, prompt as firm, seeing at a glance the 
whole extent of his danger, and knowing that boldness 
only could afford a sufficient security against it, re- 
sorted to a charge.'^* "At three o'clock/' says Wayne,t 
** the riflemen commenced and kept up a galling fire 
upon the enemy, which continued until five in the after- 
noon, when the British began to move forward in 
columns ; upon which Major Galvan, at the head of 
the advanced guard, attacked them, and, after a spirit^ 
though unequal contest, retired upon our^ left. A de- 
tachment of the light infantry, under Major Willis, 
having arrived also, commenced a sever^ fire, but were 
obliged to fall badk ; which the enemy observing, and 
beginning to turn our flanks — a mancsuvre in which, 
had they persevered, they must inevitably have pene- 
trated between this corps and the other part of the 



* Sparks' 6iograpk3r. f Letter of Sth July, 17^ 
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anny ; but being joined at this erins by Colonel Har- 
mer and Major Edwards, with part of the 2d and 3d 
Pennsylvania regiments, under Colonel Humptoti, with 
one field piece, it was determined, among a choice of 
difficulties, to advance and charge them,- although num- 
bering more than five times our force. This was donj9 
with so much spirit as to produce the desired effect; 
L e. cheekuig them in their advance, and diverting 
them froin their ^r«^ manoBuvre. But being enveloped 
by numbers, and many brave* and worthy officers and 
soldiers killed or wounded, we found it expedient to fail 
back one half mile io Green Spring Farm. Two of 
oj]r field pieces, which were necessarily introduced 
under Captain Dufiee, to keep up the idea of our being 
in force, were served with equal spirit and effect, until 
disabled by having many of the men, with Captain 
Crosby, wounded, and all the horses killed, at last fell 
into theii: hands. The wagons and ammunition were 
saved. The enemy, sore from &e contest^and finding 
lis supported af that place by the remainder of the light 
infantry, were content with barely keeping the field» 
although opposed but by a handful of men compared 
with theirs ; and which, firom the number of the ene* 
my and the nature of the ground, were obliged to act 
in a detached manner, except diat part of the Pennsyl- 
vania line that had time to arrive, whose numbers did 
not exceed five hundred. FronH the mutual emulation 
in the officers and men of each corps, I am confident 
that, had ^e army been in force, victovy would have 
inclined to our arms. However, svevy circumstance 
considered, our small reconnoitering party of horse and 
foot, who had the hardiness to engage Lord Comwallis 
at the head of the whole British army, with the ad- 
vantage of a powerful cavalry, on their own ground 
and in their own camp, are more to be envied ihan 
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pitied on diis occasion ; and I trast that, in an eqaal 
contest, we shall produce a contiotion to the world that 
we deserve success." t 

In this action 108 of the continental troops were 
killed, wounded and taken. Many of the officers were 
severely wounded, and most of the field officers had 
their horses killed under them. The Marquis de La 
Fayette, in his official notice of this action says — ^'^From 
every account the enemy's loss has been very great, 
and much pains taken^to conceal it." 

By some military critics this gaflant attack of Wayne 
was considered rash and useless. Col. Lee, speaking 
of this engagement,* insinuates that it was not good 
generalship, but Wayne's jsagerness for fighting, that 
brought about the action. Such, however, was not 
the opinion of Washington, Greene, Robert Morris, 
and others. Washington writes him — ^^'I, with the 
greatest. pleasure, recdved the official account of the 
action at Green Spring. The Marquis de La Fayette 
speaks in the handsomest manner of your own be- 
haviour, and that of the troops, in the action. I think 
the account which Lord Comwallis will be obliged to ' 
render of the state of southern affiiirs, will not be very 
pleasing to ministerial eyes and ears, especially after 
what appear to have been their expectations by their 
intercepted letters of March last. I am in hopes that 
Virginia will be soon, if not before this time, so far 
relieved as to permit you to mardi to the succor of 
General Greeke, who, with a handful of men, has done 
more than could p0ssibly have been expected ; should 
he be enabled to maintain his advantage in the Caroli- 
Has and Georgia, it cannot fail of having the most im-^ 
portent political consequences in Europe." 

* See his Memoirs of the Southern Gampaigas. 
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Oen. Greene, observes — ^*^ The marquis gives you 
glory for your liCte conduct in the action at Jamestown, 
and I am sensible you merit it. It gives me great 
pleasure to hear of the success of my friends ; but be 
a little careful and tread softly, for depend upon it, you 
have a modem Hannibal to deal with in the person of 
Lord GornwalUs. Oh ! that I but had you with me 
a few days ago, your glory and the public good might 
have been greatly advanced. Cols« Lee and Washing- 
ton are the heroes of the south, and bear down all be- 
fore them." 

The distinguished Robert Morris, who was at this 
time financier-general, addressed Wayne in the follow- 
ing words. ** We have received a full report of the 
action at Green Springs. It is very flattering to find 
our troops arrived to that degree of discipline which 
enables &em to face, with inferior numbers, that proud 
foe who have heretofore attempted, to treat our army 
with such contempt. It is still more agreeable to find 
these handful of troops have been led to the confiici 
by officers revered for their public, and esteemed for 
their private^ conduct through life. I do assure you, 
my worthy friend, that I shdl think my present toils 
well rewarded when they enable you and your com- 
petitors for glory to enjoy the sweets, whilst you en- 
dure the toils of a military life, ^xlr'ir^tme that my 
views extend much farther, but i(iis is not tn^^«^allest 
nor the least pleasing objects of my. pursuit. I hope 
to see you this winter, enjoying the trophies acquired 
by a glorious campaign. In the meantime, I shall be 
happy in, and profit^, no doubt by occasionally heaiv 
ing from you." 

The night .after the action at Green Spring, the 
enemy retreated, says La Fayette, in his despatches^ 
^ to James' Island, which they also evaeuated, crossing 



138 LIFE OF AHTHOKY WAYKE. 

over to the south of the river." On the 9th, Corn- 
wallis despatched Col. Tarleton, with his legion and 
some mounted infantry, -to Bedford county, adjoining 
the Blue Ridge, with the view of destroying some pub- 
lic stores which were supposed to be collected in that 
quarter for the use of GTe€3l,e^i army, and also for the 
purpose of intercepting any troops which might be 
advancing from the south to reinforce La Fayette. 
Fortunately those stores had been forwarded to Greene 
previous to Tarleton's excursion; and as he met no 
troops marching from the south, he rapidly retrograded, 
and joined Cornwallis on the 15th ^y from his 
departure. ' , x-. - 

As soon as La Fayette received intelligence of 
Tarleton's movement, he detached Gen. Wayne, with 
the Pennsylvania regulars, and Gen. Morgan, who 
previously to this had retired from the regular service, 
with the militia riflemen and horse to intercept Col. 
Tarleton. But the troo][^», under this officer, being all 
mounted, were enabled to evade the American detach- 
ment. '*I made a push for Tarleton in Amelia,'' 
Wayne says,* *< but obtaining intelligence of my ad* 
vance, he made a precipitate retreat.*' 

So soon as Tarleton rejoined the army, Cornwallis 
marched to Portsmouth, and commenced fortifying 
there. However, after remaining at that place but a 
few days, he received orders from Sir Henry Clinton 
to occupy the most eligible position on the Chesapeake, 
as well with a view to the convenience of a winter 
harbor for part of the British fleet, as for facilitating 
any military operations on or near the waters of that 
bay. In obedience to these orders, Cornwallis, after 
much rieconnoitering for a suitable position, or such a 

* Letter to Gov. Nelson, July aith, 1781. 
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one as would combine the views of his commander-in* 
chief, selected Yorktown, a short distance up the York 
river, to which, early in Au^st, he moved the principal 
portion of his forces, and commenced such a system 
of fortifications as clearly indicated a permanent post. 
At this place, the whole army under his command, was 
concentrated'foefore the 23d of August. Thus situated— 
and waiting to co-operate in the subjugation of Virginia 
with a fleet which he was led to expect would about 
this time arrive from the West Indies in the Chesa* 
peake — ^he employed his extensive corps of cavalry in 
furnishing every species of supply that did not reach 
him by water ; while^t his army was at all times pre- 
pared to advance on La Fayette and Wayne, should 
they move with their comparatively feeble army with- 
in striking, distance of him. 

Gen. Washington, on receiving intelligence that 
the Count de Grasse contemplated being on the Ameri- 
can coast early in the month of August, with a power- 
ful fleet, and three thousand land forces, resolved, in 
the first instance, with the combined American and. 
French troops, to attack Sir Henry Clinton on Y6rk 
Island; but after having maturely reflected on the 
chances of success, between operating against Clinton 
and Comwallis, on York river, in Virginia, the pro- 
bability of success against the latter, preponderated. 

La Fayette had been for some time expecting the de- 
cision of the commander-in-chief upon diis interesting 
point. Washington, so soon as he' decided, apprized 
La Fayette of it, and commanded him ^ to take mea- 
sures for the interception of Lord Comwallis' retreat, 
should that general discover the intended blow, and 
attempt to elude it by gaining North Carolina.*' La 
Fayette instantly adopted every possible means in his 
power to carr^ die orders of the commander-in-chief 
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into effect, by the instniineiitallt^ of his regulars and 
that of the militia. 

In consequence of the abo^e information and ar- 
rangementSy the following letters parsed between the 
marquis and Gen* Wayne : 

*^CoL Braxton's Hmse, nd August 1781. 
'' Dear Sir— -The long expected letter is at leng& 
arrived. In consequence of whi«h, you will begin your 
march to-morrow morning, and more pretty rapidly to 
WestoveTy where you wdL find boats, in readiness to 
cross. But I would not have you to cross till you hear 
fiirther from me. Tou wiU, therefore, take a conve- 
nient position for your supplies and this purpose. The 
commissary which I have sent will be able to provide 
you with some flour and rum from Richmond. Upon 
your report) I have made him answerable &r his con- 
duct. 

"I^have the honor to be, dear sir, 
<< Your obedi^t servant, 

**La Fatbtte. 

''Uth August, V1%1. 
^ Dear Sir— I am happy in this safe opportunity 
to open my heart to you. There is an important se- 
cret which I communicate to you alone, and which I 
request you tp keep from every body's knowledge. 
There is great reason to hope for an immediate aid by 
water. In the last letter firoi^ the general, he commu- 
nicates this intelligence, which I am bound upon honor 
to keep secret. He directs me to keep you here until 
further orders ; and, above all, recommends that every 
measure may be taken to prevent the enemy's retreat- 
ing to Carolina. Your position at Westover seems to 
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ease the mind of Lord Cornwallis ; and should he pass 
over James' river, your* troops may be on the other side 
by the time the remainder of the army arrives there. 
But in case our friends occupy water passages, we may 
in one day form our junction above Sandys Bridge,. and 
co-operate with them against the common enemy. I 
would, therefore, wish you to take a healthy position 
near Wei^tover ; to make every preparation ; to collect 
the means of helping to keep up the idea of a south- 
em destination, and to improve your situation upon 
James' river, in having your men well supplied. The 
one hundred Virginians had better join the battalion, 
when they will sidd to the discipline and improvement 
of the new levies. I request you will pay attention to 
the improvement of that battalion. I hope the execu- 
tive will send them clothing. Any arms id be had 
upon the James' river, could conveniently come down 
to them. 

" Very sincerely, yours, 

"La Fatetti. 
^General Wayne.'' 

^^Pfince George's County, SUt Aug., 1781. 

" Dear Mar<iuis — I had the honor of writing you 
the 28th instant ; on which occasion I mentioned the 
unmilitary position at Westover, to troops who had no 
command of the water, and -destitute of horse, whick 
had determined me take post on Malvari hills. 

" The next morning after our arrival thffte, I was 
favored with your orders of the same day ; upon which 
the troops immediately took up their line of march, 
and began to cross the James' river from Westover, 
about sunset, the night before last ; and, by persevering 
night and da/, with a few bad boats wi^out any hands, 
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excepting soldiers unaoquaioted with water craft, we 
l»ve effected this fatiguing basftaess. 

** The beats shall \^ sent to Mentzea's ferry imme- 
diately. I have directed the party who takes them, to 
join us the soonest possible a^ter depositing the craft 
at that place. 

** I shall proceed for Gabin^s Point ; and if I find 
Lord Gomwallis anxious to pass the river, I will en- 
deavor tp dissuade him from it by the most forcible 
argumentB. 

*' Interim, believe me, yours, m<^st sincerely, 

"A. .Wayne. 

^Marquu La Fajfette.'* 

''Holt's Forge, \Sugu8t 3i; 1781. 
'' My dear Sir — ^By information from Cape Charles, 
I hear that a large fleet from tha southward was yes- 
terday standing for the bay. Though this account i& 
not yet so ascertained as to make it public, I have every 
reason to believe* those are Count de Grasse^s, with 
twenty-flve ships of the line, and a body pf land forces. 
This will Wable his excellency to come down from 
the head of Elk, ' Lord Ccunwallis must then either 
submit to a siege, or this very night endeavor to gain 
the south side of James^ river. Now that you are 
over, I am pretty easy ; forty dra^bons, three hundred 
riflemen, and three hundred i;Klilitia, are to join you 
immediately at Cabin's Point. I request you will use 
every endeavor to be acquainted with the enemy's 
movements. Mulberry or Hog Island seems to be the 
best places for them to land. I have previously re- 
quested the French admiral to push frigates up James' 
river ; but this depends upon winds. The remainder 
of the army is ready to support you — General Stevens 
at the ferry, and the light infantry at this place. The 
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moment every door by water is shut, I will request 
you to move this way, and we will take measures for 
a junction with the French troops. I wish you to 
communicate to me every intelligence you may obtain. 
I shall be very vigilant to do the same for you. 

** Most sincerely and affectionately, yours, 

'*La Fatettx. 

** General Wayne.'* 

Whilst Gen. Washington was making such demon- 
strations towards an attack on Clinton's posts at New 
York Island, as to induct the latter o^cer to devote 
his whole attention to their security, he was, at the 
same time, disposing of the American troops, and those 
of the Freach under Gen. Boehambean, in such' a man* 
net as to enable him to make a rapid move to the 
Chesapeake $ and he had duly apprized the Count de 
Barras, who lay at Rhode Island wi& a squadron of 
French ships, of his recent determination to attack 
Lord Cornwdlis on the York river, in Virginia. The 
count speedily arranged all matters which fell under 
his province, and, on the ^th August, sai)fid for the 
Chesapeake, having under his charge all the heavy 
ordnance and military stores for the intended opera* 
tions against ComwaUis. On the same day that De 
Barras left Rhode Island, . to join De Grasse in the 
Chesapeake, the last division of Washington's army 
<;ro88ed the Hudson. &o fully persuaded was Sir Hen- 
ry that the army under his immediate command, and 
not that of Cornwallis, was the object of Washington's 
attack, that he could not believe the contrary until the 
advanced division of the allied army had passed the 
Ddaware ; but then, in place of adopting measures foi^ 
the relief of Cornwallis, he detached a strong body of 
troops under the infamous Arnold, to fall like demons 
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on Connecticut, in hopes*b7 this means to recall Wasb- 

inf ton from the further pursuit of his plans againsi 
CornwaUis, Vain effort — ^the steady mind of the com- 
mander-in-chief was not thus to be diverted from its 
object. The combined army contmued its march uhtil 
it reached the place of destination. It will be proper 
at this stage, although very cursorily, to advert to 
the respective njovements of the French and Bri^h 
fleets. 

Sir George B. Rodney, the British admind, then 
commanding, in the West Indies, having received intel* 
ligence from his government that the Count de Grasse 
would speedily arrive on the American coast, gave 
orders to Admiral Hood, (then with him,) to proceed 
instandy widi a squadron of ships to the United States 
coast. Those orders were speedily obeyed by Hood, 
who, it was expected, when joined by Admiral Greaves 
with a squadron of ships, dien at ^ew York, would 
be a full match for the supposed number of ships under 
command of De Grasse and Barras. 

Hood, with fourteen sail of the line, reached the 
Chesapeake bay on the 25th of August, it being the 
same day that Count de Barras sailed from Rhode 
Island; and, however extraordinary Uie coincidence 
may appear, on the same day that the last division of 
the allied army, destined to operate against CornwaUis, 
crossed the Hudson. ' i 

Hood, looking into the Chesapeake' and Delaware 
bays but discovering no fleet of his adversaries in 
eiUier, proceeded to Sandy Hook, where he arrived 
on the 28th of August. 

On the same day Admiral Greaves joined Hood 
with Ave additional ships of the line, and instantly put 
to sea, in hopes of intercepting Barras, of whose sail- 
ing he had just received iutelU^ence, or cutting oflf De 
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OfssBe before s juhction could be formi^ betweeb 
Uiem. If either had ooourred, fatal might have beeh 
^e consequences ^ and especially if Barrais had have 
been met and. vanquished, because his vessels carried 
all the heavy ordnance as well as military stores to be 
employed in the operations against Comwallid. Most 
happily, the British admiral was disappointed of sue- 
eeeding in ^ther of his objects. Banras evaded &is 
British fleet by standini; far out to sea, and t>e Grasse, 
«B the SOth, anehored safely in the Chesapeake bay, 
beii^ a considerable time before the British admind 
reached the latitude of the Virginia capes, 

in consequence of the' arrival of &e French fleets 
La Fayette lequested an interview with Wiayne, on 
which occasion an accident happened to the latter, 
whioh he ten days subsequently thus mentioned in a 
letter to a friend. *«On the 2d instant the French 
iioope landed near this plaee.* After I had pointed 
out the most proper position for an encampment, I 
received sn express ih>m the Marquis La Fayfette^ to 
meet him on business ^f importance that evening, about 
ten miles distant. I proceeded, accordingly^ attended 
hy two gentlemen and a servant* When we arrived 
iir the vicinity of his camp, about 10 o'clock at night, 
we were challenged by a sentry, and we made the 
usual answer, but ^e poor fellow being panic struck, 
mistook us for th» enemy, and shot me in the centre 
of the left thighs the« deU and alarmed the camp. 
Fortunately, the ball only grazed the bone, and lodged 
on ihie side opposite to v'hich it entered." 

This circumstance miist have been a source of great 
mortification to him, inasmuch as the wound confined 
him for many days, and, of course, deprived him of 

* The troops, aoOO of them^ landed at Burwell's Ferry. 
13 
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participating in those personal coagratuUtions and / 
civilities, which no doubt speedily and reeiprocaUjr 
passed between the American and French offiee^ns. 
Independently of this, the wound wa$ not inflicted hy 
an enemy's ball, yet he was neoessilated foi^ a time to 
withdraw from that active and efficient service, which 
both duty and inclination equally and at all times im- 
pelled him to employ in behalf of his much beloved 
couatry. . However^ he appears i from his letters to 
have submitted to his pain aQd mortificatioQ with that 
resig^ation and ch^er^lness for whieh he wa9, on all 
occasions that called for them, so much admired both 
in and out of the army. ** This caitiff disorder is now 
leaving me,*' he writes pn the 12th of ^ept^ ^^and I 
' shall, in a few days, take an active and interesting 
command in despite of the ball, and bopQ to participate 
in the glory of attending the capture of Lord Com* 
waliis and his marauding army.""^ In a postscript to 
this letter, he adds, '* I this day mounted and rode my 
liorse ; an exertion which caused some pain ; yet I 
succeeded beyond my expectation." ,. 
' On the 5th of September, die van of the British fleet 
appeared ofl* Cape Henry. As sQon as Pe Grasae aasf 
certained its character, not knowing at first view but 
it was De Barras' squadron* from Rhode Island, he 
slipped his cables and went out to sea, in order to ofier 
admiral Greaves battle. The British admiral did not 
refuse to accept the challenge, although he had but 
nineteen sail of the line to oppose to twenty-four. 

A partial engagement ensued on the 7th, in whidi 
the French had the advantage — ^night separated .the 
combatants. The action was not renewed, although 
the respective fleets continued in the neighborhood of 

* Letter, to Richard Peters^ Bsq. 
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eacb other during four days. De Grasse re-entered 
the Chesapeake on the 10th, very prudently contenting 
himself with the possession of the bay, without further 
hazarding his fleet at this critical moment, by exposing 
it to batdes and stdrms. During the excursion of De 
Grasse, De Barras safely moored in the Chesapeake 
his squadron from Rhode Island with the transports. 
Admiral Greaves, notwithstanding some of his vessels 
were much disabled, and one abandoned said burnt, 
'neared the qapes ; but, discovering the whole Fr.ench 
fleet in the bay, he sailed for New Yorjk.* 

CornwaUis' garrison amounted to 7,000, and the 
place was strongly fortified. His. main works were at 
IT brktown, which is nearly surrounded by the river 
and a morass ; and on the istjimus he had erected a 
strong redoubt, etc., with ditches, fraises, and abatis. 
He also occupied Gloucester, on the opposite side, 
where he had erected some works to keep up the com- 
munication with the country. , - 

Gen. Washington reached the neighborhood of the 
very interesting scene of operation, against the re- 
nowned although unfortunate Cornwallis, on the 14tfa 
of September, and immediately proceeded on board the 



* Casket, p. 358. — On the 7th of Septemljer, M. de Grasse 
encountered the British fleet, and^ a distant fight took place, 
in which the French seemed to rfely more on their manoeu- 
vring than on their valor. The reason of this tras soon ap- 
parent. In the eourse of the night .that followed the action, 
a squadron of eight line of battle ships safely passed the 
British, and joined De Grasse ; in consequence of which ac- 
cession of strength to his antagonist, Admiral Graves thought 
it prudent to quit that part of the coast, and retire to New 
York. This impediment to their operations haying been re- 
moved, the Americans and French directed the whole of 
their united eiforts to th^ capture of Yorktown.'''^jPfwf# 
"United ^atea. 



1^ LIFE OF ANTHONY WAYNE. 

Ville de Paris, (flag-ship of the French admiral,) when 
the plan of siege was concerted with the Count de 
Grasse. De GrasSe was very desirous to move with 
his fleet to New York, previbusly to his joining in the 
siege, for the purpose of blocking up the British fleet ; 
a measure from Which he was with difficulty dissuaded 
by Washington. Had De Grasse persevered in his 
resolution, the glorious event of Comwallis* capture 
might not now be matter of record ; but, in lieu of it, 
the disastrous and bloody scenes which crushed an em- 
pire just rising into existence. Here we have another 
instance of the interposition of that benign and con- 
trolling Providence which compelled the ambition, 
pride, and folly of man, the seas and winds to be still, 
when acting in opposition to that great cause, which, 
when crowned with success, instantly burst asunder 
the shackles which had loi^ held in bondage both the 
body and mind of the free-born American. 

Subjoined is Gen. Wayne's diary of the siege of 
Torktown and capture of Gornwallis : 

"On the 28th of September, 1781, his excellency 
General Washington put the combined army in motion 
at 5 o'clock in the morning, in two columns, (the Ame- 
ricans on the right and Uie French on the left,) and 
arrived in view of the enemy's lines at York, about 4 
o'clock in the afternoon. 

"29th. — Completed the investiture. The enei^iy 
abandoned their advanced chain of works this evening, 
leaving two redoubts perfect within cannon-shot of 
theit principal fortifications. This was not only un- 
jnilitary, but an indication of confused precipitation. 

"30&. — ^The allied troops possessed the ground aban- 
doned by the British ; the French occupied the two re- 
doubts ; and the Americans broke ground, and began 
two new ones on the right. 
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•* l«t October.-r-The enemy discovered our works 
in the morning ; commencecl' a cannonade, which con^ 
tinued through the day and night with very little ef- 
fect 

*« 2d.— -Two men were killed by the enemy's fire. 

** 3d. — Last nijght a drop-shot from the British killed 
four men belonging to the covering party. 

M 4th.— The redoubts were perfected } enemy's fire 
languid. , 

** 6th.— Two men were killed by ricochet shot. 

^ 6th.— Six regiments, i. e. one from the right of 
each brigade, marched at 6 o'clock, p. x., under the 
command of Major-General Lincohi and Brigadiers 
Clinton and Wa3rne, and opened the first parallei with- 
in 550 yards of the enemy's works and their extreme 
lefU which was continued by the French to the ex- 
treme right. 

" 7th— The parallel nearly complete, without any 
opposition, except a little scattered fire of musketry, 
and a feeble fire of artillery, by which a few of the 
French troops were wounded, and one officer lost his 
leg. 

''8th. — Completed the first parallel; two of the 
Pennsylvanians were killed by ricochet shot. 

** 9th. — At 3 o'clock, p. v., the French opened a 
twelve-gon battery on the extreme right of the enemy ; 
and at 5 o'clock, the same afternoon, a battery of ten 
pieces was opened on their extreme left, by the Ame- 
ricans, with apparent effect. ^ 

'MOth. — At day-break, three more batteries were 
opened, (one of five heavy pieces by the Americans, 
and two containing twenty-two by the French,) oppo- 
site the centre of the British works ; at 5 p. h., another 
American battery of two ten-inch howitzers was also 
opened, which produced so severe a fire that it, in a 
13* 
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great degree, isfiknced that of the enemy ; at 7 o'clock, 
p. M., the Caron, of 44 guns, was set on fire by our 
balls, and totally consumed. 

"Ilth. — The second parallel was opened this night 
by the Pennsylvanians and Maiylanders^ covered oy 
two battalions under General Wayne, on the part of 
the Americans. 

"12th. — Nothing material. 

"13th. — That part of the second parallel which was 
opened, nearly completed. 

"14th. — A little after dark, two detached redoubts 
belonging to the enemy were stormed ; that on the ex- 
treme left by the light infantry, under the Marquis La 
Fayette, in which were taken a major, captain, and one 
subaltern, with seventeen privates, and eight rank and 
file killed. Our army lost, in killed and wounded, 
forty-one. The otter was carried by the French, under 
the Baron de Viominial, who lost, in killed and wound- 
ed, about one hundred men. Of the enemy, eighteen 
were killed, and three officers and thirty-nine privates 
were made prisoners. The above attacks were sup- 
ported by two battalions of the Pennsylvanians, under 
General Wayne ; whilst the second parallel was com- 
pleted by the Pennsylvanians and Marylanders, under 
Colonel W. Stewart. 

"15th. — Two small batteries were opened this even- 
ing. 

"16th.— The enemy made a sortie, and spiked seven 
pieces of artillery., but were immediately repulsed, the 
spikes drawn, and batteries again opened. 

"17th.— ^The enemy beat the chamade at 10 o'clock, 

A. M." 

Comwallis now " sent out a flag, proposing a cessa- 
tion of hostilities for twenty-four hours," .continues 
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Wayne,* ** and that commissioners might be appointed 
to meet at Mr. Moore's house, to settle the terms upon 
which the garrisons of York and Gloucester should 
surrender. General Washington would only grant a 
cessation for two hours ; previously to the expiration 
of which, hjus lordsihip, by another flag, sent the fol- 
lowing terms, viz : The troops to be prisoners of war; 
the British to be sent to Great Britain, and not to aet 
against America, France, or their allies, until exchanged ; 
the Hessians to Germany, on the same conditions ; and 
that all operations cease until the commissioners should 
determine the details. To this his excellency returned 
for answer : That hostilities should cease, and no al« 
lerations in the works, or any new moyement of tho 
troops, take place, lihtil he sent terms in writing; 
which he did on the 1 8th, at nine p'clock, a. m., allow- 
ing the enemy two hours to determine, They again 
requested more time; and the general granted them 
until one o'clock, when they acceded to the heads of 
Ihe imposed tenns, and nominated Colonel Dundas 
and Major Ross, on their part, to meet with Colonel 
Laurens and Viscount de Noailles on ours, to reduoe 
them to form, which was completed by nine o'clock at 
night ; and, on the 19th, at one o'clock, p. m., the c»> 
pitulation was ratified and signed by the commander 
of each army, when the enemy receiyed a guard of 
Pennsylvania and Maryland troops in one of their prin* 
<^ipal works, and one of French troops in another. At 
four o'docky the same afkmoon, the British army 
marched out of Yorktown with colors candy between 
the American and French troops, drawn up for the pur- 
pose, and then grotmded their arms agreeid)ly to capita'^ 
lation*" 



» Letter to Hon* George Cljmer, dated Oct 30^ 1781. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

WAjme reaehes die soadmn amyr— recetre* orders fram 
Gen. Greene-r-he crosses the SaTaniiah into Georgian- 
captures a body of Indians — ^his talk to them — defeats the 
British and Indians on the 21st of May, 17S2 — his camp 
attacked on the night of the 24th — gallant action— Wayne^ 
horse shot under him—- he fights on foot, resolved to be yie* 
tanona or die in the midst of his enemy^-^Evmeoatifm €»f 
Savannah, aad triumphant entry of Wayne— after which 
he repairs to the army of Gen. Greene^— Evacuation of 
Charleston.— Ill health of Wayne— He returns to Philadel- 
phiar^is brevetted a major-general— elected to a seat in 

' the Gfeneral Assembly, etc. 

GsM. GteBNB had been Ion; and anxiansly expeet- 
fadg the arrival of Wa3nie and tiie Peansylvania troips 
lA the sooth ; and about the 1st of January, 1788, dttt 
liero reached the eaiAp of the southern army. ThS» 
anj^fmentation of force, together with the foil of Oom- 
wdlis, enabled Greene to ^tify* his wishes in afford* 
vag military aid to the «tate of Geoi^gia; wherein tiie 
enemy had been long rioting without the fear of oppo- 
sition from either regulars or militia. Citizen had 
risen against cittaen, and more dea^y katred exkted 
between whig and tory thaor against the eommon ene- 
my, and but slender means of protection could be pfo- 
enr^d for either life or propertjr. Such Was tiie dis- 
tves^ed mtoation of Georgia ; and Greene desj^tefaed 
Wayne into that state, with instructions to** try, by 
every means, to soften the malignity and de a d l y re* 
•entiheilts subeistmg between whigs and tones» nnd to 
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put a stop, as much as possible, to the tfniel custom of 
putting people to death after a surrender. I am sen- 
flible there are many difficulties which will attend your 
command," adds Greene ; •• but the high opinion I 
have of your zeal, abilities, resource, an(| enterprise, 
as weU as perseverance, give me the most flattering ex« 
pectations tiiiat ^ou will surmount them all, and do 
bonor to yourself, as well as render most essential ser* 
▼ice to your country."* 

In pursuance of these instructions, Wayne imme- 
diately proceeded t6 the execution of the arduous task 
assigned ^im, with a body of troops very inferior in 
point of numbers to those of the enemy. On the 19th 
of February, he crossed the Savannah river, ahd effect- 
ed a landing in Georgia, with a detachment of the 1st 
and 4th regiments of dragoons.* With this force, aided 
by a small state corps and a fe\^ spirited mOitia, he 
mancBuvred the enemy out of several strong posts, and 
confined to the town of Savannah 1500 regular troops, 
exclusive of tory-militia, refugees, ludians, and armed 
negroes, amounting to nearly a thousand more, who, in 
their retreat, desolated the country, destroyed and broke 
up all the bridges and causeways to the very gates of 
the town — measures, by which the British Gen. Clarke 
thought to have compelled Wayne to abandon Georgia ; 
but hearing of a quantity of forage and provisions on 
the Great Ogechee, fifteen miles from Savannah, and 
being determined to seize them and hold possession of 
Georgia, he advanced to secure them.-— When he ar- 
rived near that river, he received intelligence of a body 
oi Creek Indians, on their march to Savannah. In or- 
der to deceive or decoy them, he instantly detached a 
flrtrong party of horse, under CoL M'Coy, dressed in 

• Bated Head Quarters, Bound 0, Jan. 9tb, 1783. 
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British uniform. The de^ption succeeded, apd the 
Indians were surrounded and disarmed without the 
least resistance, although they had previously prepared 
for action, with every warlike ins^nia upon them. 
During the aboye transaction, his tid^ttes announced 
the approach of a large body of horse, which proved to 
be ninety-three pack horses, loaded with skins, &«^ 
escorted by thirty or forty mounted Indians and toriea, 
who effected theii^ escape by abandoning their horses 
And dashing into a deep swamp : the horses, skins, ^c 
were secured. 

Among the captured Indians were twenty-^ix head 
chiefs or warriors, with their Interpreter. Humanity, 
as well as policy induced Wayne lo spare their lives, 
and send them tp their own country, with a talk calcu- 
lated to keep them nev^als and to remain quiet spec*- 
tators until the war should terminate between us and 
Britain. 

In this talk to the Indians, Wayne briefly stated the 
rise and progress of the present war. He informe'd 
them that he was no Englishman, but a plain, open 
warrior, bom upon the same great continent with them 
•^■that all the Americans asked of the Indians was to 
remain quiet spectators until the war should be termi- 
nated — ^but that if Indians should be deaf to the voic« 
of reason, and wished to shed the blood of a people 
who never injured them ; if they preferred the hatchet 
to the olive branch, Americans possessed undaunted 
hearts, stro^g arms, and keen cutting swords, with 
which they were ready to meet them on their own 
grounds. • 

" It is now upwards of five weeks," .writes Wayne, 
on the 2ith of February,* '* since we entered this state* 

• Letter to Gen. Wm. Irvine, dated Ebenezeri state of 
Georgia.v ' 
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during^ which period not an officer or soldier with me 
has once undressed for the purpose of changing his 
linen ; nor do the enemy lay on beds of down— *-they 
have once or twice attempted to strike our advanced 
parties. The day befon^ yesterday, .they made a for- 
ward move in considerable force, which indueed me to 
advance to meet tiiem; but the lads declined the inter- 
view, by embarking in boats and retreating by water to 
Savannah, the only pOst which they hold in Georgia." 
On the 21 St of May, Wayne received intelligence of 
the enemy being out in force ; a movement which he 
had long desired, and with avidity he availed himself 
of the opportunity to attack them. The Americans 
were at £bene2er, and the intelligence reported the 
enemy^to be seven miles distant, at Harris' bridge, on 
the Ogechee road. Upon inquiry, Wayne found that 
the only route to the enemy's positioit was through a 
swainp of nearly four miles extent, with many deep 
add dangerous morasses to pass ; and then to intersect 
the Ogechee road,^at an intermediate distance from Sa* 
vannah and the bridge. He was properly impressed 
with the difficulty attending a night's march over such 
ground, as well as the delicacy of a manoeuvre that 
placed him between the whole of the enemy's force in 
Geoigia; but when he came to reflect upon the expe- 
rience and gallantry of the officers, and the steady 
bravery of the troops, they were ordered to advance, 
from the conviction that the success of a nocturnal at- 
tack depended more upon prowess than numbers. At 
12 o'clock at night the American van arrived at the 
Ogechee road, four miles S, W. of Savannah, when the 
enemy also appeared advancing in close and good or- 
der. Notwithstanding this unexpected circumstance, 
and the great disparity of numbers, Wayne ordered the 
van guard to chaige, which was obeyed with such vi- 
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tacity ai to terminate in the total defeat and dispemon 
of all the British cavalrj, and a laige hody of infantry 
picked from the 7th regiment, the Hessians, T^uaing's 
and Btown's regulars, wi^ the Choctaw Indians, to* 
ries, ^.y the whole commanded hy Col. Brown. 

After ^is action, Wayne moved from Ebenezer, and 
took post at Sharon, five miles in front of the enemy. 
On the night of the 34th, his rear guard, with which he 
was in person, received an attack from upwards of 50Q 
picked chiefs and wamors of the Creek nation, which 
speedily brought on a general action. ^ The advance 
of a large body of Creek Indians," he writes,* ''head- 
ed by a number of Uieir most celebrated chiefs and 
warriors, and a British officer, was announced at half 
alitor one o'clock this morning, by a most furious attack 
upon Lieutenant-Colonel Posey's light company, which 
had been placed for the protection of two field pieces, 
a short distance in rear of his battalions. . Their onsbt 
was so impetuous and their numbers so superior, that 
this gallant little corps was compelled to fall back a few 
paces, a circumstance which, for a few minutes, put the 
enemy in possession of that artillery. But the corps 
immediately rallied under Captain Gumi, wilh his 
troop of dragoons, when I instantly ordered the two 
companies to advance to the charge, which they did, 
through a most tremendous fire of small arms, accom- 
panied by a hideous yell of the enemy, from almost 
every direction. Colonel Posey and Major Finley, 
with their command, were now ordered to advance, and 
chaige the Indians in flank ; the whole was performed 
with Such irresistible vigor, that the action terminated 
in the total route of tlie savages, who did not discover 
want of prowess on this occasion ; but they met our 

* Letter to GeiuGreenei dated Sharon, 94th June, 1782. 
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charge with that ferocity for which they are eo famous 
at tl^ onset ; and it was espesially so in this instance, 
being Jiot a little elated with ^ir temporary success 
in gaining possession of our cannon. Our enemy re* 
treated into the pipe*maker's swamp, where Ihey dis- 
persed With precipitation. Many Indians and two 
white men fell desol on the field ; amOng die former 
seVeval chiefs, with the famous Gkirijitersigo, our great- 
est e<iemy, and principsd warrior of the Creek nation. 
Their proportion of wounded must be considerable, as 
the bravery of the Indians, fighting hand to hand, gave 
an opening for the free use of the sword and bayonet. 

^ As I had every reason to suspect a combined opera* 
tion by an attack from the British, we formed to re- 
ceive them, and made a. disposition, at the same time, 
to prevent a junction with their savage allies; for 
which purpose Colonel Posey, with part of his bat- 
talion, advanced to a position near the enemy*s lines, 
where we forced their pickets, and produced a convic- 
tion to them that we were at once in possession of the 
field of action, and in a cq^dition to profit from events.* 

** A few minutes after sunrise we formed a junction 
of our whole force, when the British made an advance, 
who, after sustaining some loss, were driven back to 
their works by a d^achment of infantry and cavalry ; 
but, notwithstanding every precaution to prevent it, part 
of the Indians found their way into Savannah, under 
cover of the swamp already mentioned. 



* Col. Lee, in his Memoirs, adverting to the above ren* 
counter, says >— ^' Wayne, participating with his Ught corps 
in the surrounding dangers, was now cusmoanted, his horse 
being killed. But he behaved with his accustomed gallantry. 
Not doubting but General Clarke, with his whole force firom 
Savannah, was upon him, he determined to eat his way to 
victory, or die in the midst of his enemy.** 

U 
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^ Onr trophies are an elegant British standard, 107 
horses, with a number of packs, arms, etc., and more 
horses are houriy secured and brought in." bga post- 
script, he adds, .'^Sneh was the determinedSbravery 
with which .the Indians fought, that, after I had out 
down one of their chiefs, wi& his last breath he drew 
his trigger, and shot my.neUe horse dead under me." 
< The body of Indians that made the above mentioned 
attack, was to have formed a junction with the British, 
under. Colonel Brown, near the Ogechee, about this 
period ; but, in consequence of some mistake in the 
interpreters, Brown had anticipated the 4ime, and expe- 
rienced a total defeat on the night of the 21st of May. 
- Says Mr. Gordon, in his History of tiie American 
Revolution, ** The British administration having re- 
solved upon abandoning all offensive operations in 
America, the scheme of evacuating tfaie w«aker*po8ts in 
the United States, was adopted, and that at Savannah 
was to be the first. When the measure was deiermin* . 
ed upon, the merchants and others, iidiahitants of the 
place, obtained permission to. apply to Wayne for the 
security and preservation of their persons and property. 
He replied to their deputies, that should the British 
garrison eventually effect an evacuation, the persons 
and properties of such inhabitants, or others, who 
choose to remain in Savannah, will be protected by the 
military, and resigned, inviolate into the hands of the 
civil authority, which must ultimately decide. The 
merchants and inhabitants of Savannah having sent out 
a second flag, Wayne, at the desire of the civil autho- 
rity of the state, sent them for answer — ^ That them er- 
chants not owing allegiance to the United States, will 
be permitted to remain a reasonable time, to dispose of 
their goods andsetde their affairs.' Major Habersham, 
who was charged with this message, pledged himself 
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that they might rely with the tttmost confidence on the 
lermft proposed to them." 

On the 11 th of July, 1782, Savannah was evacuated 
by the British, and Wayne took possession of it. 
Shortly after this, the situation of Greene hecame crlti- 
eal in ^outh Carolina, and, in Au^st, Wayne received 
orders tp form an immediate junction with him. He 
did so»,and, with the aid of Ihe Pennsylvania tiroops, 
exec•ut^d most important services in circumscrihing 
and chastising the British foraging parties in the neigh* 
borhood of Charleston. 

About the latter end of November, the light infantry 
of the armyf and the legionary corps, (part of whom 
had so gallantly followed his standard in Georgia^) 
wcare added to Wayne's Qommand^ With this united 
iporee he p^^is^d the Ashley river, and pushed, the ad- 
iraQCied ^rps of the eneiqy into Charleston. He now 
eontinn^d to hold a convenient position, for the purpose 
of att|ic)^iiig their rear, when the hour of the contem- 
plated ^vacuatioa should arrive. 

The British general (Leslie) dreading this, made a 
j^sopositionj that if his army were permitted to embark 
without molestation, every care should be taken for the 
preservation of the town, eto. To tfiis Gen. Greene 
Receded.; and, on the morning of the 14th of Decem- 
ber, 1782, Gen. Wayne had the honor and satisfac- 
tion to take peaceable possession of Charleston, with 
the infantry and legionary corps ; thus closing his last 
active and military scene in the revolutionary war, 
after having performed many exploits no less brilliant 
than important. 

At this ^orious period in the history of his coun- 
try's glory, in establishiog which no one had more 
largely contributed by personal exertions than himself, 
Wayne found lus he^ltji f^eriously affected. In conse- 
14* 
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quenee of great hUgae and exposure, he contracted a 
severe indisposition ; and himself, as well as his friends, 
became appiehenisive of his falling a victim to a feter 
which had so long and obstinately adhered to him. 
He writes to his fnend Dr. Rush,* that on the 2d of 
September, he was seized by a violent fever ; ** nor 
have I," he continues, " from that period to this hour, 
enjoyed one "day's health. My physicians, after try- 
ing the powers of almost the whole materia medica, 
without effect, have directed the substitution of regi- 
men and moderate exercise, in hopes of removing a 
complaint from my breast which postsesses many diag- 
nostics of a pulmonary consumption, although our 
inedical gentlemen say that they are feelings or the 
natural effects of a continued and severe fever, and are 
happy presages of the manner in which those fevers 
generally terminate. Be that as it may, I have this 
consolation, that neither idleness nor dissipation has so 
injuriously affected my constitution ; but ^at it has 
been broken down, and nearly exhausted, by encoun- 
tering almost every excess of fatigue, difficulty, and 
danger, in the defence of the rights tod liberty of 
America, from the frozen lakes of Canada to the burn- 
ing sands of Florida." 

Gen. Wayne continued with the army at the south, 
taking a part in the multiplicity of business that de- 
volved up(m the officers ; such as receiving ihe alle- 
giance of the disafieded portion of the inhabitants in 
South and North Carolina, and Georgia — making trea- 
ties with Creeks, Cherokees, and other Indians ; and 
it was not until the month of July, 1783, that, afler 
having seen the last of the Pennsylvania troops em- 
barked on board the transports, he took passage for 

* Letter dated Charleston, Dec. S4th, 176S. 
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Philadelphia, where he arrived in a state of flattering 
eonvalescency — though late in the autumn he expe-* 
rienced a severe relapse of fever. 

In pursuance of a resolution of Congress, Brigadier- 
General Wayne was brevetted a major-general on the 
10th of October, 1783. In 1784, he was elected by 
his native county to a seat in the General Assembly, 
in which civic capacity iie served during &e sessions 
of 1784 and 1785. By reference to thef journals of 
those years, as well as to his correspondence, he 
appears to have taken deep interest in every mea- 
sure of importance which was a^tated in the Legisla- 
ture. To his exertions, more than to those of any 
other individual, has ))een attributed the early abroga- 
tion of the Pennsylvania test laws ; the continuance of 
which, after the peace of 1783, had become hot only 
impolitic in relation to the public Weal, but both griev- 
ous and tyrannic with' respeict to a large portion of 
the people of that state. 

Although the resolutions which were pi^sented by 
him on the above-mentioned subject, were defeated, in 
the first instance, by an overwhelming majority, he 
nevertheless returned to the charge, and a decisive vic- 
tory was ultimately obtained. 

Wayne, amon^ other interesting subjects during his 
brief continuance in the Assembly, presented a resolu- 
tion relative to inland navigation, which was the first 
movement of Pennsylvania, since the revolutionary 
war, on that interesting concern, and more comprehen- 
sive than any one which had heretofore been submitted 
to legislative consideration. 

The resolution and consequent procee^ngs are thus 
exhibited on the journals. 

November 7th, 1786. — It was moved by Mr. Wayne, 
and seconded by Mr. Watts, as follows : 
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^ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to revise 
the law declaring the river SusqueHannay and other 
streams therein named, public highways, and for im- 
proving die navigation of said river and streams, passed 
the 9th of March, 17^1, and the supplement thereto, 
passed the 31st Mandi, 1785, and to report a bill 
which shall have for its object the more perfect im- 
provement of the navigation of said river and streami^, 
a&d also in concurrence with the states of Marjland 
and Delaware, the improvement of the navigation be^ 
tween the waters of the Chesapeake and Dekware, by 
a canal on principles of reciprocity." And said mcH 
tion was referred to a committee consisting of a nieni* 
ber from eadi county. 

The committer, on the ISth November following, 
made a report, approving ibe plan and reconunendi^ 
die opening of a navigable communication between the 
bays of Chesapea)Le and Delaware ; concluding with 
a resolution authorianng **the Executive Council to 
enter into a negotiation with the states of Maryland 
and Delaware, to effect that object" 

The canal, which Wayne contemplated in his reso* 
lution, is now completed and in successM operation. 
The innumerable advantages which the Union, and of 
course the state of Pennsylvania, must derive from diis 
branch of inland navigation, will recall to memory the 
name of Anthony Wayne, as being one among the num- 
ber of its earliest advocates and promoters. 

Many are the letters which Wayne received, about 
this period, from distinguished chaorsteters, asking per- 
mission to offer his name for the presidential chair of 
Pennsylvania, at the expiration of the then incumbent's 
term of office. The pressure of his domestic concerns 
not only compelled him to dedine this honor, but to 
resign his seat in the Legislature. 
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The state 6f Georgia, in 1762, complimetitedl Gen. 
Wayne with a very valuable landed estate, m conside- 
ration of his public services, as well as with the view 
of inducing him to become a citizen of that state afler 
the war should terminate. 

He also possessed a valuable patrimonial property 
in his native state ; and being under obligations of grati- 
tude to both, he resolved to spend a portion of time in 
each state. 

The estate in Georgia he could not dispose of with- 
out giving offence, and that in Pennsylvania he could 
not, from prejudices of local attachment, reconcile his 
mind tb sell. 

His Waynesborough estate, in the county of Chester, 
which had been inoperative for a length of time, first 
claimed his attention, which, for the space of two years, 
was most assiduously devoted to the placing of that 
property in a state of cultivation. In the meantime 
his arrangements were making for rendering his Geor- 
gia estate productive. The latter object could not he 
effected without a very considerable sum of money— 
a sum which, at that period, could not be" procured in 
this country. Wayne was, therefore, necessitated to 
attempt a loan in Holland. Although every precaution 
was taken to render this negotiation secure and suc- 
cessful, yet, most unhappily, his bills were all returned 
protested — a circumstance which involved him in ex- 
treme difficulties and embarrassments ; and ultimately, 
to save his patrimonial estate, he was compelled, in the 
year 1791, to sacrifice his Georgia present. 

His time was so fully engrossed by his domestic 
concerns, from the dose of the revolutionary war unti) 
the autumn of 1791, and his personal attendance being 
80 much divided between the state of Pennsylvania and 
that of Georgia, the wishes of neither eould be folly 
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gratified in affording him an evidei^ce of its desire to 
place him in the councils of state. Indeed, it was a sub- 
ect far judicial decision in a particular case^ whether 
lis citizenship was in Pennsylvania or Georgia. How- 
ever, in 1787, his fellow-citizens of Pennsylvania 
availed themselves of an opportunity to elect him one 
of the members of the convention which adopted the 
constitution of the United States; and his fellow-citi- 
zens of Georgia, in the year 1792, elected him a mem- 
ber of the United States Congress. This j^lection was 
contested, and, after a lengthy and animated discussion, 
set aside. Immediately a^ter which. President Wash- 
ington nominated Anthony Wayne to the Senate as 
commander-in-chief of the United States army— which 
nomination being confirmed, the high and important 
trust was accepted oh the 13th of April, 1792. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

'Wayne appointed by President Washington commander-in« 
chief of the army of the United States. — ^Aggressions of 
the Indians on the western frontier. — Wajrne repairs to 
Pittsburg in November, 1792, and from thence to the Ohio, 
where he .opened'^negottations with the Indian chiefs^ — 
Failure of the negoliaJtion^r— Marches his army to the Mi- 
ami settlements.---Great battle of the 30th of Aug., 1794«**- 
Defeat of the Indians. — ^Wayn© returns home. — His tri- 
umphant entry into Philadelphia- — ^Renewed aggressions 
upon the part of the Indians. — Wayne returns to the west- 
ern country.^ — ^He is attacked hy the gout on Nov. 17ti>, 
I796y— His death at Presque Isle oa the 16th of December 
following, etc. 

The particular object for which Wayne was ap« 
pointed to the command in chief of the army,- was to 
bring to a close the war with the confederated tribes 
of Indians, which had so long raged on the north-west- 
em frontier. The maenilude of the trust reposed, can 
only be realized by a due consideration of the circum- 
stances existing at the time the appointment was made* 
When peace was concluded with Great Britain, a por« 
tion of their Indian auxiliari^ refused to bury the 
hatchet, but continued their depredations upon tlie set- 
tlements bordering on the Ohio ; and there is reason 
to believe that these avowed enemies, were aided by 
tribes which had entered into treaties with the United 
States — the whole stimulated by white incendiaries 
from Canada. Fronpi 1788 to 1790, it was estimated 
that fifteen hundred men, women and children, had 
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been slain or taken captive b^ the Indians, upon the 
waters of the Ohio ; and that more than two thousi&nd 
horses had been stolen from the inhabitants. Ererv 
effort by negotiations, to restore peace, having ^ftiled, 
Bri|[. Gen. Harmer was ordered to advance into the 
Indian country, with a force deemed competent to 
chastise the savages, destroy their towns, and bring 
diem to a more reasonable dib^position. The defeat of 
that brave and meritorious officer, imd the annihilation 
of his army, in the summer of 1790, carried dismay 
throughout all our western setUemeats, and inspired 
the Indians with additional confidence and courage. 
On the part of the general government, file necessity 
for more ettensive and decisive efforts, to protect th^ 
frontier and wipe away the stain from the American 
arms, became manifest. A new army was raised, and 
placed under the command of Maj. Gren, Artilnr Sl 
Clair, who led his forces to meet and punish a fero- 
cious foe, become haughty and confident from succes- 
ilve victories. Every thiiig W9s hoped from the prow- 
ess, skill, and experience of the accomplished general 
who commanded the federal army. The eyes of the 
natioA were fixed upon him wim the most Uvely so- 
licitude. The honor of the federal government, pub- 
lie confidence !n its wisdom^ (which faction was en- 
deavoring to subvert,) the respect of foreign nations- 
all combined, with the security of the frontier, so long 
the scene of ambush, confiagr^tion, and slaughter, to 
demand victory at his bands. The issue is known. 
On the 4th of November, 1791, Gen. St. Clair and his 
gallant army suffered a total defeat, rout, and massacre, 
near the Miami villages, by the confederate Indians, 
aided by efficient, though unavowed, white auxiliaries, 
from Cimada. Upwards of sixty commissioned offi- 
cers were killed or wounded, and nesnr one thousand 
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privates slaiiiy besides the Wounded who died* or weve 
disabled. 

The whole country waai thrown into eonstematioi^ 
and mourning by the news of the d^kzX of St Clair^ 
A succession of disasters to the Ainerican anus* ren- 
dered the Indian war, to the last degree, unpopular; 
and no little of the odium attached to the administra- 
tion under whose auspices it had been conducted. Not 
only were the people at large rendered averse to the 
war from its continued ill success, but those who wer^ 
disposed to a military life looked with insuperable 
aversion upon a service» to e^ter which had ^o far 
proved neither a path to usefidness nor honor, but a 
imre avenue 1p the grave. To fall by the rifle, the 
tomahawk, or scalping-knife, experience had so far 
flhowQ t^ be the almost certajin consequences to those 
'Vfhp should enter into the army.; and which neither 
bravery nor skill had thus far been able to avert. Be- 
sides the sacrifice of life, the immense sum of money 
expended in the two expeditions under Harmer and St* 
Clair, in the embarrassed state of the national treasuryt. 
was regarded as an evil of oppressive magnitude. Par- 
ties had already developed themselves in Congress and 
the nation, and the conduct of the Indian war furnished 
abundant ground, for the ill-disposed, on which to rais^ 
charges against, and excite distrust of, the wisdom of. 
fbe administration. 

Thus situated, to sustain the honor of the govern* 
mtent, to vindicate the superiority of the American 
tivma, }0 arrest the clamor of party, to give protectiofi 
to the, frontier settlements, and, if possible, to restore a 
safe and lasting peace with the Indian nation, new, 
measures were to be adopted. The highest exercin^ 
q{ the wisdom of Washington, in the selection of a^ 
comii^nder-inrchief for the armyt wi^i demanded ; for, 
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on Aifl selection, more thm on any othelr ever made 
since the commencement of the revolutionary war, 
every tiling dear to the country depended. The fame 
of the president was itself concerned ; for another de- 
feat would scarcely have failed to involve his character 
deeply in its humiliating consequences. Bravery, and 
a general knowledge of the science of war, were by no 
means the chief requisites demanded in the character 
that should be called to command the army. The 
ioundest judgment — ^the most consummate prudence ; 
a capacity to comprehend all the great and various in- 
terests concerned — ^the cautious coolness, land guarded 
circumspection, necessary to counteract die wiles of a 
subde enemy— a perfect knowledge of human nature 
and that control and influence over men,t indispensable 
to restofre and confirm confidence both in th^ public and 
in liie army, which is the attribute of genius, and only 
given to superior minds ; withal, a strict disciplinarian, 
mingling firmness with conciliation, that should at once 
command respect and love — ^these, with a soul animat- 
ed by patriotism and a love of glory, impelling to no- 
ble deeds, were the requisites, if they could be found 
in one man, which the occasion imperiously demanded. 
Among the peculiar traits that distinguished Washing- 
^n, was his knowledge of character. Having acted 
with Wa3me in the most trying scenes of the revolu- 
tionary war, the best opportunity existed for a thorough 
knowledge of his fitness for the important command. 

On the 25th of May, 1T92, Wayne having been fur- 
nished by the secretary at war with the instructions of 
the president, in which it was emphatically expressed^ 
** that another defeat would be inexpressibly ruinons 
to the reputation of the government,'* immediately took 
leave of his family and friends, and repaired to Pitts- 
burg; the place appointed for tiie rendezvous of the 
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troops, where he arriTed early in June. By a new or* 
gaBization, the army was to consist of one major-gene- 
ral, four brigadier-generals and their respective staffs, 
the commissioned ofEcers, and 5120 non-commissioned 
officers and privates, the whole to lie denominated 
*• The Legion of the UnitEp States." The legion 
to be divided into four sub-legions, each to consist of, 
commissioned officers name^ and 12SQ non-commis- 
sioned officers and privates. The previous army hav- 
ing been neaiiy annihilated, a ne\^ one was to be re- 
cruited. Most of the experienced officers having been 
fliain in Ihe defeats of Harmer and St. Claiir, or resign- 
ed their commissions, the labors of the commanding 
general were augmented to an extent which nothing but 
the most unwesoied patience and ardent zeal could 
have performed. Afany of the officers, as well as most 
of the soldiers, had yet to leam the rudiments of their 
pfofession. The organization of the troops, military 
tactics, (discipline, ^. &;c., devolved so far upon the 

Sneral, as to leave him scarcely time, without infinite 
)or, to keep up the correspondence incident to his 
station. His efforts were indefatigable ; and it is im- 
possible, at the present day, p form an adequate idea 
of the difficulties he had to eifoounter — the labors to 
perfornwnand the obstacles he was called to surmount. 
80 panic-struck was tiie whole country at the repeated 
and bloody snccesses of the enemy, that s^n engagement 
widi them was looked to as certain defeat; . A perfect 
horror seamed to seize the recruits when marched from 
the rendezvous where they had enlisted, and their faces 
turned to join the army. In a letter to the secretary at 
war, dated Pittsburg, 20th July, 1792, Gen. Wayne 
says :— -'^ The detachment, under Major Ashton arrived 
at this place on Monday Lieutenant; Miss Campbell's, 
with Stakes* dragoons and Captain Faulkner's rifleineil». 
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on Tuesday. I am, however, sorry to inform you of. 
the alarming; desertion that prevailed in Ashton's de- 
tachment and Stakes' dragoons. Not less than fifty of 
the former, and seven of the lattef, deserted on their 
.march between Carlisle and Pittsbuif." Most of the 
detachments of recruits urufTered in the same manner ; 
and all the wisdom of the general, by combining the 
strictest discipline with every milder meaiis to inspire 
confidence and command obedience, was called into 
requisition. Another fact will show the degree of ter« 
ror that the name of Indians had inspired, *and the ex* 
traordinary difficulties the general had to surmount to 
introduce obedience, self-confidence, and courage. A 
letter to the secretary of war, dated Pittsburg, 10th An* 
gust, 1702, says: — ^* Desertions have been frequent 
and alarming — ^two nights since, upon a report that a 
large body of Indians were close in our front, I ordered 
the troops to form for action, and rode along the tine to 
inspire them with confidence, and gave a charge to • 
those in the redoubts, which I had recently thrown up 
in our front and right flank, to maintain their posts, at 
any expense of blood, until I could gain the enemy's 
rear with the dragoons ; but such was the defect of 
the human heart, that f^om excess of cowardice, one- 
third of the sentries deserted from their stations, so as 
to leave the most accessible places unguarded. 

By the salutary measures adopted to introduce order 
and discipline, the army soon began, however, to as* 
sume its proper character. The troops were daily ex- 
ercised in all the evolutions necessary to render them 
efficient soldiers, and more espeeially in those manoeu- 
vres proper in a campaign against savages. Firing at 
a mark was constantly practised, and rewards given to 
the best marksmen. . To inspire emulation, the rifle- 
men and infantry strove to excel, and the men soon ad* 
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tained to an accuracy that gave them confidence in 
their own prowess. On the artillery, the general im- 
pressed the importance of that arm of the service. The 
dragoons he taught to rely on the broad sword, as all 
important to victory. The riflemen were made to see 
how much success, must depend on their coolness, 
qniekness, and accuracy ; while the infantry were led 
lo piace entire confidence in the bayonet, as the certain 
and irresistible weapon before which the savages xsould 
not standi The men were instructed to charge in open 
order ; each to rely on himself, and to prepare for a 
personal contest with an enemy. The confidence in- 
spired, and the rapid improvement in discipline, is fre* 
quently mentioned with pleasure, in the letters of the 
commanding general, written during the autumn ; but 
the season was too far advanced ^ibre a reasonable 
forpe could be eoMeofed to warrant active operations. 

Qen. Wa3me had not permitted the summer to pass 
without adopting proper measures to ascertain the 
strength and disposition of the hostile Indians. EfiTorts 
were made to impress on their minds the e^amest de* 
sire of the American govermnent to make peace on 
tenns that should be mutually just and honorable, and 
yet to leave no doubt that, if war was preferred by them, 
they would have to contend with a different force from 
that which they had previously ^icountered. Among 
the measures adopted by the government to obtain peace 
by pacific means, was that of sending Col. Harding 
and Maj. Tnieman, brave officers and valuable men, 
with flags of truce to the Indians ; but they were both 
wantonly murdered. 

In the meantime, the Indians continued their depre- 
dations upon, the frontier, except in the immediate 
neighborhood of posts occupied by detachments of 
troops ; many valuably lives were lost. The Indians* 
16* 
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Taunting in their superiority, sent repeated messages 
of their desire to see the legion advance to their coun- 
try ; and claiming victory as if*it were bound, by un- 
alterable fate, to Uieir standard. 

A suitable position having been selected by Wayne 
to pass the winter, the army left Pittsburg on the 5^9lh 
of November, and took up a position on the Ohio* 
twenty-two miles below that place, and seven above the 
mouth of the Big Beaver, to which he gave the name 
of Legionville. Here the troops were hutted, the gene- 
ral remaining in his marquee, and the officers in tents* 
until the soldiers were comfortably accommodated. 
The camp was fortified, and every possible preparation 
for defence adopted ; for at that period the post select- 
ed was not considered beyond striking distance of a 
formidable force of the enemy. 

Anxious to conciliate the Six Nations of Indians, 
who, though professing to be friendly, were uneasy and 
restless, Wttyne sent an invitation to Complanter and 
New Arrow, two distinguished chiefs of their tribes, to 
visit him at Legionville, at which place ihey arrived, 
accompanied by Big Tree and old Guasutha, in March, 
1793. Frienmy disposed as they were, a toast given 
by Complanter, at the general's table, will show their 
sentiments of the terms on which they thought peace 
ought to be made between the American government 
and the Indians. ** My mind and heart are upon that 
river," said Complanter, pointing to the Ohio ; " may 
that water ever continue to mn and remain die boun- 
dary of lasting peace between the Americans and In- 
dians on its opposite shores.'' If such was the boun- 
dary line fixed upon by friendly Indians, it may safely 
be inferred that the demand of die hostile and victorious 
tribes were not less unreasonable. In troth, no doubt 
sustained by British policy, the Ohio was the division 
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boaodaxy ia«isted upon. The Uoited States mvel re- 
linquish all claim north and west of that river, dthoqgh 
repealed treaties, tod (^t purchase, had egn£rmed to 
them considerable portions of Indian titles, which hid 

. been pledged by the government to olicers and soldieES 
of the revolution, or contiBue the war. This point is. 
proper to be distinctly known, as it shows that the ad- 
vance of Wayne into the IndiaQ country, was not. a 
measure of aggression, hut of indispensaUe necessity 
to sustain unquestionable rigbl09 as well as to cuib Uie 
fe]»icity of the savages. 

In a letter to the secretary of war, dated '^Legion- 
ville, aoth Marchr 1793,'' the general says :~'< Tlie 
progress that the troops have made, both in manmu- 
vring and as marksmen, astonished the savages on St* 
Patrick's day ; <and I am happy to inform you that the 

. «oas of that Saint were perfectly sober aq^ orderly, be- 
ing out of the reach of whisky, which bankfui. poisow 
is prohilHted from entering this camp, except the com- 
ponent part of the ration, <CNr a little for fatigue duty, or 
on some extraordinary occa«ion4" The information 
contained in this^ extract is regarded as rellecting great 

. credit on Wayne, The h%hly improved diso^>line of 
the legi<Hi. now gave their general full confidence in 
them. Speakmg of a meeting proposed by the govern? 

. ment to bf held to form a treaty with the Indians, in 
whose determination for war he was yet fully satisfied, 
the general playfully expresses a wish to be present, 
*' with 2500 of his commissioners in company, wiA 

, not a single Quaker among them," (m^ani^ not one 
having conscientious scruples 'of bearing arms,) ib 
.which case he feels confident an honorable peaee 
would be the result. Soliciting the secretary *' to for- 
ward certaJuv legionary distinctive decorations; also, a 
I^gio^i;iary standard, and sub-legionary and battalion co- 
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loiri»**-*lie says emphatically, •'THftr shau. koi* n 

MOT." 

The winter waa not produetlTe of any striking events. 
Biariy in Aprfl, Wayne annonnced his readiness to 
deseend the river, having a respectable body of well 
disciplined troopsy in whom he expressed perfect con- 
fidence. The ruinons disasters of previous c&mpaigios 
afford abundant reason for ^ tardiness of ei^stments* 
Though Washington was at the head of tibe govwn- 
ment, and Wayne at the : head of the army, the over* 
whelming defeats of Harmer and St* Olahr, still threw 
a damp upon the ardor of those who, under more pro- 
]Mlions circumstances, would have cheerfhlly rallied 
wider the standard of the hero of Stony Point. B<Msi 
being in readiness, Wayne, with the Federal army, de- 
parted from Legibnville on the 30th of April, 1793. 

While descending to the place of their destinatioii, 
ire may take occasion to make a remark upon the 
•pirit of Uie army. Among the soldiers, discipline^and 
their: uncommon accuracy in firing at a mark, Had in- 
«pired confidence in themselves, as it was unbounded 
in dieir commander ; but among a portion cK the offi- 
cers the seeds of disoiganization were dee^ sown. 
By the French revolution, the opinions of men throngh- 
0Ut the civilized world, had become extaremely unset- 
lied. The principles of liberty and equality, so cor- 
. rect in the abstract, seem totally incompatible wiUi Ae 
vubordination and obedienoe requisite to the discipline 
' of an army. Throughout the United States, the minds 
of men were excited to such a degree, that reason was 
loosened from her empire ; and it required all the wis- 
dom, character, and firmness of Washington, to eave 
the country from being involved in a foreign war» and 
to preserve ihe government from being overthrown by 
iKtion at home. Gen. Wayne fii^uently complaiaed 
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«f the badefal leaven being inlneed into ikt anny, and 
the diffieuldes consequendy experienced by him. Ger* 
tain ofiieers, tinctured with the prevailing mania, were 
Utde disposed to yield that entire obedience which was 
deemed eseential to the safety of the army. Several 
teikdered their commissions ; tte mind of the generai 
was made up not to meet the enemy with officers on 
whom he could not repose confidenoe ;. and the eom- 
miftsions were, somewhat unexpectedly, promptly ac- 
cepted. The ntmosi firmness and prudence were-ne* 
eeteary to save the legion from being diflturbed by these 
feuds which entered into e^ety other circle ; but the 
wisdom diiftplayed, produced the desired resnlts % the 
aimy, in all its grades, yielded to that strict discipline 
which was indispensable to victory. 

The immediate destination of the troops was Fori 
Washington, then near the village, now the city, of Cin* 
einnati* Nearly due north frewi that point, distant 
eighty miles, is situated Fort Jeffersonf whi^ is twenty* . 
nine miles from the battle ground where St. Clair was 
defeated. Jn six days the army arrived at Fort Wash- 
ingfeon» but Wayne preferred a position a mile bdow, 
for reasons stated in a letter to the secretary of war, 
dated Hobeon's Choice, (the name given to his new 
eaipp,) 9th May, 1793. ** We are now encamped a 
mile below Fort Washington, on the margin of the river, 
with a wide swamp in our front, and the Ohio in oar 
rear ; there is no good ground for manceuvres or en» 
eampment in the neighborhood of Fort Washington ; 
add to this, that the village of Cincinnati is direcdy 
upon our right flank, filled with ardent poison, andcai'* 
tifif wretches to dispose of it" Impatient to be en* 
gaged in useful service, the general proceeds :•— "I now 
anxiously await the arrival of Major Hughes, with the 
old garrisons of forts Franklin and Cassawauga; by 
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tibe aid of those, I hope to reeeiye permission to take 
such position'or positions a9 will enable me to make 
the necessary arrangements for effectual operations, 
which, with all our industry, will be a work of tune, 
fatigue, and difficulty." Of his soldiers, he says :-^ 
** It is an old observation, and k is arery just one, thai 
it requires three years for a aoldier to ieam to live upon 
his ration, and to take proper care of his aims and 
clothing. I am lwppy» however, to have it in nf 
power to ^declare, that bo4h officers and soldiers have 
acquired a greater degree of military knowledge in the 
course of a few months, than I ever saw acquired in 
twice that time by any soldiers during the late war. 
How they will behave in action, is yet to be determin* 
ed — a very great proportion of them ave certainly good 
marksmen, and they perform the diiferent evolutions 
with a velocity and precision seldom es^eUed.^ But 
ihe solicitude of the general and troops for orders to 
advance, was not gratified. The American govern- 
ment was extremely desirous of peace, and Gen. Knox, 
secretary of war, in a letter to Gen. Wayne, datied 
January 5, 1793, says : — ** The sentiments of the citi- 
zens of the United States, are adverse, in the extremtf 
to an Indian war." Intimation having been given by 
the Indians of a disposition to treat, a commission, in 
the highest degree respectable, was appointed to meet 
them, consisting of Gen. Lincoln, Col. Pickering, and 
Beverly Randolph, Esq., of Virginia, While the ne- 
gotiations were pending, the secretary of war, in a let- 
ter to Wayne, thus expresses himself: — ^^'It will here- 
after be still more and more necessary, even than the 
past summer, that no Ojffmnve operations be under- 
taken against the Indians." Col. Hull, of Massachu- 
setts, was despatched eariy in the season to Niagara, 
to purdiase provisions, and to make the necessary ar- 
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rangemente for holding the treaty* The commusioli- 
ers, agreeably to their instructions, repaired to the place 
appointed to meet the Indians. On the 20th of April, 
1793, the secretary of war writes to Gen. Wayne : — 
** The president has directed me to coramnnicate to you 
the following general ideas : 

'* That aQ possible caution and tigilance, agreeably 
to my letter of the 13th, be observed, to prevent the 
irruption of any parties of whites towards the Indian 
country during ^e continuance of the treaty, and until 
further permission from you. 

<*That the commissioners are instructed to use 
every exertion to bring the treaty to a close, on or be- 
fore the first of August next, so that, in case of an un- 
successful issue, you may have time to carry on your 
operations. 

'* That in case of a successful treaty, the commission- 
ers will inform you directly thereof — but that in case 
of an unsuccessful issue, they are directed to send you 
a letter, with many copies thereof, signed by them- 
eelves, of the following form : 
. " We were at Sandusky — — days. Although we 
did not effect a peace, yet we hope that good may 
hereafter arise from the mission.'' 

Autograph signatures of the respective commission- 
ers were also sent, to prevent imposition. 

Thus restrained from active operations, Wayne de- 
voted himself to perfecting the preparations necessary, 
if the negotiations should not, as he was fuUy persua- 
ded they would not, eventuate in peace. The troops 
w^e manoeuvred and disciplined. Arrangements were 
adopted for bringing into service an auxiliary aid of 
mounted volunteers from Kentucky. Vigorous exer- 
tions were made, to insure a full supply of provisions, 
especially at the head of the line ; for tlie command- 
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ing general was fully impressed with the importance 
of placing the army n6t only beyond the reach, but be- 
yond the apprehension of want. It is scarcely pos* 
sible to conceive the diflScnlties encountered in effect- 
ing this indispensable object. So inadequate were the 
contractors' supplies to accomplish the wishes of tfie 
commander-in-chief, th^t additional and effectual'means 
were promptiy adopted to effect the purpose. In truth, 
from the moment of his taking the commaaid, from ^e 
want of experienced officers in several departments, it 
became necessary for him to attend Uf them much in 
detail. By the organization of the legion he was en- 
titled to the «d of four bngadier-generals'; whereas he 
had but one during the greater period of his campaigns, 
and at no time more than two, one of whom was his 
gallant and distinguished friend Gen. Thomas Posey. 
His vigilant eye, however, let nothing pass without the 
closest inspection ; and liis untiring industry and de- 
votion were repaid by the order and perfection intro- 
duced into every department of the army. Ah exten- 
sive correspondence devolved upon the general, which 
was kept up with scrupulous regularity ; and the le^ 
ters written in the hurry of business and in the bustle 
of a camp, when exposed to the most critical inspec- 
tion, display extraordinary clearness of mind and fe- 
licity of expnession, strength and soundness of judg> 
ment, and admirable knowledge of the duties of his 
profession, of human i^ature, of ^e people of the fron- 
tiers whom he was to defend, tnd of the fbes he was 
commissioned to subdue. In the extraordinary situa- 
tion of the world, the conduct of France, Great Bri- 
tain, and Spain, frequently influencing events in which 
the army were concerned, called for hif animadvef^ 
sions, and they will uniformly be found to be (hose of 
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a fitttesman of enkrged, liberal/ smd correct views, 
breathing throughout the purest patriotism. 

As had been foreseen by Wayne, the negotiations 
failed of their object ; the Indians haughtily and pe- 
remptorily insisting upon the Ohio to be established sis 
the boundary, on whieh terms alone they would con- 
descend to grant p^aoe to the United States. But one 
course was left. In a letter from Gen. Knox, secre- 
tary of war, dated Sept 3, 1793, he «ays >-" The In- 
dians hare refused to treat. The enclosed has just 
been received from the commissioners.". The secretary 
proceeds to say : " You are no^ to judge whether your 
force will be adequate to make these audacious savages 
feel pur superioi^ty in arms. Every offer has been 
ma^ to obtain peace by milder terms than the sword ; 
the efforts have failed, under circumstances which leave 
nothing for us to expect but war. Let it Cherefore be 
again, and for the last time, impressed deeply on your 
mind, Aat as little as possible is to be hazarded ; that 
your force be fully adequate to the object you purpose 
to effect; and that a defeat at the present time, and 
under present drcum'stances, would be pemidoua in 
the highest degree to Ihe interests of our oountry. 

** Your arrangements laving been prepared for this 
event, if no unforeseen circumstances should occur to 
prevent your proceeding, nothing further remains but 
to eommit you, and the troops employed under you, to 
the protection of the Supreme Being — ^hoping you and 
they wiU h^ve all possible success in the measures 
you may be about to take, to prevent the murder of 
helpless women and children." 

Gen. Wayne had previously been informed of the rup- 
ture of the negotiations, and had taken the most prompt 
measures to advance into the Indian country. Con- 
formably to full authority reposed in him, he called for 
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one thousand mounted men from Kentucky ; and in a 
letter dated Head Quarters, Hobson's Choice, near Fort 
Washington, 6th October, 1793, to the secretary of war, 
he says :— •*! will advance to-morrow, with the force 
I have, in order to take up a position about six miles 
in front of Fort Jefferson, so as to keep the enemy in 
check, by exciting a jealousy and apprehension for the 
safety of theur women and children, until somfe &yor- 
able circumstance or opportunity may presant, to strike 
with effect.. 

*< I pray yon not to permit present appearances to 
cause too much anxiety eithet in the mind of the Pre- 
sident or yourself, on account of this army. Knowing 
the critical situntion^of our infant nation, and feeling 
for the honor and reputation of government, (which I 
will support with my latest breath,) you may rest as- 
sured that 1 wifl not commit the legion unnecessarily ; 
and unless more powerfully supported than I have 
reason to expect, I will content myself by taking a 
strong position in advance of Fort Jefferson, and^ by 
exerting every power, endeavor to protect' the frontier, 
and to secure the posts and army during the winter, or 
until I am favored with your further orders.*' 

In the autumn, while at Hobson*s Ohoiee, the troops 
had not only been visited by feVers usual to the season, 
but the influenza passed through the camp, affec^g 
almost every man, (some severely,) although there 
were from that disease but few deaths. The small-pox 
also made its appearance, and tended, in *lome d^ee, 
to diminish his strength. Although the legion, when 
complete, should have contained 5,120 men, the actual 
effective force that marched into the wilderness, did 
not exceed half that number. 

On the 7th October, the army marched from Hob- 
son's Choice, and, on the 13th> took up a position six 
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mileB in advance of Fort Jefferson, and eighty from Fort 
Washington, on the south-west branch of the Miamic 
A council of officers being called, it was resolved to 
fortify the post in the most perfect manner, rendering 
it impregnable to savage force. Wayne gave it the 
name of Oreeneville, as a mark of respect to his revo- 
lutionary friend and companion in arms, the deceased 
Maj. Gen. Greene.* In a letter to the secretary of 
war, dated from this camp, 23d October, 1703, the 
general gives an account of an attack on the 17th, upon 
one of his convoys of provisions, under Lieutenant 
Lowrey and Ensign Boyd, consisting of ninety men. 
** These two gallant young gendemen* who promised, 
at a future day, to be ornaments to their profession, to- 
gether with Uiirteen men, non-commissioned officers 
and privates, bravely fell, after an obstinate resistance 
against i^peaor numbers, being abandoned * by the 
greater part of the escort upon the first discharge." 
Such were the terrors the Indians had inspired. In the 
meantime Gen. Scott, with a party of mounted men, 
arrived ; but the season was too far advanced, and the 
force assembled too inadequate to enter upon decisive 
active operations ; from which prudence effectually dis- 
suaded, and they were permitted to return home. 

In a letter of Wayne, dated December 4th, he re- 
marks :— *' It is now turned of three months since I have 
been honored with a single line, or any commands from 
you ;'V which circnmstance, probably, as clearly as any 
other, will show how far into the wilderness, and be- 
yond the line of ordinary communication, the army 
was then advanced. On the 23d December, Wayne 
despatched Maj. Burbeck, with eight companies of foot 
and a detachmeht of artillery, with orders to possess 

* Gen. Greene died June 19th, 1786. 
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the field of action of the 4th November> 1791, aad 
there to fortify. To this post was given the name of 
Fort Recovery. 

For the purpose of encouraging the troops who were 
ordered on this service, as well as for that of superin* 
tending the contemplated works, Wayne personally ad- 
vanced to the same point, with a small reinforcement 
of mounted infantry, accompanied by the officers men- 
tioned in the following extract from general orders^ 
which gives a brief account of the proceedings on the 
above mentioned interesting subject : 

'' The commander-in-chief returns his most grateful 
thanks to Major Henry Burbeck, and to every officer^ 
non-commissioned officer, and private, belonging to the 
detachment under his command, for their soldierly aad 
exemplary good conduct during their late ardiious tour 
of duty^ and the. cheerfulness with which they sur- 
mounted every *dyQculty at. this inclement season, 
in repossessing Gei^ial St. Claires field of battle, and 
erecting thereon F6^t Recovery — a work impregnable 
by savage force ; as 'also, for^ piously and carefully col- 
lecting and interring the bqiies, and paying the last re- 
spect and military honors to the remains of the heroes 
who fell on the 4th of November, 1791, by three 
times three discharges, from the game artUhrg that was 
lost on that fatal day, but now recovered by this de-^ 
tachment of the legion. 

^* The commander-in-chief also requests Major Mills, 
Captains De Butts and Butler, Lieutenant Harrison* 
and Dr. Scott, to accept <}f his best thanks for their 
voluntary aid and services apon this occasion.^' 

More anxious to prodi;ice delay, and perhaps, by 
their flags, to reconnoiter his position With safety, than 
sincerely desirous of peace, the Indians, imm^liately 
afted^the erection of Fort Recovery, sent a pacific meo- 
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8^ne t6 Wayne, and proposed that negotiktioii\ for a 
treaty should be opened, for the adjustment of all dif- 
ficulties that existed. Being fully empowered by his 
government upon the subject, and knowing the earnest 
desire of the administration and peofde, that the con- 
test should be brought to a close, Wayne, although he 
had no faith in their honesty of purpose, but regarded 
the proposal as a stratagem to further their hostile de- 
signs, did not feel himsdf wwra^ted to decline the 
ovenare. Determined, however, not to be the victim 
of their wiles, he met their advance with declarations 
of satisfaction ; professed his entire readiness to make 
peaee on terms ^at should be mutually just ; and only 
required, on their part, the release of the captives in 
their possession, as a proof of their smcerity. The 
flag departed. Being allowed thirty day? to return with 
the final answer of their chiefs. At this period. Big 
Tree, a Seneca warrior of eminence^ who was with 
the army, having attached himself to the Americ$p 
cause, committed suicide at Fort Greenevtlle. *'I have 
lost," said he, ''a very dear firiend-^the friend of my 
heartr— General Richard Buder." He had %wom to 
sacrifice three enemies to the manes of his departed 
friend. Exasperated at the thought of peace^^e put an 
end to his existence. 

Upon the approach ' of spring, affairs assumed an 
aspect in the lughest degree interesting, and calle^ for 
the full exercise of the vimlance and wisdom of the 
commander of the army. Officially notified of a com- 
bination.of persons on the Ohio, with a design to in- 
vade the territories of Spain, to his discretion was com- 
mitted the authority to arrest iKe persons concerned, 
and to prevent its accomplishment. Prompt measures ^ 
were taken to garrison Fort Massad, thirty^ight tjAil 
ab^ve the mouth of the Ohio. Having learned uUt 
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Qay^MO, the Spanish goveraor of Louisiaiia, had 
croesed the Mississippi, invaded the United States' 
territory, and fcNrtified a. position at the Chiekasaw 
Bluffs, Wayne forthwith despatched a messenger, with 
a letter, demanding to know hy what authority the 
governor had taken a step so hostile and extraordinary. 
The conduct and letter of Wayne received from the 
government expressions of entire approbation. Tlie 
spoliations upon American commeroe, and the fene- 
rally hostile spint of the measures of Great Britain, 
gave strong reasons to fear a war with that nation. The 
speech of Lord Dorchester to the Indians, ^e refusal 
tp deliver up the posts, and oth^ unequivocal indica- 
tions, left no room to doubt but the Indiuis were stimu- 
lated to hostilities by Uie British audiorities in Canada ; 
and a British garrison having been adviD(ied,^nd fortifi- 
ed itself within the territory of the United States, at the 
rapids of the Miami, rendered it probable that the 
savages would be sustained, in case of a batde, by 
veteran battali<ms of their white allies. 

Thus surrounded with difficulties and dangers, plaeed 
in circumstances delicate as they were new and embar- 
raasing, Wayne rose in proportion to the pressore, and 
show^ that his abilities were equal to the emergency. 
To sustain and cheer him at this trying moment, a 
communication from the secretary of war, under date 
of the dlst March, brought him the explicit approba- 
tion of the President Speaking of his ^taking post 
at the battle field of the 4th of November, 1791," and 
" the manner in which he treated the overtures of the 
hostile Indian8,"-^-of the first, it was declshed to- be 
*'higUy satufactory "--*ihe last, '* exceeding proper ;" 
ami the secretary proceeds to say :*»'* It is with gfeat 
~ lasure, sir,- that 1 transmit to you the approbation f!/[ 
President of jtfae United Stales, of your oonduet 
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gmtrtdfyt isince you hav^ had the oomvnnd, and. more 
particularly for the judicious and taiilitary formation and 
discipline of the t^roofni ; the precautions you appear to 
have taken in your advance, in your fbrtified camp, 
and in your arrangement to have foil and abundant sup- 
plies of provisions on hand, GoDtnrae, sir, to proceed 
in this manner, and your success wfll be certain." 

In a subsequent letter, Wayne is authorized, shoidd 
he deem it proper^ to take tiie Britisfa fort on tiie rapids 
of the Miami. '* If, therefore," said Secretary Knox, 
*^ in the course of your operations i^ainst the Indian 
enemy, it should become nec^sary to dislodge the 
party at the rajMds of the Miami, you are hereby au- 
thorized, in the name of the President of the United 
States, to do it" To the discretion of Wayne was, 
therefore, confided, not only the sole conduct of the In- 
dian war, but the authority to take a step which must 
certainly have involved the nation in war with Great 
Britain. How far tiiese Yo^ discretionary powers 
were wisely r^pKMcd, let the issue determine. 

In consequence of autiioritjr vested in him, tiie In- 

• dians having failed to enter into negotiations for peace, 

and the time for active operations having come, Wayne 

had called upon the governor of Ken^ky for 3000 

mounted volunteers. 

On the morning of the dOth of June, an escort, con- 
sisting of ninety riflemen and fifty dragoons, command- 
ed by Maj. M'Mahon, was attacked by a numerous 
body of Indians, under the walls of Fort Recovery, fol* 
lowed by a general assault upon that fort The ene- 
my, driven back by a deadly fire, renewed the attack 
with great spirit, but were ^ally repulsed, with heavy 
loss. During the night, the savages were employed in 
carrying off their dead and wom^ed, hot several were 
found tiie next moruing, ckMe under the guns of the 
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fort Circamstanoet existed, amoanting nearly to posi* 
live proof, to show that the Indianis were aided by a 
considerable anzfliary British force. The loss of the 
enemy coukl not be asoertakied \ bat as their number 
was upwards of 1500, and for some tinUe exposed to 
the cannon of die fort, as well as rifles and musketry, 
it most hare beto eonsiderdble* The American loss 
was twenty*fiire killed and forty wounded. Among 
those grilantofficen who fell, ** were Major M^Mahon, 
Captam Hartshonn, and lieatenant'draig, of the rifle 
corps, and Comet Tomey, of the cavalry ; among the 
wounded, the intrepid Captain Taylor, of the dragoons 
and Liewtena&t Drake, of the infantry.*' Wayne ex- 
pressed himself in high terms of praise of the bravery 
and good conduct displayed by both officers and men ; 
•acknowledging particular obligation to Captain Alex- 
der CHbson^ who commanded the fort. Thus, on the 
very ground which was the scene of dieir proudest 
victory, idle Indians were taught, under the auspices of 
a new commaiidfr, to know the superiority of the 
American arms.' 

It was past the midtfle of July before the mounted 
volunteers from Kentucky, trnder Maj. Gen. Scott, ar- 
rived at Qreeneville. Ev^ery pi^paration which pru- 
dence could devise and skill execute, having now been 
completed, and the anxiously looked for aid having Join- 
ed the army, Wayne moved with his main force, and on 
the 8th of August took up a position about seventy 
miles in advance of Greeneville, at Grand Glai2e, in the 
very heart of the Indian settlements. So unexpected 
and rapid was the movement updti this point, that, but 
for the treachery and desertion i)f a soldier, the enemy 
' must have suflered a complete surprise. Wayne hav- 
ing made sudi demonstrations as led the Indians to be- 
lieve the villages on the Miami, IbrQr^ight miles W. 
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S. W. of Grand Glaixe, would l»e Aie ohptet of Attaek, 
entering at once the part of their setAemenlfl lying nn* 
der the proteetion of the garrisoa of a British fort, wM; 
a step equally bold and prudent "Thiia* sir/* a«yn 
Wayne, in his letter of August 14di» to Gen. Knox, 
*' we have gained possessioa of the grand emfHwium of 
the hostile Indians ia the west« viihOut loss of blood. 
The very extensive and highly cultivated fields and- 
gardens, show the work of many hands. The margins 
of those beaiUifid rivers, the Miamis of the Lal^e and 
An Glsize, appear like one. continue i^ittage for a num- 
ber <^ miles aJ^ove and below this place ; nor have I 
ever before behekl such immense fields of com in smy 
part of America, firom Canada to Florida." 

Himself a scientific and. practical engineert Wayne 
iminediatdy erected a strong fortification at the con* 
fiuence of the Au Glaive and the Miami, to wl4ch he 
gave . the name of Fort Defiance. Though now pre* 
pared to strike a decisive blow, yet sdways actuated by 
principles of humanity* the comm«n4ar of the army, 
generous as brave, averted the stroke, to make one more, 
and last effort ro restene tranquillity without the further 
effusion of blood. ** I have thought proper," he said, 
*^ te offer the enemy a last overture of peace ; and as 
they have every thing that is dear and interesting at 
stake, I have »aaon to expeei they will listen to the 
proposition mentioned in the enclosed copy of an ad- 
dress, despatched yesterday by a special flag, under 
circumstances that will ineure his safe return, and 
wMc^ may eventually epare the effuuon of much hu- 
man blood; But," he adds, ** should war be their 
choice, that bl6od be upon their own heads. America 
shall no longer be insulted with impunity. To an all- 
powerful and just God, I therefore commit myself and 
gallant army." . . 
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Scimtilated by tfieir Britirii iJHes, confideiiliy relying 
on their i^wtanes, dietr prowess, and their fi-iendB, they 
resolveil to abide the issue of an engagement, and re- 
jected the proposed offer. 

That engagement almost immediately followed ; and 
as no pen ^sn describe it so oorrectly as the command- 
ing general hims^^ we oopy his letter to &e secretary 
of war entire. 

•* Head Quarters, > 
•'Orand Gbdze, 26th Aigusty 1794.\ 

** Sm-^It is with infinite pleasure that i now an* 
nonnce to you the brilliant success of the Federal army 
under my coinmand, in a general action with the com- 
bined force of die hoetile Indians, and a considerable 
number of the Vdunteers and mOitia of Detroit, on the 
20th instant, on the banks of the Miamis, in tiie yici- 
nity of the British post and garrison, at the foot of the 
rapids. 

^The army advanced from this ^ace on the 15th 
instant, and arrived at Roche de Bout on the 18th ; the 
19th we were employed in making a temporary post 
for the reception of our stores and' baggage, and in re- 
connoitering the position of the enemy, who were en- 
camped behind a thick bushy wood and the British fort 

** At 8 o'clock, on &e morning of ihe 20th, the army 
again advanced in columns, agreeably to the stan^Ung 
order of march ; the legion oii ^e right flank, covered 
by the Miamis^— one brigade of mounted volunteers on 
the left, under Brigadier-General Todd, and the cyther 
in ^e rear, under Brigadier-General Barbee :^-*a select 
battalion of mounted volunteers move4 in front of ^e 
legion, commanded by Major Price, who was directed 
to keep sufficiently advanced— so as to give timely no- 
tiee for the troops to form, in case of action— -it being 
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yet undetermined whether the Indians Would decide 
for peace or war. After adrancing about five miles* 
Major Price's corps received so severe a fire from the 
enemy, who were secreted in the woods, and high, 
grass, as to compel them to retreat. 

** The legion was unmediately formed in two lines, 
principally in a close, thick wood, which extended for 
mUes on our left; and for a very considerable distance 
in front, the ground being covered with old fallen tim- 
ber, probably occasioned by a tornado, which rendered 
it impracticable for the cavalry to act with effect ; and 
afforded the enemy the most favorable covert for their 
savage mode of warfare : they were formed in three 
lines, within supporting distance of each other, and ex- 
tending near two miles, at right angles with the river. 

*^ I soon discovered, from the weight of the fire, and 
extent of their lines, that the enemy were in full fbrce 
in front, in possession of their favorite ground, and en- 
deavoring to turn our left flank* I therefore gave or- 
ders for the second line to advance, io support the first, 
and directed Major-General Scott to gain and turn ^e 
right flank of the savages, with the whole of the mount- 
ed volunteers, by a circuitous route : at the same time 
I ordered the front line to advance with trailed arms, 
and rouse the Indians from their coverts, at the point 
of the bayonet ; and, when up, to deliver a close and 
well directed fire on their backs, followed by a brisk 
charge, so as not to give time to load again. I also or- 
dered Captain Miss CampbeU, who commanded the 
legionary cavalry, to turn the left flank of the enemy 
next the river, and which afforded a fiivorable field for 
that corps to act in. 

**A11 those orders were obeyed with spirit and 
promptitude ; but such was the impetuosity of the 
ebarg^ by the first line of infantry, that the Indians and. 
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Canadian mHitia and volnnteeia weie driven firom ak 
their eoverts in so short a time, that although every ex- 
ertion was used by the offieers of the second line of 
the legion, and by Generals Seott» Todd, and Barbee, 
of the mounted volunteersy to gain theiSr proper posi- 
tions, yet but a part of each could get up in season to 
participate in the action ; the enemy being driven, in 
the course of one hour, wxae than two miles, through 
the thiek woods already mentio]|ed, by less than one- 
half their, num^xs^ 

'^ From every aocouBt, the enemy amounted to 3000 
combatants ; the troops actually, enpiged against themt 
were short (^ 900. This horde oisavages, with their 
allies, abandoned themselves to flight, and dispersed 
with terror and dismay ; Heaving our victorious army 
in full and quiet possession of the field of battle, which 
terminated under the mfluebce of the guns of the British 
garrison, as you will observe by the enclosed corres- 
pondence between Major Campbell, the commandant, 
and myself, upon the occasion. 

^^The bravery and conduct of overy officer belong- 
ing to the army, from ^e generals down to the eniiigns, 
merit my highest approbation. Th^re were, however, 
soma wlK»e rank and situation placed their conduct in 
a very conspicuous point of view, and which I ob- 
served with pleaisure and the most lively mtitude : 
among whom I must b|eg leave to mention^ Brigadier- 
General Wilkinson and Colonel Hamtramek, the com- 
mandants of the right and left wings of the legion, 
whose brave exainpla inspired the troops ; to these, I 
must add the names of my faithful and gallant aids-de- 
camp. Captains De Butts and T. Lewis, and Lieute- 
nant Harrison, who, with the Adjutant-General, Major 
MiUs, rendered the most essential service by commu- 
jlicating iny orders in every direction, and by their cour 
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dact and bravery exciting the troops to press for vic- 
tory. Lieutenant Covington, npon whom the com- 
mand of the cavalry now devolved, cut down two sa- 
vages with his own hand, and Lieutenant Webb one, 
in turning the enemy's left flank. 

**The wounds received by Captains Slough and 
Prior, and Lieutenants Campbell, Smith, (an ei^tra aid- 
de-camp to General Wilkinson,) of the legionary in- 
fantry, and Captain Van Rensellaer, of the dragoons, 
and Captain Rawlins, Lieutenum M'Kenney, ai^ En- 
sign Duncan, of the mounted volunteers, bear honora- 
ble testimony of their bravery and conduct. 

^ Captains H. Lewis and Brock, with their compa- 
nies of light infantry, had to sustain sun unequal fire for 
some time, which they supported with fortitude. In 
fact, every officer and soldier who had an opportunity 
to come into action, displayed that true bravery which 
will always insure success. 

^ And here permit me to declare, that I nev<$r dis- 
covered more true sj^rit and anxiety for action, than 
appeared to pervade the whole of the mounted volun- 
teers ; and I am well persuaded that had the enemy 
maintained their favorite ground but for one half hour 
longer, they would h&ve most severely felt the prowess 
of &at corps. 

** But whilit I pay this just tribute to the living, I 
must not forget me gallant dead ; among whom we 
have, to lament the early death of those worthy and 
brave officers. Captain Miss Campbell, of the dragoons, 
and Lieutenant Tdwles, of the light infantry of &e le- 
gion, who fell in the first charge. 

** Enclosed is a particular return of the kHled and 

wounded. The loss of the enemy was more than 

doable that of the Federal army. The woods were 

strewed, for a considerable distance, with the dead 

17 
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bodniflof Indians and their white anxiliiaries ; the lat- 
tenafmed with British mdfkets and bayonets. 

*' We remained threes days and nights on the banks 
of the Miamis, in front of the field of batde ; during 
which time all the houses and corn-fields were con- 
sumed and destroyed for a considerable distance, both 
above and below Fort, Miamis, as well as within pistol- 
shot of that garrison, who were compelled to remain 
tacit spectators of this general devastation and confla^ 
gration ; among which were the houses, stores., and 
property of Colonel M'Kee, the British Indian agent, 
and principal stimulator of the war now existing be- 
tween the United States and the savages. 

" The army returned to this place on the 27th, by 
easy marches, laying waste the villages and corn-fields 
for about fifty, miles on each side of the Miamis. 
There remains yet a number of villages, and a great 
quantity of corn, to be consumed or destroyed upon 
Au Glaize and the Miamis, above this place, which will 
be efiected in the course of a few days. In the interim, 
we shall imprbve Fort Defiance, and as soon as the 
escort returns with the necessary supplies from Greene- 
ville and Fort Recovery, Ae army will proceed to the 
Miami villages, in order to accomplish the object of 
the campaign. 

*• It is, however, not improbable that the enemy may 
make one more despite .efibrt against the army, as 
it is said diat .a reinfotcement was houriy expected 
at Fort Miamis, from Niagara, as well as numerous 
tribes of Indians living on Uie margins and islands of 
the lakes. This is a busineiss rafheir to be wished for 
than dreaded, whilst the army remains in force. Their 
numbers will only tend to .confuse the savages, and the 
victory will be the more complete and decisive, and 
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which may eventiisilly injsure a permanent and happy 



^ Under these impreestoTns, I have the honor to he 
your most ohedient and very humble servant, 

"Anthony Wayne. 

"Tlbe Hon. Major Gtnerai Knox^ 
" Secretary of Wm.'' 

" N. B* I had forgot to mention Ihat I met my flag 
on the 16th, who was reluming with an evasive answer, 
in order to gain time for the arrival of the reinforce- 
ment mentioned hy the Shawanee Indians, which ac» 
tually did arrive two days before the action." 

. la this decisive action, the whole loss of Wayne's 
army, in killed and wounded, amounted only to one 
hundred and fleven^men. The loss of the enemy was 
more than double that naimber. 

A spirited correspondence took place between Wayne 
afid Cd. Campbell, who commamied the British fort. 
The position was earefully reconnoitered within pfistol- 
shot distance, not, perhaps, without a latent wish that 
such provocation should be given as would justify to 
the whole world its capture. But the victory of the 
20th had satisfied the commander that the most pru- 
dent forbearance would alone insure his safety ; and 
that cool and deliberate policy of the American gene- 
ral, which' invariably guided .his conduct, induced him 
on the occasion to repress the ardor of his men, and, 
indeed, to subdue his own feelings. He therefore con- 
tented himself with destroying the savage^s property, 
under the very guns of the fort, so as to show them 
that they could repose no confidence in the protecting 
power of the British flag. 

After effectually strengthening Fort Defiance, the 
army took up its line of march on the 14th Septem* 
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ber, and, on the 17th, arrived at the Miami villages ; 
from whence, havmg fully accomplished the object of 
his expedition, the general returned to winter quarters 
at GreeneviUe. 

The victory of the 20th of August, so glorious to 
the American arms, and the subsequent movement of 
the army, produced the most decisive ejects. The lofty 
spirit of the Indian warriors was subdued. They were 
taught that no just reliance could be placed on British 
protection ; and the superior power of the American 
nation was made so manifest, that the ehi^s and war- 
riors came forward and sued for peace. 

Preliminary articles were entered into on the 1st of 
January, 1795, 'and hostages were led with €ren. 
Wayne, for the safe delivery of pr^oners in posses- 
sion of the Indians. Nor was it on the north-western 
frontier alone that the viistory produced important re^ 
suits. The voice of faction, which had risen to such 
a height as to imbitter the IHe of Washington, was for 
a season hushed. The general administration felt it- 
self strengthened by the redeeming influence of suc- 
cess, wiping away tiie stain that repeated defeat had 
thrown on the American arms. The flame of war 
which was kindling both among ^e Six Nations and 
the southern tribes bordering on Georgia, was <0xtin- 
guished ; while the near prospect of a happy termina- 
tion of all the difficulties in the north-west, stimulated 
the lukewarm and increased ' the zeal of the active 
friends of government. The news rapidly crossed the 
Atlantic, and proved most eflTeetual aid to Mr. Jay, in 
bringing the negotiation with the British government, 
with which he was charged, to a fortunate conclusion. 
On the 20th of August, the victory was gained ; and 
on the 19th of November, ninety days, (just time for 
tile information to reach London and produce its lull 
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impresQion,) the treaty was signed by Mr. Jay and 
Lord Grenville. Thuis, the fruits were as happy as 
the achievement was glorious. 

A commission was forthwith issued by the Presi- 
dent« appointing Gen. Wayne sole commissioner, with 
full powers to negotiate and conclude a treaty ypiih all^ 
the Indians north and west of the Ohio. •'■ 

In the negotiation with the various tribes, whose 
jealousies and passions were constantly excited by * 
emissaries from the British, who did not wish peace 
to be concluded with their savage friends untfl the 
treaty with Gre&t Britain should be finally ratifiedi 
Wayne displayed the consummate wisdom and pro* 
dence of the statesman. Open, frank, and undissem* 
bling, he treated the chiefs and warriors with confi- 
dence and courtesy ; explained to them, in the plainest 
manner, the just views of tl|e government ; and im* ' 
pressed upon their minds the truth, that the United 
States, while they were fully prepared for war, yet 
earnestly desired peace with them on equitable terms. 
By this manly and direct course he gained their con« 
fidence, and turned it to the best interest of his country, 
(for he did not abuse it,) and, at the close of the nego- 
tiation, those proud and fierce sons of the forest che- 
rished a respect for the American commissioner in 
council, as sincere as the dread they entertained of the 
general in the field. 

After a protracted negotiation, the definitive articles 
of peace were exchapged on the 7th of August, 1705, 
and the Indians returned to their homes, their afifections 
won by the moderation and fairness with which they 
were treated. A restoration of prisoners took place, 
and many were tiie scenes of touching interest if>r6- 
aented on the return of sons and daugjliters to tiieir 
17* 
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friends, to whom they were given up after a long «r4, 
hopeless captivity, ad victims snatched fi*om the grave. 

The treaty met th^ entire approbation and proippt 
ratification of the government ; a treaty which not only 
secured a long and uninterrupted peace to the western 
inhabitants, but, by fair and honorable negotiation and 
purchase, procured a cessation of territory to the Uni- 
ted Staples, now estimated at millions. 

As tiie tidings of the victory of Wayne flew from 
town tQ town, and from chy to city, they awakened a 
thrill of inexpressible joy, that told ||pw much more 
had been accomplished than the most sanguine had 
dared to expect. Congress, at its meeting, adopted re-; 
solutiofns unatnimously, in the highest degree compli- 
mentary to Geii. Wayne and his gallant army ; and 
President Washington again Conveyed to him the ex- 
pression of his warjnest approbation and esteem. The 
confidence of the executive in his wisdom, prudence, 
and discretion, were unbounded ; atid there is reason 
to suppose that it was contemplated to intrust to ^ his 
charge the department of war. 

Peace being proclaimed, Wayne, after three years 
and a half of painful and unremitting service, left the 
army to visit ^s family and friends. At every place 
oto his way, he was met by distinguished marks of re- ' 
spect ; and his entry into Philadelphia was more ^ti- 
fying than a Roman triumph. It ^as on the fm of 
February, 1706.. All busine** was suspended. He 
was met on his way by the military companies of ihe 
olty, and passed through the streets amid the ringing 
of bells, the animating sounds of martial music, and 
the ^U dearer heart-felt acclamations of joy and wel- 
com?of a grateful aijd admiring people;* 

• *' On Saturday lasV [Feb. 6,] about 6 o'clock in the after- J 
noon, arrived in this city, after an absence of more than three 
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BnU during his absence, in the course of the winter, 
new and dark clouds had been gathering in the west. 
P^rty excitement against the British treaty, and espe- 
cially the strenuous opposition in Congress to m&king 
appropriations to carry it ^to effect, led to the belief 
that war would yet ensue ; and Canadian emissaries 
had renewed their machinations to poison the minds 
of the Indians, and prepare them for hostilities. Other 
causes of alarm existed in the western country, grow- 
ing out of the proceedings of the Spanish governor of 
Louisiana, who had despatched some persons up the 
Ohio under very suspicious circumstances. 

By the treaty, the British posts at Detroit, Michili- 
mackinack, Oswego, and Niagara, were immediately 
to be given up to the United States, and a commis- 
sioner, in whom the government had fuU confidence, 
was deemed necessary to receive them. 

Under these circumstances. Gen. Wayne, charged 
with extensive discretionary power, returned in June, 
1796, to the western coiratry. Prompt measures were 
taken to effect the objects committed to his charge. 
Some presumed emissaries were arrested, and their 
views traced. At his approach, the spirit of enmity 
among the savages entirely disappeared ; they hailed 

years, on an expedition against the western Indians, (in 
which he proved so happily successful,) Major-General 
Wajme. Pour miles from the city, he was met by three 
troops of Philadelphia light-horse, and escorted by them to 
town. On his crossing the Schuylkill, a salute of fifteen 
cannon was fired from the Centre 8qnare,by a party of artil- 
lery. He was ushered into the city by the ringing of bells, 
and other demonstrations of joy; and thousands of citizens 
crowded to see and welcome the return of their brave gene- 
ral, whom they attended to the City tavern, where he alighted. 
In the evening a display of fireworks was exhibited.** — P«fi»- 
^tyhania Gazette^ PkUaddphia, VfedinMay, Feb. 10, 1790. 
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his return with the greatest marks of confidence and 
respect. . 

The treaty of peace with Great Britain ha^ng been 
ratified, and appropriation made to carry it into effect, 
orders had been received to deliver up the posts ; which 
Wayne, in a letter of September, announced to have 
received, and compliments the urbanity and friendly 
spirit displayed by the British officers and agents whom 
it was his duty to meet. 

Thus happily terminated the troubles which had so 
long existed on the north-western frontier ; the efiihsion 
of blood was stayed, the murder of women and chil- 
dren averted, and the foundation of a permanent and 
lasting peace was laid. Indeed, happier results from 
the highest bravery and consummate wisdoni have 
been rarely experienced. 

Having put affairs in a proper state to be left, in No- 
vember, Gen. Wayne sailed firom Detroit for Presque 
Isle, the last post which it was his duty to visit previous 
to repairing to the seat of government. But Providence 
did not permit him, his friends and country, that hap- 
piness. On his passage he was seized (on the 17th 
November, the day before he landed,) with an attack of 
the gout, which continued until the 80th, and then 
seemed to subside ; but, like a subtle enemy that re* 
tires but to gather strength, it returned with increased 
force, and made its lodgement in the stomach, from 
whidb no skill could expel it; and« on the 15th of De- 
cember, 1796, he breathed his last, in the full vigor of 
life, in the noon-tide of glory, and in the midst of use- 
fulness. 

The patriotism, spirit, and military character of Gen. 
Wayne are written in every leaf of his country's his- 
tory from the dawn of the Revolution to the close oi 
his eventfid life. If yon ask who obeyed the first eali 
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of Ameriea and urged their way to the Canadian fTO»* 
tier at the opening of the wax ; do you not find Wayne 
first upf n the ba1^e«ground and the last to retire ? Ask 
who bore the brant of the action on the left wing at the 
battle of Brandywine ? who gallantly led his (Svision 
to victory on the right wing at the battle of Xrerman** 
town ? who bore the fiercest charge at the battle of 
Monmouth ! who, in the hour of gbom, roused the 
desponding spirits of the army and nation by the glori«> 
one storming abd capturing of Stony Point? But 
where was there danger and duty, and it was possible 
for him to be present, and he was not there ? Vurgi- 
nia. North and South Carolina, and Georgia, were all 
scenes of his active service, and the latter awarded him 
special honors. 

During the Revolution, he served his country from 
ike frozen regions of the St» Lawrence to the burning 
eandfl of the .St. Mary's— possessing the entire confi- 
dence as welFas private friendship of the commamder- 
in^^hief* Throughout the greater portion of the war, 
though holding only the raidi and receiving the emolu- 
ments of a br^adier, he p^formed the duty, held the 
command, and incurred ihe responsibility of a major- 
general. From his extreme daring at Stony Point, and 
on every occasion when it was necessary, like Napo- 
leon at the bridge of Lodi, to put every thing at hazard 
for his country, an idea was put forth by some who 
re^y mistook his character or envied his fame, that 
courage was his chief and distinguishing attribute. No\ 
opinion could be more ulijnst. We discover that 
Washington as repeatedly confided on his wisdom in 
advising, and his prudence in the execution of his plans, 
as on his valor. In truth, in him lh» daring and hazard- 
ous assault or the cautious retreat, avoiding the enemy 
18 
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or meeting him at the bayonet's point, was always the 
lesnlt of high moral duty, and he fashioned his con* 
duct to the well regdated desire of effecting kiost for 
his country, with the means at his command. The 
idol of his soldiery— if he studied their characters and 
adapted himself by perfect fearlessness to their predi- 
lection, we cannot but deem it as an additional proof of . 
his profound knowledge of human nature, and com- 
mend him for turning it to his coUntry^s advantage, A 
strict diseifdinarian, he wa0 firm and dedsive in en- 
forcing obedience, knowing that the safety of the army 
and the cause itself depended upon subordination and, 
the prompt conformity to orders. But the stem exte* 
rior of ike commander always rdaxed, and feelings, 
humane and tender to an amiable degree were exhibit- 
ed when the health and cmnfort of his soldiers were 
concerned. His letters repeatedly disclose the most 
pressing instances for necessaries for his men ; provi* 
sions, dothing, medicines ; and therefore was it that 
their love for him wanned into the ardor of devotion. 

A gentleman of accomplished and refined manners, 
no one more delighted to relieve the hardships of war 
by the courtesies of sodal intercourse. Much to ibe 
injury of his private fortune, he kept a table throughout 
the greatest portion of the war of the Revolution, which 
was frequented by respectable strangers who visited the 
camp, and the intelligent and brave among his compa- 
nions itt arms. In the private walks of life, his virtues 
were not less conspicuous than his conduct and val<» 
in the fidd. His letters to Mrs. Wayne and family, 
kept up the whole time of his absence, breathe the most 
tender spirit and affecticmate heart. 

When a great man, running the race for glory, acts 
before the public, you do not always read his whole 
soul, and are not certain that you r«dize his true cha- 
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laeter. In tiie instance hetoxe us, if permission and 
space were allowed for the publication of the aforesaid 
letters, it would be truly pleasing to raise the veil and 
be permitted to enter Uie domestic sanctuary where, 
without reserve, the heart is laid open in all the sim- 
plicity of native character ; and there, the vizor of the 
warrior taken off, the helmet of the hero laid aside, to 
find all the amiable traits which adorn the husband, the 
father, and the frimd. Hector, taking leave of Andro- 
mache, is, if possible, move interesting than in the dire 
conflict with Patroculus. 

The general, in a letter addressed to his accomplish- 
ed and amiable daughter, the late Mrs. Margaret Atlee, 
af%er speaking of the recent death of her mother in the 
most affecting manner, adds, << You were both [mean- 
ing his only son and daughter] infants when I was firat 
cdUed upon by my coimtry to defend her rights and 
. liberties ; in which hazardous task I spent my prime 
of life, nor was I sparing of my blood. At the close 
of the late war, from the vicissitudes of fortune, we 
were again separated ; and at a period when fortune, 
tired of her persecution, began to smile upon me, and 
promised me ease and retirement, I w«^ again called 
forth to form and lead her legion, which had yet to 
l^m the dreadful trade of death, against a victorious 
and insulting savage foe. 

" From £ese causes have we been separated from 
each other ; and from these causes has an affectionate 
and an indulgent parent been lost, and almost a stranger 
to his children and family.^' 

The camp of Gen* Wajrne was a school for young 
soldiers. The discipline of arms, the courtesy of gen- 
tlemen, and the prudent conduct of affairs, were here 
acquired and practised ; and Wayne took pleasure in 
encouraging and advancing merit. The honorable 
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William Henry Harrison,* the Hero of Tippecanoe 
and of the Thames, learned the art of war nnder Wa3me, 
to whom he was aid in the victory of the liiiamis. Ea^ 
ton, who planted the American standard on the walls , 
of a Barbarian capital, in Africa, was a captain in that 
campaign. Pike and Cc^ington were there, who have 
(evinced their patriotium and spirit by their blood ; as 
were also Van Rensselaer, Bissel, and many others, 
who have been sin^e distinguished in life^ 

Eaton, who was an observer of men, and an author, 
has left us the following description and character of 
his general : 

*' He is firm in constitution, as m resolution ; indus* 
trious, indefatigable, determined and persevering ; fixed 
in opinion, and unbiassed in judgment ; not over ac- 
cessible, but studious to reward merit* He is a rock 
against which the waves of calumny and malice, moved 
by the gusts of passion natural to envy, have daehed ; 
have washed its sides : he is still immovable on his base. 
He is in some degree susceptible x>i adulation, aa ia 
every man who has an honest thirst for military fame* 
He endures fatigue and hardship with a fortitude uncom- 
mon for a man of his years. I have seen him, in dio 
most severe night of the winter of 1794, sleep on the 
ground, like his fellow-soldiers, and walk around the 
camp at four in the morning, with the vigilance of a 
isentinel." 

In high party contests, no eminent man who takes a 
distinguished part in public affairs, escapes the shafts 
of calumny — 

« Envy docs merit as its shade pursue/' 

When Washington was the object of unlicensed at- 
tack^ during the period of liis administration, aad 

* Late President of the United States ; inaugurated March 
4Ui9 1841 ; died April 4th of the same year. 
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Wayne was commander-in-chief of tibe army, It would 
have been no compliment to the latter to have remaiB- 
ed free from abuse. But the calumniators, with their 

. calumnies, have gone down to oblivion, while the cha« 
racter of their intended victim, embalmed with that of 
Washington, riae& in unblemished lustre^ on the wings 
of Time, to immortal fame« 

The remains of Gen. Wayne were temporarily de- 

, posited at Presqtke Isle, from whence they were re- 
moved in 1800, by his son, Jkaae Wayni^ Esq., to the 
cemetery of St. David's church, near W aynesborough 
farm, which is situated in the county of Chester, Penn- 
sylvania, the birth-place, and, previously to the Revolu- 
tionary war, the peaceful and favorite, residence of the 
general. A writer, describing the ohurch of St. David,* 
which is an old and <]^uaint building, says '*^As a place 
of worship, its location is peculiarly happy* But not 
until you Bxe almost upon it, as you approach it, is the 
unobtrusive little sanctuary seen, peeping from among 
the trees which conceal it l^om view— thus, as it were, 
shutting out the worid and all those cares and objects 
not in unison withthe feeling of holy meditation/' The 
writer further says, " There is, however, in this yard, 
one at least whose name fills a conspicuous place on 
the page of hts country's history-^a nionament more 
durable than brass. The individual alluded to, is the 
late Msyor-General Anthony Wayne, whose dust here 
peacefully reposes with that of hia family, teaching the 
solemn lesson that ' the paths of glory lead but to the 
grave.' " 

A handsome monument, erected by the Pennsylva- 
nia State Society of the Cincinnati, his beloved com- 
panions in armS) attest their affection and his worth. 



* 'More generally known as Radnor church, founded over 
a century ago by a colony from Radnorshire in Wales. 



310 un or anthont watnc. 

Hie south front of Aie Bknmnkent e^bibils the IbUowIng 
macnption: 

In honor of the distingnushed 
IGlitaxy services of 

Major-General 

Ahtbovt Watiti, 

And as an affectionate tribute 

• (H resj^et to his memory, 

This stone was Erected by his 

Companions in arms, 

The PennsylTania State Society of 

The Cincinnati, 

July 4th, A. D. 1809, 

• • l^rty-fourth anniyersanr of 

The Independeoce of 

The United 'States of America; 

An event which constitutes 

The most 

' Appropriate eulogium of an American 

Soldier and Patriot 

The north front exhibits the following inscription: 

, MajofMGteneral 
AvmovT 'Watvu 

. Was bom at Waynesborongh, 

In Chester County, 

State of Pennsylvania, 

A. D. 1745; 

Aftei*a life of honor and useftilncBSi 

&e died, in December, 1796» 

At a Military poet 

On the shores of Lake Erie, 

Commander-in-chief of the army of 

The United States. 

His military achieyements 

Are consecrated 

In the history of his Countiy , 

And in 

The hearts of his countiymen* 

His remains 

Are here deposited. 
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Hie south fit>nt of Aie MoniQikent e^bibits the foUowfug 
macription: 

In hono^ of the dUting^shed J 

IQlitaxy services of 

Major-General 

Ahtbovt Watiti, 

And as an affectionate tribute 

Of resj^et to his memory, 

This stone was Greeted by his 

Companions in arms, 

The Pennsylvania State Society of 

The Cincinnati, 

July 4th, A. D. 1809, 

• IHiirty-fourth anniyersary of 

The Independeoce of 

The United States of America; 

An event which constitutes 

The most 

Appropriate eulogium of an American ' 

* ' Soldier and Patriot 

The north front exhibits the following inscription: 

Majoi^Gfeneral 

AflrmovT Wath* 

. Was bom at Waynesborongh, 

In Chester County, 

State of Pennsylvania, 

A. D. 1745: 

Aftei^a life of honor and useftUnessi 

&e died, in December, 1796, 

At a Military post 

On the shores of Lake Erie, 

Commander-in-chief of the army of 

The United States. 

His military achievements 

Are consecrated 

In the history of his Countiy , 

And in 

The hearts of his countrymen* 

His remains 

Are here deposited. 
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210 LIVE OF ANTHONY WAYNE. 

The south front of the Moaimient exhibits the fbUowiag 
Inseriptioii: 

In honor of the dUtingaished 

l^itary services of 

Miajor-General 

AlTTHOVT WaTITI, 

' And as an affectionate tribute 
• Of re^e^t to his memory. 
This stone was Erected by his 
Companions in arms, 
The Pennsylvania State Society of 
The Cincinnati^ 
Jnly 4th, A, D. 1809, 
• * Wlrty-fonrth anniversary of 
The IndependeDce of 
The United' States of America; 
An event which constitates 
The most 
' Appropriate euloginm of an American 
* ' Soldier and Patriot 

The north front exhibits the following inscription: 

Majo^Gfeneral 

AVTBOVT WaTW* 

. Was bom at Waynesborgiigh, 

In Chester County, 

State of Pennsylvania, 

A. D. 1745; 

Aftei* a life of honor and nseAilncfSs, 

&6 died, in Deoemher, 1796, 

At a Military post 

On the shores of Lake Erie, 

Commander-in-chief of the army of 

The United States. 

His military achievements 

Are consecrated 

In the history of his Country, 

And in 

The hearts of his countrymen. 

His remains 

Are here deposited. 
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210 LIVE OF ANTHONY WAYNfi. 

The south front of ibe MoaiQiieDt exhibits the ioXUrwin^ 
Inseriptioii: 

In honor of the dUtingnished 
l^itary services of 

Miajor-Geaeral 

Ahtbovt Watiti, 

A&d as an afiectionate tribute 

• Of re^et to his memory, 

This stone was Greeted by his 

Companions in arms, 

The PennsylvaAia State Society of 

The Cincinnati, 

Jnly 4th, A, D. 1809, 

- • ^fhirty-fonrth anniTersary of 

The Independeoce of 

The United' States of America; 

An event whicH constitates 

The most 

' Appropriate euloginm of an American 

Soldier and Patriot 

The noitk front exhibits the following inscription: 

MajoM^fenerai 

AVTBOVT WaTVI 

. Was bom at Waynesboroagh, 

In Chester County, 

State of Pennsylvania, 

A. D. 1745i 

Aftei* a life of honor and useftilneBs, 

Ge died, in December, 1796» 

At a Military post 

On the shores of Lake Erie, 

Commander-in-chief of the army of 

The United States. 

His military achievements 

Are consecrated 

In the history of his Country, 

And in 

The hearts of his countrymen. 

His remains 

Are here deposited. 



^ 



210 LIVE OF ANTHONY WAYNfi. 

The south tnmt of ibe MoniQiieDt exhibits the foUowing 
Inseriptioii : 

In honor of the distingnished 

HESitary services of 

Miajor-General 

AlTTBOVT WaTITI, 

And as an afiectionate tribute 
• Of re^et to his memory, 
This stone was Greeted by his 
Obmpanions in arms, 
- The PennsylvaAia State Society of 
The Cincinnati^ 
Jnly 4th, A. D. 1809, 
• * Thirty*fonrth anniyersary of 
The Independeeee of 
The United States of America; 
An event which constitntes 
The most 
' Appropriate eulogium of an American 
* ' Soldier and Patriot 

The north front exhibits the following inscription: 

MajofWGlknerai 

AvTBovT Watvi 

. Was bom at Waynesboroogh, 

In Chester County, 

State of Pennsylvania, 

A. D. 1745. 

Aflei^a life of honor and nseftilness, . 

&6 died, in Deoiemher, 1796, 

At a Military poet 

On the shores of Lalce Erie, 

Commander-in-chief of the army of 

The United States. 

His military achievements 

Are consecrated 

In the history of his Conntiyy 

And in 

The hearts of his countrymen. 

His remains 

Are here deposited. 
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The south front of tbe Mommkeot exhibits the folkrwilig 
Uucxiptioii: 

In honor of the dietin^shed 

IQiitaiy services of 

Kajor^neral 

AVTBOVT WaTITE, 

' And as an affectionate tribute 
• Of re^et to his memory, 
This stone vas erected by his 
Companions in arms, 
The Pennsylvania State Society of 
The Cincinnati, 
Jnly 4th, A. D. 1809, 
• • Thirty-fonrth anniversary of 
The Independeoce of 
The United States of America; 
An event which constitutes 
The most 
* Appropriate eologium of an American 
Soldier and Patriot 

The north front exhibits the following ins<»iptLoa: 

Majof^jl^neral 

Ahtroitt Wajvb 

. Was bom at Waynesboroqgh, 

In Chester County, 

State of Pennsylvania, 

A. D. 174»; 

Ailei*a life of honor and useftilness, 

jie died, in December, 1796, 

At a Military post 

On the shores of La3ce Erie, 

Commander-in-chief of the army of 

The United States. 

His military achievements 

Are consecrated 

In the histoiy of his Country, 

And in 

The hearts of his countrymen. 

His remains 

Are here deposited. 
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210 LDTE OF ANTHONY WAYNE. 

The south fivnt of tbe MowffAent exhibits the folkrwilig 
mscxiption: 

In honor of the distin^shed 

iQiitai7 sfirvices of 

Major-general 

AVTBOVT WatITE, 

And as an affectionate tribute 

• Of re^et to his memory, 

This stone vas erected by his 

Companions in arms, 

Hw Fennsylyania State Society of 

The Cincinnati, 

Jnly 4th, A. D. 1809, 

• * Thirty-fonrth anniversary of 

The Independence of 

The United 'States of America; 

An event which consjtitates 

The most 

Appropriate eologium of an American 

Soldier and Patriot 

The north front exhibits the following insoriptioa: 

Majofi^Gteneral 

AiTTBorr WxTww 

, Was bom at Waynesborovgh, 

In Chester County, 

State of Pennsylvania, 

A. D. 1745: 

Ailei* a life of honor and aseftdness, 

jie died, in December, 1796, 

At a Military post 

On the shores of Lake Erie, 

Commander-in-chief of the army of 

The United States. 

His military achievements 

Are consecrated 

In the history of his Country, 

Ajidin 

The hearts of his countrymen. 

His remains 

Are here deposited. 
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The south treat of fbe MoaioAent exhibits the foUowfng 
inscxiptioii: 

In hoob^ of the distinguished 

unitary services of 

Kajor47eneral 

AVTHOVT WaTITE, 

* And as an affectionate tribnte 
• Of re^eet to his memory, 
This stone was erected by his 
Companions in arms, 
The Fennsylyania State Society of 
The Cincinnati, 
Jnly 4th, A. D. 1809, 
• * IRiirty-fonrih anniversary of 
The Independence of 
The United States of America; 
An event whic^ consjtitates 
The most 
' Appropriate enlogium of an American ' 

* ' Soldier and Patriot 

The nodii front exhibits the following inscription: 

MajonCftneral 

Akthovt Watiw 

. Was bom at WaynesboroQgh, 

In Chester County, 

State of Pennsylvania, 

A. D. 1745. 4 

Allei^a life of honor and nsefiilness, < 

&6 diedl, in December, 1796, ^ 

At a Military post 

On the shores of Lalre Erie, ' 

Commander-in-chief of the army of 

The United States. 

His military achievements 

Are consecrated * 

In the history of his Country, 

And in 
The hearts of his connttymeii. 
■^^ His remains j 

Are here deposited. 
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The south fivnt of tbe Monimlent exhibits the foUowJlig 
Uucriptioii: 

In honor of the distinguished 

lGiitai7 services of 

Kajor^^eneral 

AVTBOVT WaTITE, 

And as an affectionate tribute 
' Of re^et to his memory, 
This stone vas erected by his 
Companions in arms, 
f%e Pennsylvania State Society of 
The Cincinnati, 
Jnly 4th, A. D. 1809, 
• * Thirty.fonrth anniversary of 
The Independence of 
The United States of America; 
An event whic^ constitates 
The most 
' Appropriate eologium of an American 
Soldier and Patriot 

The nodli front exhibits the following inscription: 

Majofi^neral 

Akteovt Watvs 

. Was bom at Waynesboroagh, 

In Chester County, 

State of Pennsylvania, 

A. B. 174S. 

Ailei* a life of honor and nseftLbtess, 

jie died, in December, 1796, 

At a Military post 

On the shores of Lake Erie, 

Commander-in-chief of the army of 

The United States. 

His military achievements 

Are consecrated 

In the history of his Country, 

And in 

The hearts of his countrymen. 

His remains 

Are here deposited. 



> 



?i 



\ 






, :>, . THE NEW YORK PUBLIC UBRARY 

^^^^J^' RBFBRBNCiE DEPARTMENT 



^^'^'<\ 





















This book is under no eircomstonces to be 
taken from the' Building 



-i ^V-- 









^^. 














m^^-^^^^^^^^ 



